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WASHINGTON (R)— -Die United States said-on Wednesday it 
coo^ed to t^prt tbe principle of lamHor-peacc as a basis for 
fa^An triega bdiMB- Slate Department spnVt-cw^ kmuj^ 
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* o^^oocfii^. .^te United States supports a comprehensive’ 
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pesbgdeaL Use Washington Post Wednesday quoted 

^ vtmrcd ™ited accords with Syna on other mm 
SMd Washington should not jump to concisions 
■boat what the IsraeB positon was antO Mr. Netanyahu had 
"7 think-it’s usefQI to note that Prime 
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formed a government. . u»«mi m note mat rm 

hfinoter-dect Netanyahu has said quite dearly and pobGdv t) 
be atone speaks for himsetf and for his aot^nnSTSat 
cmrendy berng fonned," he said. 
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Ben Alawi confers with Netanyahu 

MANAMA (AP) — The foreipi m i n ist er of Oman and IsmeTs 
prime minuae r-e l ect, Benyamm Netanyahu, exchanged views 
about die hfiddfe East peace process in aidcpbooecomemdon 
Wednesday, the official Oman News Agency reported. It said Out 
Oman’s Yusuf Ben Alawi made the all to Mr. Netanyahu to 
express Ins country’s views. The brief dispatch did not el ab orat e, 
but Mr. Aland's action underlined the growing links between tbc 
and Israel. In another development, the emir of Qatar 
mid a cabinet meeting Wednesday that brad must live up to 
commitments made to die Arabs by previous governments which 
were involved in the peace process, Ac Qatar News Agency 
repotted. Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa A! Thani said that in 
exchange for peace, brad const return the Golan Heights to Syria. 
withdraw bom the border strip it occupies in South Lebanon, and 
reach a settlement on Jerusalem with the Palestinians. Oman and 
Qatar recently established formal trade ties with Israel, the only 
1 countries m the oil-rich Gulf region to have done so. 
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summit says peace 

King, Mubarak and Arafat urge 

Netanyahu to continue peace talks 

Arab leaders voice support for 
Palestinians, call for solidarity 

King Hussein stresses Jordan will never 
be alternative for Palestinian leadership 


process irreversible choice 
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By Salameb Ne’matt 
wWi agency dpqiatdia 

AQABA' — His M^esty 
l^g.vHnssein,.. Egyptian 
Pneaderit HosnL- Mubarak 
arid . Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafet Wednesday 
called on- the newly elected 
Israeli . Prime . _ VBnister 
B enfaanm ■ Netanyahu to 
ccmrimr tenself to impk- 


bydhewrtgoing Labour gov- 
ezrimriitt and resinning peace 
negotiation^ based on the 
originatpriDCiples set by the 
Madrid peace ccmference so 
as toiiKjve &e peace process 





summit, 
jcaDed for to 
for the 
in 

negotiations 
thattbe 



_ fr^ fer aU ^concemed 
i^fties tin^ie 

■■ King Hussri% dismissing 
-Israeli suggestions that 


Jordan should take part in 
negotiations with Israel on 
filial status negotiations for 
the Pales tinians and their 
territories, said the Kingdom 
would “never be an aftemar 
five for die Palestinian lead- 
ership under any condition.” 
He added that Jordan 
“would not deal with any 
party except the Palestinian 
National Authority” 

King Hussein counselled 
the Arabs against pes- 
simism, saying "look for- 
ward, not backward” 

“We’re convinced, totally 
convinced, that die peace 
process is irreversible,' that 
all that has been agreed 
upon will be implemented 
and that work towards a 
comprehensive settlement 
will be continued,” King 
Hussein declared. ’ • 
vj StiQihe. tenders, speaking 
-~=at conference . 

after two hours [,at dosed- 
dKar^ tdJcs, 'lit tbn seaside' 
Royji, Palace m Aqaba, 
adnritted - .tiiat Mr. 


Netanyahu’s narrow defeat 
of peace architect Shimon 
Feres in last week’s elec- 
tions -posed a challenge that 
requires serious efforts by 
the Arabs to upgrade coordi- 
nation to i m pro v e their bar- 
gaining position. 

Bat all three expressed 
cautious optimism about Mr 
Netanyahu’s intentions, say- 
ing they want to see the 
composition of his govern- 
ment and policy towards 
Israel’s Arab neighbours 
heffwp. passing judge ment. 

“We cannot yet make a 
judgement on Israel’s direc- 
tion,” Ml Mubarak said 

“VVfe have co wait foe foe 
formation of the govern- 
ment, and if it opts to work 
for peace we wm support it, 
but if it chooses the oppo- 
site, we will adopt another 
position,” he warned. 

- Right. wi^ Jeader 

parrowly 

heat X<S^J^riae Munster 
7 Shitnon Bares in last week's 
dectimis for prime minister 
inlaael, aroused Arab sus- 


picion during his election 
cazzzpaign with his hardline 
stance on Israel’s security 
needs and the peace process. 

The three leaders all 
stressed that they respected 
the Israeli voters’ choice for 
a pi line minister. 

King Hussein told the 
press conference that “the 
Israeli elections are an inter- 
nal affair and we respect the 
choice of the Israeli people.” 
Ml Arafat said die 
Palestinians also respected 
die democratic election of 
Ml Netanyahu but waned: 
“We expect them (the 
Israelis) to respect the 
accords they already 


EGEs Majesty King Hnssein looks on as Palestinian Leader Yasser Arafat talks with Egyptian President Hosnl 
Mubarak Wednesday daring a tripartite summit they held in Aqaba (Photo by Youssef A1 Allan) 

Netanyahu welcomes summit’s call 
for peace, says no to Palestinian state 


signed.' 


first step we are 
waiting for from the Israeli 
government is to honour its. 
g n mmh ments . to release 
Palestinian prisoners,” Ml 



ootheeie<> 
tiorisT Mt' Mt&arak ' 
“^ {fon’t want to meddle in 
Israel’s ii flwiwl affairs.” 

: (Continued on page 7) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu wel- 
comed on Wednesday calls 
by the leaders of Egypt, 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
for a continuation of the 
Middle East peace process. 

“Prime Minister-elect 
Netanyahu believes the com- 
ments made at the siimm ir 
on' advancing a process of 
peace ^ ^“ar* ? 0f^fiddle East 
should be welcomed,” Iris 
Officesaid in a statement 

But in a confrootatioD with 


Yasser Arafat, Me 
Netanyahu said he would not 
agree to the establishment of 
a Palestinian state or a divi- 
sion of Jerusalem. 

Ml Netanyahu was react- 
ing to a declaration by Ml 
A rafat on Wednesday that a 
state with East Jerusalem as 
its capital “is the desire of 
the Palestinian people and 
nobody ran stop it” 

- Since his election -victory 
on May 29, Ml Netanyahu 
had signalled that he would 
moderate the hardline poli- 


cies towards the Arabs he 
had espoused as a candidate. 

Responding to Ml Arafat, 
a statement distributed by 
Mr. Netanyahu's aides said 
“Ml Netanyahu’s position 
opposing foe establishment 
of a Pales tinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital is 
known.” 

*The prime minister-elect 
stresses once again that 


ty,” the statement said. 

“Declaration will not 
change this. ” 

Ml Arafet said that daring 
foe Aqaba summit that a 
Palestinian stale was 
inevitable, whether Israel 
liked it or not 

“We are approaching to 
declare very soon our inde- 
pendent Palestinian state and 
its capital in A1 Quds A1 


Israel’s . position. j$ , foat _j»hatif (the noble Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem will never be I mean it I mean it,” Ml 
divided and will remain unit- Arafet sriid 
ed under Israeli sovereign- (Continued on page 7) 
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U.S.toallow 
Iraqi oil imports, 
food sales 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Clinton administration 
announced on Wednesday it 
would permit U.S. firms to 
import Iraqi ofl and sell food 
and medkane to Baghdad 
under the toms of a U.N. 
pact IraqrPresident Saddam 
Hussem last month agreed to 
strict terms set by the United 
Nations to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil oyer six months 
for much-needed humanita- 
rian Btfoplies. They will be 
IraqV&st oil sales since its 
troojM invaded JSnwait in 
1990. ■- 

Pra4HMflgMsr killed, 
another vounded 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas ambushed a patrol, 
of Israeli-allied militiamen 
with a roadside bomb in 
South Lebanon Wednesday, 
killing one fighter and 
w o und i ng another, security 
sources reported. The 6 p.m. 
(1500 GMT) attack against a 
patrol of the South Lebanon 
Army near Arabsalecm in- 
side Israel’s self-styled 
"security zone” prompted re- 
taliatory fire from Israeli 
artillery, the sources said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. There was no im- 
mediate claim of responsibil- 
ity for the bombing. But the 
ambush bore the hallmarks of 
the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lnh, or Party of God. There 
was no word on casualties 
from the Israeli shelling, 
which targe tted a duster of 
villages controlled by Hizbol- 
lah’s Shiite Muslim guerrillas. 

Hardliner reelected as 
Iwfs parliament speaker 

TEHRAN (AP) — A power- 
ful hardliner was reelected 
speaker of Iran’s new 
ment^ Wednesday, coni 
a victory for radical leaders 
who have been battling with 
reformist moderates over 
control of . foe legislature. 
State-run Tehran Radio said 
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri, who 
beaded the last paifiasnent 
throughout its four-year 
term, was reelected for 
another one-year term with 
146 votes. . 


David Levy supports unity government 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A can- 
didate to become load’s 
new foreign minister said 
Wednesday that Pome 
Minister-elect Benyamm 
Netanyahu should consider 
forming a coalition with foe 
defeated Labour Party. 

Such an affiance would 
help. Israel in peace talks 
with' the Arabs and foreign 
relations, said David Levy, a 
leading member of Ml 
N etanyahu’s Likud Party. 

Ml Netanyahu, who nar- 
rowly defeated Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
May 29, has until July 20 to 
form a coalition. Ml Levy’s 
comments fuelled specula- 
tion that Ml Netanyahu 


would welcome Ml Peres’ 
party Into Iris government 

A Likud-Labour coalition 
could ease fears among 
Israel's Arab negotiating 
partners that Ml Netanyahu, 
who ran on a hard-line plat- 
form, would renege on peace 
promises made by Ml Peres. 
. A senior Palestinian nego- 
tiator said Ml Netanyahu 
must overcome has stated 
reluctance to meet with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafet if he wants to keep 
the peace talks going. 

“Netanyahu must deal with 
us as a partner^” Hassan 
Asfour told the Associated 
Press. “If this govemmoa; 
realty wants peace, foe meet* 


mg between Arafet and 
Netanyahu should take 
place.” 

After meeting Tuesday 
with Ml Peres, Mr. 
Netanyahu said foe two lead- 
ers found they agreed on 
many issues. But the prime 
minister-elect has not invited 
Labour to join his govern- 
ment, despise his campaign 
pledge foal he would do so. 

Isra el TV's Channel 2 said 
senior officials in. Labour 
and Ukud have been in 
tench by phone to discuss 
foe idea. •".• . 

Ml Levy, who broke from 
Likud last year aftv a latter 
fi gbft wife Ml Netanyahu 
and returned re foe feSd-in 


the spring, said Wednesday 
that having Labour as a 
junior coalition partner 
would ease relations with the 
Arab World and the West 

“There is no reason to rule 
it out, it should be exam- 
ined," Ml Levy told Israel 
radio. “In this period, in light 
of the difficult missions we 
face, internationally, region- 
ally and everything connect- 
ed to that, it demands con- 
sideration.” 

Ml Peres’ top policy 
adviser; Yossi Beilin, on 
Tuesday promoted foe idea 
of a Likud-Labour coalition, 
saying it was foe best way to 
reach a final peace agree- 
ment with the Palestinians. 


Syria denies U.S. 
report of blasts 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syria on 
Wednesday dismissed a U.S. 
report of vioktoce-finked 
blasts in the country is 
"rumours” timed, to under-' 

mine Arab efforts to Counter 
foe hardline positions of 
Israeli Prime Minister-elect 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

In an interview with foe. 
Saudi daily A1 Sbarq At- 
Awsat, Syria’s ambassador 
to Washii, 0 iQn, Watid Al- 
MoaHetn, also denied 
H etman newspaper reports 
that Damascus was boufong, 
a toxic gas factory. 

' The U.S. state department 
said Itaesday that several 
non-accidental explosions 
occurred in Syria in foe past 
month and that the incidents 
led foe 'U.S. embassy ip 
Damascus to urge Ameri- 
cans there to exercise pru- 
dence. 

But Ml MoaHem said: 
“some parties in foe region 
want to exploit foe Toridsh- 
Jsraeli. military agreement 
and foe results of foe Israeli 
elections.” 

“As a result such repeats 
are an attempt to spread 
rumours about Syria at a 
time when Syrian President 


Hafez AJ-Assad is holding 
. .contacts with Arab capitals 
to establish a unified Arab 
stand to salvage foe Middle 
East peace process,” Ml 
M baBan said. 

He charged that the repeats 
7 were first leaked by Turkish 
journalists “and were timed 
4o coincide with foe advent 
to power of Benjamin 
Netanyahu and foe (right- 
wing) Laknd in Israel” 

Mr. MoaHem stressed foot 
security was a “quafity 
. enjoyed by Syrian nationals . 
: and foreign viators alike,” 
wiffing that the reports were 
also aimed at crippling 
Syria’s, budfong tourist 
industry. 

*Tis is pan of the cam- 
' paign Mid) also claims that 
Syria is builfong plants to 
.produce tone gas and 
weapons,” he said, referring 
to i report by foe German 
weekly Stem. • 

.. Stem, riling western intel- 
ligence services, reported 
Tuesday that Syria is braid- 
ing a toxic gas. factory in 
Aleppo similar to one in 
Tarhnnah in Libya, probably 
..with the help of German 
industrialist s. - 


Iranian-backed plotters 
shown on Bahrain TV 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) 
— The leaders of an aUeged 
plot to overforow Bahrain's 
ruling family appeared on 
television Wednesday, con- 
fessing they had received 

arms and mffitaiy teaming in 
ban. 

In near-identical state- 
ments that appeared to have 
been rehearsed, six of foe 44 
aDeged-pIotteis the govern- 
ment damas to have arrested 
also said they had links to 
Bahraini opposition groups 
in exile ana to Sheik Abdul 
Ameer AJ Jaxnri, a Shiite 
Muslim preacher 

He was imprisoned earlier 
this year fcx: alleged involve- 
ment in foe violence that 
erupted in December 1994 
amid a SMite-led campaign 
demanding political reforms, 
indnefing foe restoration of 
an elected pariiament dis- 
solved in 1975. 

The government an- 
nounced Monday that it had 
foiled a plot orchestrated by 

predominantly Shiite Iran to 
topple the rating A1 Khalifa 
family, which has dominated 
this central Gulf island atate 
for more than 200 years. 

Authorities claim the 44 
conspirators were arrested 


during the 18-month wave of 
unrest, but has not explained 
why foe goyerament dis- 
closed the coup plot only tins 
week. 

In the recorded confes- 
sions, several said they had 
received subversive training 
as religious students in the 
Iranian holy city of Qom, the 
leading centre of Shiite 
scholarship in the Muslim 
World. 

“ One man, who. identified 
himself as Faldni Abdulla 
Rashid Khalil, said he had 
been a teacher at foe Iranian 
school in Bahrain and was 
recruited by Iranian diplo- 
mats, The man, who 
appeared to be in his 20$, 
said be had received nriHtaty 
training in Lebanon by guer- 
rillas of the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah, or party of God. 
Iran, which Bahrain has 
repeatedly accused of inch- 
ing foe unrest, has branded 
Monday's allegation "totally 
baseless.” 

A slight majority of 
Bahrain’s 500,000 people 
are Shiites, many of Iranian 
origin, but the rating family 
belongs to Islam’s main- 
stream Sunni sect 


Interfaith meeting on education ends 
with a call for continued dialogue 


By Ghalia Ahil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Muslims and 
Christians debating foe edu- 
cational systems in Islam 
and Christianity wrapped 
up their three-day consulta- 
tion Wednesday on “The 
Educational System in 
Islam and Christianity,” 
during which the partici- 
pants presented papers on 
foe philosophy of education 
in Islam and Christianity, as* 
well as problems of educa- 
tion in modern society. 

The participants stressed 
the importance of Mustim- 
Christian dialogue within 
the framework of pluralism. 

They also emphasised that 
countries with Muslim or 
Christian minorities should 
focus on the content of edu- 
cation in their school curric- 
ula. 

They said foe values of 
education in Islam and 
Christianity are similar to 
their faith in God. 
Therefore, countries should 
seek to eliminate material 
that promote hatred in the 
educational curricula. 

Calling on the societies to 
show co n cern with other 


countries’ religions, the par- 
ticipants stressed that reli- 
gion should be pan of the 
basic social and humanitari- 
an studies which aim to pro- 
mote better understanding 
with other societies. 

They also praised His 
Royal Highness Gown 
Prince Hassan's book on 
“Christianity in foe Arab 
World” and its objective 
analysis of foe situation of 
Christianity in the Arab 
countries. 

They recommended that 
die Prince’s book be a pre- 
lude for foe study of 
Christianity and compara- 
tive religions. 

The participants refereed 
to the opening address of 
foe Metropolitan 

Damaskinos Papandxeou, 
foe Director of the 
Orthodox Centre of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
a nd said Christians and 
Muslims should respect 
each other’s opinion and 
call for peace, unity, justice 
and continued dialogue. 

At the end of foe meeting, 
the participants came up 
with a number of sugges- 
tions to improve the benefit 
of such encounters through 


maintaining continued dia- 
logue between Muslim and 
Christian universities, 
focusing on issues of com- 
mon interest and values, as 
well as establishing media 
programmes to consolidate 
understanding and knowl- 
edge of each other. 

In his closing address, 
Metropolitan Damaskinos 
of Switzerland said the 
Muslim-Christian dialogue 
was a “consistent dialogue 
of people of faith on the 
basis of the principles of 
both religions, and issues 
which are of interest or con- 
cern to our people in view 
of the rapid changes in the 
world’s political, spiritual 
and social structures.” 

He also thanked Prince 
Hassan for his support of 
the dialogue and his “insis- 
tence on foe idea of its 
necessity.” 

“We thank him for his 
virion which maintains the 
bridge of our common hope 
in us, and gives us all tire 
strength to carry out our 
duty with responsibility 
towards ourselves and also 
towards otter people,” be 
said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Settlers seize Turkish bath in Hebron 


HEBRON (Reuter) - Jewish 
settiecs on Wednesday seized 
an Arab-owned Thridsh bath 
in Hebron to enlarge their 
West Bade enclave, a week 
after Israelis elected a right- 
wirig leader as prime minis- 
ter, Palestinians said 
A spokesman for the 400 
Jewish settlers in Hebron, a 
flashpoint of Arab-Jewish 
violence, said the property 
was an old home that 
belonged to Jews who lived 
in Hebron before tbeir mas- 
sacre by Arabs in 1929. - 
Palestinians said Israeli 
soldiers were guanfing about 
1 0 Jewirii settlers who super- 
vised workers removing 
stones from foe one-room 


bath in foe okt city. 

They said foe settlers were 
effectively destroying the 
structure and using the 
stones to build a wall that 
would annex die bad) to a 
nearby Jewish enclave. 

“It hasn’t been a week 
since (Benjamin) 

Netanyahu’s election victory 
and foe settlers are already 
trying to expand tbeir settle- 
ments,” said Salab A1 
Naishe, director of foe Waqf, 
or Islamic trust, in Hebron. 

Under an agreement with 
foe FLO, Israel was to have 
pulled out its troops from 
parts of Hebron before the 
Israeli elections and hand 
over control to the FLO. But 


Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres derided after a series 
of Islamic nublant suicide 
attacks to postpone the rede- 
ployment until after foe elec- 
tions. • 

Netanyahu, who ran on a 
platform opposing the 
Israeli-FLO land for peace 
.self-rule deal, has said that 
his new government will 
study foe agreement on army 
redeployment and decide 
later. . 

Ml Natsbe said foe 30 
square metre Turkish bath 
was owned by foe Waqf, 
which was planning to turn it 
into a small museum fra - foe 
city. 
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Palestinians wary of new 
right-wing government 
in Israel, see tougher life 


By Said Ghazali 

The Associated Press 

HEBRON (AP) — Jamil Abu Aisheh, a 
carpenter whose home overlooks a tiny 
trailer park for Jewish settlers in this 
Palestinian town, fears that life will get 
harder now that Benyamin Netanyahu has 
been elected Israel's leader. 

Three days after the May 29 election, he 
said, children of Jewish settlers in the 
town pelted his home, breaking some 
glass. 

Mr. Abu Aisheh believes such attacks 
will only become more frequent. 

“The settlers feel that the government is 
in their hands right now," says Mr. Abu 
Aisheh. 28. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who as opposition 
leader opposed the past years' Israel- 
P ales tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
peace talks, has toned down some of his 
tough statements since winning the elec- 
tion — an effort to calm concerns among 
Israelis, Arabs and around the world. 

But his coalition will likely rest on 
rightist and religious parties which sup- 
port the 140,000 Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza. And Mr. Netanyahu 
is opposed to the Palestinians’ demand to 
set up a state in the areas, which are now 
partly autonomous. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa Natshe told the 
Associated Press Tuesday that the future 
of Hebron “is the first test for 
Netanyahu" in proving that he sincerely 
desires to continue the peacemaking. 

The tense town, where 450 settlers live 
in several enclaves alongside 94,000 
Palestinians, is the last one in the West 
Bank under Israeli occupation. In 
response to a series of suicide bombings 
in Israel by militan ts three months ago, 
outgoing Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
delayed a planned March pullout from 
Hebron and sealed the West Bank and 
Gaza from Israel, keeping tens of thou- 
sands from their jobs. 

Mr. Peres promised to carry out the 
Hebron pullout after the election, but this 
week decided to leave the matter to Mr. 
Netanyahu, who has 45 days to put 
together a majority coalition in fee Knes- 


As a candidate, Mr. Netanyahu said 
troops should remain in Hebron for three 
years. But when he was asked about fee 
issue Tuesday, Mr. Netanyahu said he 
wanted to study the matter further before 
making a decision. 

On Monday. Moshe Katsav, a senior- 
Likud lawmaker, said the new govern- 
ment would “have no interest in control- 
ling fee Arab part of Hebron." 

Mr. Natshe, who sat in his office under- 
neath a map showing the planned Israeli 
withdrawal from 80 per cent of fee city, 
said that beyond fee talk, there have been 
no concrete signs that the new govern- 
ment would be serious about peacemak- 
ing. 

Particularly galling, he said, was fee 
fact feat Mr. Netanyahu's conciliatory but 
vague victory speech Sunday ignored any 
direct reference to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafar while pledging continued 
peace talks wife Arabs, “including the 
Palestinians.” 

Among ordinary people in Hebron, the 
prospect of a prolonged Israeli occupa- 
tion was demoralising. 

*1 hoped fee army would withdraw 
within a month,” said shopkeeper Zuhair 
Iskafi, now, he said, ‘‘perhaps the army 
will pull back in one or two years.” 

Mr. Iskafi managed a supermarket in 
the Israel city of Beersheba about 50 
kilometres south. But he is kept out of 
Israel by the closure and three weeks ago 
opened a mini -market here. 

Mr. Iskafi disagreed with some Pales- 
tinians who see little difference between 
peace architect Peres and right-wing 
Israelis like Netanyahu. 

“It is really bad,” he said of fee election 
result . 

Hairdresser Hanaa Abu Haikel, 37, said 
that a nationalist, religious Israeli govern- 
ment that blocks peace talks might enable 
fee Palestinians to win sympathy for feeir 
aspirations. 

“Maybe fee world will be more under- 
standing,” she said, passing an army 
roadblock near her house. 





NEWS CONFERENCE: King Hussein (centre) gestures as Palestinian 

Leader Yasser Arafat (right) ami Egyptian President Hosnl Mubarak look on daring 
a news conference Wednesday (Renter photo) 


Hamas founder sees some advantages 
in rightist triumph in Israeli elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A militant leader 
said that in some ways he 
preferred Benyamin Netan- 
yahu to Shimon Peres be- 
cause he felt the right-wing 
leader more accurately ref- 
lected fee views of fee 
majority in Israel. 

Sheikh Ahmed Yas sin, the 
jailed spiritual leader of the 
militant group Hamas, 
made the remarks in a mee- 
ting in prison with Rabbi 
Menachem Fruman, a mod- 
erate among Jewish West 
Bank settlers. 

“He said that be believed 
that a right-wing govern- 
ment expressed fee real 
feeling of fee Jewish people 
more than the left, so he 
preferred to work wife the 
right,” Rabbi Fruman told 
fee AP Tuesday. ‘They 
(Hamas) suspect feat the 
left-wing are lying... And 
are not at all upset by the 
upheaval.” 


Rabbi Fruman said feat 
he has been meeting wife 
Sheikh Yassin and several 
other Hamas leaders for 
years in an effort to find 
common ground that could 
lead to a peaceful end to 
violent attacks against 
Israelis. 

The quadriplegic Yassin, 
who is also blind, was con- 
victed in . 1991 of 

manslaughter of ordering 
fee deaths of four Palestini- 
ans suspected of collabo- 
rating with Israel 

The 61 -year-old is serv- 
ing a life sentence. 

Hamas has carried out a 
series of suicide bombings 
in Israel in hopes of wreck- 
ing fee peace agreements 
negotiated by Mr. Peres and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

Officials of Peres’ Labour 
Party have long claimed fee 
attacks were actually 
aimed at undermining them 


and brin ging Mr. 
Netanyahu's Likud to 
power in order to stop the 
peace process, which 
involved compromises feat 
hardliners opposed. 

Mr. Netanyahu has been a 
harsh critic of the accords, 
but he now promises to 
continue the peace talks. 

Rabbi Fruman said that 
the deeply Islamic move- 
ment “believes that peace 
must be built on a founda- 
tion of religion and he 
agreed that the new Likud 
government had a more 
religious outlook.” 

Mr. Netanyahu received 
strong support from the 
ultra-orthodox constituen- 
cy in Israel in fee direct 
vote for prime minister, and 
is expected to form a coali- 
tion government with the 
smaller religious parties. 


Railway may live up to ‘new Silk Road 


By Douglas Busvine 

Reuter 

SARAKHS, on the Iran- 
Turkmenistan border — A 
New “Silk Road,” a golden 
road, a bridgehead — even 
a lifeline. 

Leaders at the opening of 
a railway between Iran and 
Turkmenistan were not 
short of superlatives or 
well-worn metaphors to 
describe fee link between 
Iran's Gulf ports and the 
resource-rich hinterland of 
Central Asia. 

“This is a landmark in 
fee region's development 
which will bring a brighter 
future for its nations," 
Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani told 
12 presidents at fee May 
opening. 

He was speaking in a 
vast eight-peaked pavilion 
thrown up over founda- 
tions laid for a five-star 
hotel and office complex 
at fee heart of a planned 
5,000-hectare free eco- 
nomic zone. 

The zone's managers 
want traders and manufac- 


turers to come to the lat- 
ter-day caravanserai to tap 
the market of former Sovi- 
et republics. They put on a 
trade fair of Iranian-built 
Peugeot can and Mercedes 
buses, rugs, machinery and 
consumer goods. 

And, by offering visa- 
free stays, they hope to 
draw in some of fee shop- 
pers who now descend on 
Turkey and Dubai before 
renaming to their homes in 
what was fee Soviet Union 
in overloaded charter jets. 

"This region will give 
you all a free trade zone 
requires," Director Aghai 
Yazdy Farzin said. “You 
get cheap energy, water is 
no problem, and last but 
not least there is fee rail- 
way.” 

Frontiers wife Soviet 
Central Asia were sealed 
after British spy F.M. Bai- 
ley scrambled over fee 
border here in fee 1920s 
amid a hail of bullets from 
Red Army troops after a 
failed bid to turn fee 
region against commu- 
nism. Since fee collapse 
of the Soviet Union, trade 


between fee newly inde- 
pendent countries and feeir 
southern neighbours has 
slowly been picking up. 

Iran has been isolated by 
the West since the 1979 
revolution and the United 
States imposed an eco- 
nomic embargo last year 
after accusing it of spon- 
soring terrorism. 

There have been steps 
towards regional coopera- 
tion. wife the expansion in 
1992 of the Economic 
Cooperation Organisation 
(ECO) — founded by 
Iran. Turkey and Pakistan 
— to fee former Soviet 
Central Asian states, Azer- 
baijan and Afghanistan. 

But the limits of ECO 
were clearly shown up at a 
summit in fee Turkmen 
capital Ashgabat after fee 
railway inauguration. 

Uzbek President Islam 
Karimov threatened to 
walk out after Mr. Rafsan- 
jani lashed out at fee Unit- 
ed States and Israel. 

“We do not want this 
organisation turned into a 
political-military struc- 
ture," he said. 


Iran hopes fee railway 
will boost regional integra- 
tion. The new route will 
be shorter, faster and 
cheaper than existing rail 
links to fee Black Sea, 
Baltic or Far East 

“Wife fee opening of fee 
railway between Turk- 
menistan and Sarakhs, 
landlocked Central Asia is 
effectively linked with fee 
international waters of the 
south,” promised a slick 
video accompanied by 
state-of-the-art computer 
graphics. 

Khudaiguly Khalykov, 
head of Turkmenistan’s 
state railways, told 
Reuters that the volume of 
goods transit would hit one 
million tonnes in fee first 
year, rising to three million 
by 1998. 

Official figures show the 
300- kilometre link from 
Mashhad in Iran to the 
Turksib railway in Turk- 
menistan should eventual- 
ly carry eight million 
tonnes of freight and one 
million passengers a year. 

Mr. Khalykov said facili- 
ties were already in place 
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on fee Turkmen side to 
shift 110 rail wagons a day 
from narrow-gauge Iran- 
ian rails to wider ex-Soviet 
ones. Container-handling 
cranes are ready to work 
on the Iranian side. 

The distance from fee 
Uzbek capital Tashkent by 
rail to fee Iranian port of 
Bandar Abbas is 3.900 
kilometres — shorter than 
fee 8,700 kilometres 
across Russia to Vladivos- 
tok or 6,200 kilometres to 
Shanghai. 

Although distances to the 
Baltic and the Black Sea 
are similar, the warm 
waters of fee Gulf are far 
closer to fee booming 
markets of Asia. 

“We are looking at it as 
an opportunity for a land- 
locked country like Kaza- 
khstan,” said Adil Vadoli- 
wala, acting general direc- 
tor of Ispat Karmet, the 
company which bought 
Kazakhstan's giant Kara- 
ganda Steel Works last 
year. 

“At the moment most of 
our sales are to the Com- 
monwealth of Indepen- 



dent States and China. But 
this opens up south and 
Southeast Asia." 

Ispat Karmet expects to 
produce more than 2.6 mil- 
lion tonnes of steel this 
year, rising eventually to 
six million tonnes. It says 
fee Iranian route would 
save 10 per cent on freight 
and a week on transit 
times. 

Mark Sadler, of British 
cotton trader A. Meredith 
Jones, said his Uzbek trad- 
ing partners were looking 
at the railway closely. 

“We already take deliv- 
ery of Uzbek cotton in 
Bandar Abbas by truck. It 
works very well and the 
port facilities are good," he 
said. 

But optimism will be 
tinged wife caution until 
all teething troubles and 
bureaucratic hurdles are 
cleared 

“Everyone is waiting for 
the first train to move,” 
Mr. Vadoliwala said 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan prince meets Ben Ali 

77 tnt ^ /AFP) — Prince Takamado, a cousin of 


of fee 


of Monto he 

dLedvriffiPriow Minister Hamed Karpui and pie- 

Tokyo. 


Chirac contacts Arafat 

PARIS (R) — French President Jacques Chirac 
telephoned Palestinian President Yasser 
Tuesday and assured him of support in bis peace 
efforts cEoffice said. A spokesman sard 
Mr. Chirac also called defeated Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres and told him “he was 
that he (Peres) would continue to play a ngnfficant 
role in his country.” Mr. Chirac naa a brief con- 
versation with Mr.. Arafat “to assure fern of our sup- 
port in fee peace process, which we .haveno doubt 
will continue,” fee spokesman said. France on 
Monday applauded Israeli ^ Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu for pledging in his victory 
speech to continue fee Middle East peace process 
and for making early contact wife Arab leaders. 

15 arrested in Beirut drugs bust 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Security forces arrested 15 
Lebanese wanted for fee trafficking or consump- 
tion of drugs in early morning raids Tuesday dur- 
ing which gunfire was exchanged, police said. A 
police statement said there were no casualties . m the 
raids in Assilm in Beirut's southern suburbs dunng 
which six kilogrammes of heroin was seized. The 
police operation was backed by fee Lebanese army 
and Syrian troops deployed in Lebanon, it said. 
Lebanese authorities backed by Syrian troops have 
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arrest of traffickers and the closure of laboratories 
where cocaine and heroin are treated before local 
consumption or export to Europe and the United 
States. 

Mubarak, British minis ter hold talks 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak met Tuesday with British Foreign Office 
Minister Jeremy Hanley to discuss fee Arab-Israeli 
peace process after the right-wing Likud victory in 
Israel. The talks focused on “developments in the 
peace process following Che victory” of Likud 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu in Israeli eleii3z££is 
last week, fee state news agency MENA said Mr. 


last week, fee state news agency mljna saia mt. 
Hanley met later in the day with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa for talks on fee peace process 
and bilateral relations, fee agency said. Mr. Han- 


on fee 


irocess 


and bilateral relations, the agency said. Mr. Han- 
ley, who arrived in Egypt earlier Tuesday for a two- 
day visit, was to meet Arab League Secretary-Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul Meeuid the following day. He is 
on a five-day regional tour which has already taken 
him to Lebanon and Syria and which will mclude 
Jordan and Morocco. 

Court drops charges against legislator 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A Jerusalem magistrate 
dropped charges of sedition against a right-wing 
activist Tuesday after he was elected a member of 
parliament, Israel Radio said. Rabbi Benny Eton, a 
leader of fee right-wing Zu Artzeinu movement, 
was charged wife organising illegal mass protests 
last year against government plans to turn over 
West Bank land to the Palestinians. Protesters 
burned tires and blocked traffic for hours across the 
country. Elon, who won a Knesset seat in fee May 
29 election and therefore has parliamentary immu- 
nity, was charged along with two other group lead- 
era, Moshe Feiglin and Shmuel SacketL The 
charges against Mr. Sackett and Mr. Feiglin remain. 

Ghali postpones Cyprus meeting 

(R) — U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
uhah has postponed a meeting wife Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash set for Wednesday due to an 
illness, a UN. Spokesman said. The pair had been 
u where Dr. Ghali is attending 

the U.N. Habitat II conference on urban develop- 
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uled fee meeting for tomorrow at 1 1 .00.’ 


JORDAN TUVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15£0 Aladdin 

15:3© NBA 

lfc30 Doc. — Rimes 

I7H» News Flash 

1742 

Children's Programme — Lcs Pol- 
luartb 

I7S38 

Varieties — Lcs Monde Est A 
Voos 

iMf News in French 

19:13 Arctaimcdc 

IW5 Carol and Company 

2M0 Tarsura 

21:10 Star Trek 

32M News in English 

2235 

Feature film: "Between Love and 
Honour" 

2M9 My New Wives 

PRAYER TIMES 

ttfcSI Fair 

0S:2S (Sunrise) Data 

1244 Dtrahr 

16:14 -Asr 

1*43 Maghreb 

21:17 *Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Chord: 
Swdfleh. Td. 810740 
AnembBcs of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Td. 624390. 
Church of the Am am darfco TcL 
637440. 

De la SaSe Church Td. 661757 


Terrain cf Omrch Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmndattou Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Omnb Td. 771751. 

Amman Inter n a ti o n al Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Omrch Td: 

824328. 

Gcrmun-epcattog Evangelical Coo- 
KTCgadoo Td: 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazaranc Tel. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church hi 
Amman 

Td. 811295 

EagBs h rpriHng 

Lfttfa Cathodes Parish Td. 614190 

WEATHER 

Ballcda supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative bot weather conditions 
will prevail during the weekend 
with temperatures becoming above 
overage and winds northeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds w ffl be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 16/32 

Aqaba 22 / 38 

Deserts 15/35 

Jordan Valley 22/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30 Aqaba 35. Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 37 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 798863 

Dr. Afif Shukri ........ 898663 

Dr. Said Tawfiq 788285 

Dr. Nidal A1 Dahkh 827195 

Fires pharmacy ........ 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascon pharmacy 637055 

Na/rOukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcnani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ronfe 

Dr.AhmdQanu ..281484 

AlOuds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'd 989000 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Central Centre ........ 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue........................ 630341 

CvO Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pablic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66f j 76 

Water and Sewerage 

Cbmplahm 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdul Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773M1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

■ n 815615 

Elcctnc Power 

Cwnpany 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen A&a Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhaJidi Maternity. J. Amo 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mallias.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcnani 607071 

Shmctsanj Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abash 666127/37 

Al-AhH. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AL Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Anny.fMarfca 8916)1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hoqnutl 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikna Modem Hospital .. (09)990990 

BUD: 

Princess Baona Hospital (02)273555 

Creek Catholic Hostrittl (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nakcs Hospital.— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prieeest Hays ftapifaf ........ (03I3I4UI 

TOR THI TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Thk information d supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at Ok Ouccn Aha la- 


term dotal Airport TcL. (08)33200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flight* 

(Terminal 1) 

©fc» Beirut (RJ) 

Moscow (RJ) 

1246.... Abu Dhabi, Al 'Am (RJ) 
12:15 ' 1 

Amsterdam . Montreal . Toronto 

- Rome 8$ 

13:16 Paris (RJ) 

Os20 Athens sEi! 

13S5 London (RJ) 

IMS ... Amsterdam, Chicago RJ) 

Laxnaca RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 _ Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha RJ) 

22£0 ...... Abn Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:36 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

*4*96 Athens (OA1 

SMS........ Bdmt.Londa.S5 

Beirut (ME 

14:66 Riyadh YSV) 

1£36 — Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Afti, (GF) 

sEEEEfflS 


Damascus, Park | 

E™" Rfime( 

®^35 Antalia) 


Royri Wings (RW) nights 

Aqaba (from Marita Airport) 
3*36 Aqaba (from OAlA) (RW) 

AHUVALS 

nEghte Jord,n " n < RJ > 
(Terminal 1) 

OfcW Sananmj) 

I*-®* Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

--BcmitrRJ) 

jS -■■■- New Delhi (RJ) 

“2* Mwcat.DubdrtU) 

11*6 . — Colombo C RJ j 

MomowJrjJ 

JJS-v London 

i*£i Nw ? OI ^ J V^ crd * n ! RJ ) 

1*66 ...... Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

Lamaca(Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

J*46 ....... Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 



52 Istanbul mej 

£2 -- Amsterdam fri.) 


Royal wings (RW) nights 


HIMZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Pq*. jrmim JMHB.ni. every Moods? 
>UT.Da«M**i 5.-00 p jn. every Monday 
Dcp-Dummu 7:30n.jn.eveiy5«*tey 

AlT,A “* B * •••• 3S0p.m. every Smahy 

MARKET PRICES 

UppcrOowcr price in fib per kg. 

Apncot 9501600 

APP*C 700/ S00 

“muw nflr wjm 

Banana (MuXammar) 520/320 

Banwa (Imported) 78 M 50 

£ abb “8c 80/50 

S'®™* 

Cauliflower 200/140 

Cucumber (large) !!. 120/80 

Cucumber (small) 180/120 

280/ 180 

tmnic 440/400 

Garik (green) ” 27IY250 

“®° n 630/430 

Ma/nJw(laiw:) I 7 W 120 

250/170 

Onion (dry) 110/70 


— London (KJ) 


— — - tvwi 

E®** 

{"Upper (hot) 340 / 240 

™PP« (sweet) 450000 

S”* 10 290/170 

String Bean 530/400 

Tomato ..... 160/100 

Watermelon Sim 
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Prince Raad attends graduation at 
College of Occupational Therapy 

College to start offering B.A. degrees 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputising for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid on Wednesday attend- 
ed the graduation ceremony 
of the fourth batch of the 
Jordanian College of Occu- 
pational Therapy. 

Her Royal Highness 
Princess Majda Raad, who 
is die chairperson of the 
college's board of directors, 
announced that the college 
will freeze admittance of 
students for one year until 
its premises are moved 
from A1 Hussein Medical 
Centre to the University of 
Jordan. 

She said that after the 
move, the college will start 
offering students a bache- 
lors degree instead of the 


current three-year diploma. 

The Princess stressed the 
important role of the col- 
lege in providing Jordan’s 
medical sector with its 
needs of specialised per- 
sonnel and added that grad- 
uates from college should 
be given enough care and 
support and be given a 
chance to shoulder their 
responsibilities. 

Director of the Royal 
Medical Services Major- 
General Yousef Qusous 
delivered an address in 
which he outlined the 
establishment and develop- 
ment of the college. 

According to Maj.-Gen. 
Qusous, the college was 
established in 1989 as a 
joint project between the 
Armed Forces’ Royal Med- 


ical Services and the Gen- 
eral Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

Describing the college as 
one of Jordan's great 
achievements, GUVS Pres- 
ident Abdullah Khatib said 
the college was established 
during the last decade 
which was dedicated for the 
handicapped. 

Dean of the college Jamal 
Smadi said the college has 
always been seeking to 
offer the best educational 
facilities to its students, 
who obtain their diplomas 
after receiving training at 
GUVS’s and the Ministry 
of Health’s centres. 

At the end of the ceremo- 
ny, Prince Raad distributed 
diplomas to the graduates. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.K. envoy opens clinic 

AMMAN (Petra) — British Ambassador to Jordan Peter Hinchdiffe on Wednesday 
opened a dentistry dime at Al Malhah Society in Amm an.Tbe clinic, provided with 
modern equipment donated by the British government, win be serving residents of 
the surrounding areas in Wadi Al Nasser. The president and members of the soci- 
ety’s administrative committee thanked the ambassador for his country’s support of 
the society. Clinic is fully equipped. 

Exports witnessed 25% growth in 1995 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of Jordan Export Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation (JEDCO) Mohammad Halaiqah said Wednesday that in 
1995, Jordanian exports increased by 25 per cent compared with 1994. He said Jor- 
dan has been exporting products to over 100 countries which are m al tin g more 
demands for these exports due to their competitive prices and good quality, adding 
that 1995 exports totalled $1,419 billion. Mr. Halaiqah said JEDCO was searching 
for new markets for Jordanian exports, among which is the West Bank market 
which is seen as a promi s in g market. He noted that Israel’s a nnn al exports to the 
West Bank are estimated at $2-5 billion. 


Jordan, Qatar to set up joint parliamentary 
committee to help in promoting ties 


DOHA (Petra) — Jordan 
and Qatar on Wednesday 
decided to sec up a joint 
parliamentary committee to 
help in promoting ties 
between the Kingdom's 
Lower House of Parliament m 
and Qatar’s Shura Council. 

The decision was taken in 
Doha at a meeting between 
Lower House Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour and Speaker of 
the Shura Council Moham- 
mad Ben Mubarak Al Khal- 
ifi. 

At a press briefing after 
the meeting, attended by 
parliamentarians from the 
two sides, Mr. Scour said 
the committee will act as a 
link between the two coun- 
tries’ parliaments and that it 
mainly aims to bolster par- 
liamentary cooperation 
between Jordan and Qatar 
in particular, and coopera- 
tion among all Arab parlia- 
ments in general. 

It will also give the two 
parliaments the chance to 
exchange views and exper- 


tise and to serve the two 
countries’ interests and 
joint Arab action, Mr. Srour 
said, adding that he will 
soon announce the Dames 
of the committee members 
on the Jordanian side. 

Mr. Srour described the 
Jordanian -Qatari ties as 
exemplary and stressed the 
Kingdom’s keenness to 
boost them. 

He also, underlined the 
importance of meetings 
■ between Arab parliamentar- 
ians at the bilateral level or 
at the Arab Parliamentary 
Union (APU) level, and 
called for increasing these 
meetings to serve the high- 
er interests of the Arab 
Nation. 

The House speaker also 
praised Qatar's policies 
aimed at healing Arab rifts, 
saying the Gulf Emirate's 
stands on the causes of the 
Arab Nation are a source of 
pride for all Arabs. 

Expressing parliament's 
readiness to extend any 





Saad Hayel S row- 

possible assistance to the 
Qatari Shura Council, Mr. 
Srour outlined at the meet- 
ing Jordan's democrotisa- 
tion experience and the role 
of Parliament in advancing 
it and participating in the 
decision-making process. 

Mr. Srour reiterated an 
invitation to Mr. Khalifi to 
visit Jordan at the head of a 
parliamentary delegation. 


Mr. Khalifi paid tribute 
to Jordan's role at the .Arab 
arena and commended His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
efforts to achieve .Arab con- 
ciliation and solidarity. 

Also Wednesday, Mr. 
Srour met with Qatari For- 
eign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Thani and reviewed with 
him means of enhancing 
bilateral relations. 

They discussed the latest 
developments on the Arab 
and international arenas 
and stressed the need ro 
expand the scope of .Arab 
meetings to coordinate 
Arab stands on various 
issues. 

Mr. Sour and Sheikh 
Hamad stressed the need 
for the .Arab countries to 
overcome their differences 
and to place the interests of 
the Arab Nation above any 
other consideration. 

They also called on Arab 
countries to discuss their 
problems in a frank manner 


and not to allow any foreign 
power to undermine the 
security of any Arab coun- 
try-. 

Underlining the signifi- 
cant role the Jordaniun- 
Qatari Joint Committee 
plays in boosting ties. 
Sheikh Hamad voiced his 
country’s full support for 
the committee, which will 
convene in Amman next 
month. 

On Thursday, Mr. Srour 
will hold a pre.ss conference 
at the conclusion of his 
ihrce-day official visit to 
the emirate to outline the 
outcome of his visit and 
talks with Qaiari officials. 

Mr. Srour. accompanied 
on the visit by deputies 
Ibrahim Kilani. Ali Shatti 
and Mohammad Hunciti. 
will also meet with the Jor- 
danian community in Qatar 
at the residence of the Jor- 
danian ambassador io„ get 
familiarised with their con- 
ditions. 


Experts stress need for better 
performance in electricity distribution 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Arab and 
European engineers and 
experts exchanged informa- 
tion and know-how and 
stressed the need for 
improving performance in 
electricity distribution dur- 
ing a four-day international 
symposium that ends here 
today. 

Over 90 scientific papers 
covering, all aspects of elec- . 
tricity distribution were 
presented in die symposium 
which started Monday and 
was organised by the Arab 
Union of Producers, Trans- 
porters and Distributors of 
Electricity (AUPTDE) and 
the International Confer- 
ence on Electricity Distrib- 
" utioh (CIRED). 

“A particular focus was 
put on the need for contain- 
ing losses,” CIRED Presi- 
dent and chairman of the 
symposium Leslie de Zilwa 
told the Jordan Times. 

While in European coun- 
tries between five and 
seven per cent of electricity 
generated, is wasted in the 
distribution process, the 
average percentage of loss- 
es in developing countries 
reaches up to 20 per cent 

“Jordan, with its average 
of 12 per cent in losses, 
decreasing in urban and 


developed areas, to go 
down. to S.6 per cent in the 
Amman district, is not in 
such a bad situation,” assis- 
tant technical manager at 
Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO) and 
member of the joint techni- 
cal committee at the sym- 
posium Fathi Khatib point- 
ed out. 

“Losses depend on the 
system used and on the 
. design parameters, but, 
considering Jordan's geo- 
logical parameters and the 
extension of desert areas, 
the Kingdom’s electricity 
losses are not particularly 
high,” Mr. Khatib said. • 

• Ensuring continuity in 
supply, and avoiding inter- 
ruptions in the distribution 
network through efficient 
maintenance and good 
constructions designs, were 
also among the main 
themes discussed during 
the symposium. 

According to Secretary 
General of AUPTDE 
Mohammed Azzam. Jor- 
dan’s standards in continu- 
ity of supplies are also sat- 
isfying. Mr. Azzam. who is 
also chief engineer for tech- 
nical and corporate plan- 
ning at the Jordan Electrici- 
ty Authority (JEA), told the 
Jordan Times that with six 
hours per year of interrup- 
tion in electricity distribu- 
tion. Jordan's standards 


could be considered in the 
range of Western countries. 

The symposium brought 
together 210 experts from 
24 countries all over 
Europe and the Arab World 
and was co-sponsored by 
the JEA. the JEPCO and the 
Irbid District Electricity 
Authority. 

The four working ses- 
sions of the symposium 
dealt with planning of elec- 
tricity distribution networks 
and standardisation, design 
and construction, with par-r 
ticular focus on methodolo- 
gies for losses optimisation, 
system control and mainte- 
nance, customer relations. 

An exhibition presenting 
the latest technologies in 
electricity distribution and 
the latest achievements of 
European and Arab manu- 
facturers was associated 
with the symposium 
throughout the four days of 
the working sessions. 

‘The symposium was the 
result of a fruitful two-year 
scientific cooperation 
between AUPTDE and 
CIRED. and was meant 
from the beginning to be a 
specialised conference, 
focused on the specific 
problems and needs of the 
Middle Eastern region,” 
Mr. De Zilwa said. 

“The joint technical com- 
mittee focused on specific 
problems affecting this 


region, such as pollution, 
the occurrences of failures 
to ground due to sand 
storms and the increasing 
need for automation.” Mr. 
Khatib said. 

“One of the greatest 
achievements of this sym- 
posium was that electricity 
producers, manufacturers 
and utilisers had the possi- 
bility to gather and discuss 
their different priorities and 
needs, so that designers, 
constructors and suppliers 
can meet the needs of local 
distributors,"' member of 
the joint- technical commit", 
tee at the symposium Giu- 
iiano Monizza pointed out. 

Mr. De Zilwa pointed to 
the similarities in the pri- 
vatisation processes which 
electricity authorities and 
agencies in some European 
and Arab countries are 
undergoing. 

The general trend shows 
that more and more govern- 
ments are selling Lheir elec- 
tricity utilities to the pub- 
lic,” he said. 

Nonetheless, European 
and Arab national electrici- 
ty agencies on their way to 
start a privatisation process 
will hit markets with very 
different demands and will 
need different strategies of 
demand management. 

While Europe is register- 
ing an annual increase in 
electricirv demand of 1.5 


per cent. Jordan's national 
demand, due to the ongoing 
industrialisation, is growing 
at a rate of 7.5 per cent per 
year. 

"JEPCO is lacing figures 
showing a tremendous 
rapidity in demand growth, 
which has never been faced 
in Europe.” Mr. Khatib told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to Mr. Khatib, 
in the last 20 years 
JEPCO’s consumers 
increased from 95.000 to 
half a million, and the 
’Kingdom V electricity dis- 
tribution network expanded 
to serve from 40 per cent of 
the population in 1975. to 
99 per cent of Lhe King- 
dom's total population in 
1995. 

According to Mr. De 
Zilwa. Jordan's electricity 
market will reach saturation 
in 20 years lime. 

“Improving performance 
is an essential pan of any 
demand managing strate- 
gy.” Mr. Khatib said, 
adding that in 1975 JEPCO 
registered technical losses 
in electricity distribution 
that amounted to 16 per 
cent. 

"At the end of the day. 
ability to contain losses will 
positively reflect on the 
consumers' bills." 


Public nurses strike 
demanding pay raise 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — About 2, .200 
government nurses around 
the Kingdom Wednesday 
stopped work for two hours 
in all government medical 
institutions demanding a 
pay raise despite promises 
from the government to 
study their demands. 

The nurses vowed to con- 
tinue their strike after 
receiving no reaction from 
the government, according 
to Khalid Rawabah. vice 
president of the Jordanian 
Nursing Association (JNA). 

"A committee, that 
formed by the JNA, decided 
Wednesday evening to 
extend the strike, since the 
government ignored our 
strike and demands,” Mr. 
Rawabah told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to Mr. 
Rawabah, the strike was 
nation-wide, and was held 
in all government institu- 
„ tions during regular work- 
-ing hours, between 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m., and nurses 
offered medical services 
only to emergency cases 
and surgeries. 

The nurses, who are plan- 
ning to strike for four hours 
next Sunday, are demand- 
ing a 90 per cent raise, 
instead of the present 50 per 


cent raise, in addition to 
their inclusion in an incen- 
tive allowance system. 

On Monday, Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
met with the JNA commit- 
tee and informed the dele- 
gation of his commitment to 
their demands and promised 
to restructure the health sec- 
tor and to reconsider the 
regulations related to the 
incentives and promotions. 

But this, according to 
JNA members, was not 
enough because they said 
they wanted a genuine com- 
mitment from the govern- 
ment. 

‘‘We will not halt our 
planned strikes, until we 
receive a written commit- 
ment from the prime minis- 
ter noting our demands will 
be met soon,” Mr. 

Rawabah insisted. 

If Lhe government does 
not respond to their 

demands, nurses will strike 
all day June 12. They will 
then stop working until a 
solution is reached by the 
oovemment and the JNA. 

° A similar strike, staged by 
government physicians 
demanding equal rights as 
their private sector counter- 
parts, drew instant attention 
from Mr. Kabariti’s govern- 
ment, who intervened the 
same evening promising to 
study their demands. 


Controversy.over demolition of 
deputy’s ‘property’ dies out after 
making tabloid headlines 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A political 
controversy that arose over 
the demolition last week of 
a house and a water well 
that independent Islamist 
deputy Abdul Majid Al 
Aqtash had built on a state 
owned piece of land seems 
to have died down after it 
turned into a hot political 
issues debated on the pages 
of weekly tabloids due to 
the political nature that 
deputy Aqtash tried to 
bestow upon the case. 

The controversy started 
when, after weeks of legal 
deliberations, a Madaba 
court issued the decision to 
demolish all the property 
that deputy Al Aqtash had 
built on st two-dunum piece 
of land adjacent to his farm 
near Madaba. 

On May 28, Madaba gov- 
ernor sent government bull- 
dozers to cany out a court 
order. But just as the bull- 
dozers roared through the 
farm, die deputy was crying 
political persecution. Even 
though the court case was 
launched by the deputy's 
neighbour who was compet- 


ing with him over the utili- 
sation of the land, Mr. 
Aqtash tried to assume the 
posture of a political victim 
and weekly tabloid spotted 
a story that had the potential 
of making sensational 
headlines. 

Mr. Aqtash charged that 
the government took the 
action against him as pun- 
ishment for the fierce attack 
he made against Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 

and his ministerial team in 
the speech he made during 
the House confidence ses- 
sion in early March. 

The deputy, who is known 
for his fiery —yet funny— - 
speeches in Parliament, 
withheld confidence from 
the cabinet. The destruction 
of the property which he 
built on a land he does not 
own was the government's 
way to take revenge against 
him, he claimed. 

But Madaba governor, 
who carried out the court 
order to abolish Mr. 
Aqtash's properties on the 
state owned land, unequivo- 
_ cally rejected the deputy's 
’ accusations. 

The decision to remove 
Mr. Aqtash's investment on 
the state land was issued by 


a court of law on legal and 
not political grounds, the 
governor insisted. 

Mr, Aqtash had been 
using the land for 45 years, 
a family member told the 
Jordan Times. But the 
neighbour wanted a piece of 
the cake and when he could- 
n't, he sued Mr. Aqtash. 
.Both came out losers. 

Mr. Aqtash. according to 
: his family member, incurred 
about JD 3,300 in damages. 
His neighbour's loss was 
higher. 

According to the same 
source. the government 
bulldozers also destroyed 
property that the neighbour 
had built on the state-owned 
land. His losses are estimat- 
ed’ at JD 10,000. 

Mr. Aqtash started giving 
the case a political dimen- 
sion only after he failed to 
get a government permis- 
sion to continue using the 
land before the court order 
was issued. • 

But that did not help him 
much and he and his family 
have accepted their loss. 

“As far as we are con- : 
cemed, the case is closed 
and what has been done is 
done," Mr. Aqtash's family 
member said. 




Jazz Caravan 


9 6 


Will be held at the Roman Amphitheatre in Amman between the 
6th - 18th of June. 

Eleven worldwide well - recognized Jazz groups will be performing 
in open air. different kinds of spectacular Jazz music ranging from 
Classical through Oriental to Latin America Fusion Jazz. . 


Special seating for tickets sold ah 
" Al - Qasr Hotel * Freddy for Music 

* Castello Restaurant * Romero Restaurant 

* MoKa Cafe * Chez Hilda 


EUROPEAN COMMISSION 


For further information, please call co - sponsors 

Free entrance for the ©penning tonight at 930 pm. 
invitations will be available at the Delegation Of 
The European Commission (Tel. 668191/2), 
and at Freddy For Music (Tel. 692696),and at 
Al-QASR Hotel (Tel. 689671 ). 



TtCGELLAD 

Tel 639671-2 

Freddy For Music 

Tel 701 B88 - 692696 









4 World News 


S. Korean parliament breaks 
up in opening day chaos 


Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, June 6 - 7, 1996 




SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s new 
parliament broke up in chaos on its 
opening day Wednesday as opposition 
members attacked the ruling party for 
poaching deputies to give it control of 
the chamber. 

The opposition had threatened a 
boycott in protest at the New Korea 
Party's success in regaining its overall 
majority in the National Assembly 
after a general election setback. 

The New Korea Party, headed by 
President Kim Young-Sam, won 139 
seats in the 299-seat assembly in April, 
but now has 15 1 seats after swelling its 
ranks, mainly with independents. 

In the end, members of the National 
Congress For New Politics and United 
Liberal Democrats turned up for the 
opening session. 

But the acting speaker, a member of 
the United Liberal Democrats, refused 
to go ahead with a vote for speaker, 
saying the dispute over the New Korea 
Party’s majority must First be resolved. 

Amid shouting and angry exchanges 
between ruling and opposition mem- 
bers, Kim Hur-Nam declared parlia- 
ment adjourned until June 12. 

Opposition members erupted into 


cheers after Mr. Kim slammed down 
his gavel to signal the end of busi- 
nesss. Mr. Kim, 76, was selected as 
acting speaker since he is the oldest 
member of the house. 

“A clash is expected if the ruling and 
opposition parties do not reach an 
agreement," he warned. 

An inauguration ceremony sched- 
uled for Wednesday afternoon was 
cancelled. 

Publicly, die opposition mai n tai n s 
that by cobbling together a working 
majority the New Korea Party has 
frustrated the will of the electorate. 

But opposition deputies say private- 
ly they are angry because they had 
hoped to use the ruling party’s weak- 
ness in the new parliament to open 
inquiries into President Kim’s 
finances. 

In particular, the opposition is keen 
to get details of Mr. Kim's funding for 
his 1992 presidential bid. It maintains 
Mr. Kim dipped into a huge slush fund 
amassed by his disgraced predecessor, 
Roh Tae-Woo. 

President Kim has denied taking a 
single cent of illegal money, but has 
given only sketchy details of where his 


campaign financing came from. 

Park Sang-Chun, floor leader of the 
main opposition National Congress for 
New Politics, warned the ruling party 
against steamrollmg through its candi- 
date for speaker. 

"We will not acknowledge die new 
speaker and protest his authority for 
the next two years” he said. A speak- 
er’s term lasts for two years, while 
parliament is elected for four years. 

President Kim has nominated Kim 
So o- Han, a long-time associate, as 
speaker. 

The opposition maintains that nine 
independents and three members of 
the Democratic Party were bullied into 
joining the r ulin g camp. It has 
demanded the New Korea Party expel 
the three Democratic Party newcomers 
and apologise. 

The opposition is also calling for a 
review of election laws. It alleges 
April's vote was riddled with irregu- 
larities. 

The National Congress has 79 seats 
in the new parliament, the United 
Libera] Democrats 49, the Democratic 
Party 12 and independents eight 


U.S. Senate Democrats block Dole 
Dole-backed missile defence wades int0 

WASHINGTON (R) — Senate majority vative backers as the Heritage Foundation. ^^lT21X112t 
leader Bob Dole failed to overcome De- He also bad the backing of every 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole failed to overcome De- 
mocratic opposition in the Senate Tuesday 
to a bill approving a missile defence system 
that he has made part of his presidential 
campaign platform. 

Sen. Dole, who leaves the Senate next 
Tuesday to pursue full-time his challenge to 
President Bill Clinton, never expected to 
win the vote. Like other measures he is 
offering this week that have no chance of 
success, he presented the missile defence 
plan to demonstrate his sharp policy differ- 
ences with the president. 

Mr. Clinton has pledged to veto the mis- 
sile defence bill, a successor to the far larg- 
er “Star Wars" system backed by President 
Ronald Reagan in the 1980s, if it passes. 
The administration says Sen. Dole’s bill 
would violate the 1972 anti-ballistic missile 
(ABM) treaty and cost too much. 

The Senate voted along party lines, 53-46, 
against ending a filibuster, as Republicans 
fell short of the 60 votes needed to end 
debate. Democrats condemned the proposal 
as a budget-buster that would be obsolete 
before it is built The Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) has estimated the missile sys- 
tem would cost from $30 billion to $60 bil- 
lion. 

Nonetheless, Sen. Dole’s point was made. 
After the vote he was ready to move on to 
his other issues of the day — a balanced 
budget amendment to the constitution and a 
bill that would speed expansion of the 
NATO alliance. Both are opposed by Mr. 
Clinton and neither is expected to pass. 

Although he lost the Missile Defence Bill 
in the Senate to minority Democrats, Sen. 
Dole won credit in the eyes of such conser- 


vative backers as the Heritage Foundation. 
He also had the backing of every 
Republican senator. 

“The threat today is greater than it was 
during the cold war." argued Sen. James 
Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican. “During 
the cold war we had two superpowers, so 
we had agreements to downgrade nuclear 
capability ... Today we are talking about 25 
to 30 nations” that could present a danger. 

The Dole plan requires deployment by 
2003 of a system that could protect the 50 
states from attacks by a small number of 
missiles. The ABM treaty with the former 
Soviet Union permits only one U.S. anti- 
missile site and opponents say defending all 
50 states would require additional sites. 
Russia assumed the Soviet Union's treaty 
obligations. 

In addition, the system requires costly and 
sophisticated new technology in the future. 
It is those extras — which could include 
space-based weapons — that CBO estimat- 
ed would drive the price up to $30 billion to 
$60 billion and the administration says 
would also violate the ABM treaty^ 

Many Democrats drew a straight line 
between Sen. Dole’s support of a balanced 
budget amendment and his support of the 
costly missile system. “Surely the Ame- 
rican people who watch and listen must 
think we have the attention span of house 
flies,” said Sen. Byron Dorgan, a North 
Dakota Democrat. 

“If you’re going to balance the budget as 
the budget should be balanced ... There is 
not room for a very large tax cut and there 
is not room for $60 billion for additional 
‘Star Wars’ programmes." 


OAS questions legality of 
U.S. anti- Cuba sanctions law 


PANAMA CITY (AFP) — The Organisa- 
tion of American States, in an unprecedent- 
ed blow against Washington, ordered 
Tuesday an investigation of the legality of a 
new U.S. law aimed at stifling foreign in- 
vestment in Cuba. 

The United States, casting the lone oppos- 
ing vote, lashed out at the overwhelming 
approval of a resolution authorising an 
OAS legal panel to rule whether the Helms- 
Burton Law violates international law, call- 
ing it "diplomatic cowardice" in the face of 
Communist Cuba. 

The OAS resolution criticised the U.S. 
law as a “unilateral” action with “extraterri- 
torial effects" on third countries. 

It was approved without debate by 23 
members of the 34-state OAS, convened 
here Monday for its 26th annual General 
Assembly. 

Nine delegations that had supported the 
resolution were absent for the vote. Do- 
minica. which did not participate in Tues- 
day's session, had not formally supported 
the Washington-based OAS’ first protest of 
a U.S. law. 

The initiative was sponsored by Canada 
and the 14-nation Rjo Group. Bolivian 
Foreign Minister Ricardo Aranibar Quroga 
presented the resolution to the OAS Gene- 
ral Assembly Tuesday. 

The document states that the organisation 
is "concerned about the enactment and 
application by member states of laws whose 
territorial effects infringe on the sovereign- 
ty of other states, as well as the freedom of 
trade and investment.” 

Under the U.S. Helms-Burton Law enact- 
ed in March, U.S. nationals can sue foreign 
firms for compensation from the use of 
their former property, nationalised and 
resold by Cuban President Fidel Castro's 
government 

Id addition, executives of firms that do 
business with Cuba, and their relatives, 
could be hatred from entering the United 
States. 

The U.S. ambassador to the OAS, Harriet 
Babbitt addressing the assembly after the 
vote, angrily denounced the action taken by 
Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
“What kind of diplomatic cowardice is 


this?” 

“Are certain countries embarrassed that 
they can muster the fortitude to question a 
domestic law but lack the moral and politi- 
cal courage to denounce a totalitarian dicta- 
torship?" she asked a hushed room. 

Cuba has not been represented at OAS 
sessions since it was suspended in 1962 for 
not holding what the organisation deems 
democratic elections. 

Ms. Babbitt criticised the fact that no 
debate on the resolution was allowed before 
the vote. “The United States must under- 
score our dissatisfaction with the way this 
resolution has been presented.” 

None of the other speakers responded to 
her criticisms. The U.S. diplomat left the 
hall immediately after her speech. 

The United States has a unilateral 34- 
year-old economic embargo on Castro’s 
Communist government But several U.S. 
allies, including Mexico, Canada and the 
European Union, have substantial business 
interests on the island. 

With about one million Cuban- Ame- 
ricans, most of them in southern Florida, 
the United States has refused to engage in 
dialogue with Mr. Castro to try to pressure 
movement toward Western-style democra- 
cy. 

But U.S. allies have taken the stand that 
engaging with Castro on the business front 
gives his government more of a stake in 
cooperation with others. 

Costa Rica’s foreign minister, Fernando 
Naranjo, defended the action to reporters as 
the OAS’ “genuine right” to examine the 
U.S. law and rejected U.S. assertions that it 
plays into Cuba's hands. 

“We’re not talking here about Cuba, but 
about the extraterritorial character of the 
Helms-Burton Law and in the assembly 
everyone showed that they were very both- 
ered by tins law,” he said. 

In Washington's first action to implement 
die Helms-Burton Law, the U.S. adminis- 
tration last week warned three companies 
from Canada, Mexico and Italy that they 
face possible blacklisting for doing busi- 
ness in Cuba. 


CHESTER, VA. (R) — 
Presumptive presidential 
nominee Bob Dole waded 
into a Republican primary 
fight Tuesday, taking a 
stand against conservative 
opponents of Sen. John 
Warner led by Iran-contra 
figure Oliver North. 

Sen. Warner, a three-term 
Republican senator who 
was once married to actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, is fight- 
ing for his political life 
against James Miller, an 
aide to -former President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Mr. Miller’s campaign 
may be short on cash but it 
has a powerful weapon in 
Col. North, who has vowed 
to rally his supporters to 
vote for Mr. Miller. 

North, a Marine Colonel, 
became the central figure 
in the 1986-87 scandal that 
rocked the Reagan admin- 
istration as the brains be- 
hind secret operations that 
sold U.S. arms to Iran and 
shifted the profits to Ni- 
caragua’s contra guerrillas. 

Sen. Dole had been urged 
by Mr. Miller’s supporters 
to stay out of (he state until 
the bruising intraparty bat- 
tle was decided. But he 
travelled to Virginia with 
Sen. Warner, 69. His mis- 
sion was ostensibly to push 
a balanced federal budget 
but the lasting image was 
of the Republican Party's 
presumptive presidential 
ca n didate standing up for 
his old friend Sen. Warner. 

“Thank you for all the 
great work you have done 
in the Senate and will con- 
tinue to do in the Senate,'' 
Sen. Dole said at a cam- 
paign rally held in the 
Pheasant Run Housing De- 
velopment His words were | 
brief but as Sen. Warner 
told reporters it was the | 
picture that counted: “A 
picture is worth 1,000 
words.” 

“He strongly spoke on 
my behalf. It’s a team — 
Bob Dole and John Warner. 
It’s been a team for a long 
time and is going to contin- 
ue to be a team," said Sen. 
Warner, who is second on 
the Senate Aimed Services 
Committee and heads the 
rules committee. 

Some analysts call the 
primary a “grudge match” 
for Col. North after Sen. 
Warner was instrumental in 
Col. North's defeat in his 
bid for the seat of Democ- 
ratic Sen. Charles Robb in 
1994. Warner backed inde- 
pendent Marshall Cole- 
man, an act for which the 
conservatives who domi- 
nate the state Republican 
Party have not forgiven 
him 

Mr. Miller, 54, a former 
head of the Federal Trade 
Commission and budget 
director for Mr. Reagan, 
has taken the offensive 
with radio ads that brand 
Sen. Warner a liberal. 
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Gunmen shot and killed Kudirat Abiola (right) on Tbesday. The outspoken wife of 
Moshood Abiola, the detained millionaire businessman widely believed to have won 
the 1993 Nigerian presidential polls annulled by the military, is seen in this file pic- 
ture when she was about to cast her vote along with her husband. Nigerian newspa- 
pers speculated that the killing was the work of hired assassins (Renter photo) 

Speculation rife on Abiola wife killers 


LAGOS (R) — Nigerian newspapers 
Wednesday speculated that the killing of 
the wife of detained presidential claimant 
Moshood Abiola was the work of assassins. 

“Kudirat Abiola assassinated,” headlined 
National Concord, a daily belonging to Mr. 
Abiola. 

“It was widely speculated that she was 
killed by suspected hired assassins,” said 
the Punch, a newspaper published in the 
southwestern heartland of opposition to the 
military government 

Mrs. Abiola was shot in the head at close 
range by still unidentified gunmen as she 
was driving along a Lagos street Tuesday. 
Her driver was also killed 

The senior wife of Moshood Abiola, she 
was an outspoken campaigner for the 
release of her husband 

In Washington, the U.S. State Department 
Tuesday deplored the murder and called on 
the government to catch and prosecute the 
killers. 

State Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies said it was too soon to tell whether 
the killing was politically motivated “but it 
does appear to have been an assassination, 
not an intended robbery". 

“So what we are engaged in doing is call- 
ing on the government of Nigeria to thor- 
oughly investigate the crime, diligently pur- 
sue these killers and to ensure they're iden- 
tified and duly prosecuted,” Ms. Davies 
told reporters. 

U:S. Assistant Secretary of State John 
Shattuck told the BBC (British 
Broadcasting Corporation): “She was 
apparently pulled from her car and shot and 
there was no evidence of any robbery that 
we are aware of ” 

Mr. Shattuck, who on a visit to Nigeria 
last week complained of the worsening 
human rights situation, said evidence 
abounded of repression and harassment of 
the press and opposition, particularly 
through detentions and secret trials. 

“These are all tactics that are being used 
to harass and repress legitmate poltieal 
activity,” he said. 

In Britain, Nigeria's former colonial ruler; 
the Foreign Office had a more muted 
response. 

“We were sorry to hear this tragic news. 
We hope that the Nigerian government will 
quickly investigate the circumstances and 
bring those responsible to justice,” a 
spokesman said. 

Nigerian police have promised a full 
investigation. 

Africa's most populous nation with about 
100 million people, Nigeria has been in cri- 


sis since June 1993 when a presidential 
election deemed to have been won by Mr. 
Abiola was annull ed by the generals then 
holding power. 

Mr. Abiola has been detained in the capi- 
tal Abuja since June 1994 when he pro- 
claimed hims elf president of Nigeria based 
on the results of the annulled poll. 

The United States has repeatedly criti- 
cised the military government of General 
Sani Abac ha, who seized power in 3 coup in 
November 1993, for its treatment of Mr. 
Abiola and other political figures. 

It has imposed a series of economic sanc- 
tions, though it has so far balked at banning 
oil imports from Nigeria. 

Nigerian Police made several arrests 
Wednesday when they broke up a protest by 
thousands of students in the city of Ibadan 
following the assassination of Mrs. Abiola. 

The police bolstered security measures in 
the city and blocked access to the head- 
quarters of Oyo state military governor. 
Colonel Bee Nwosu, where the protest 
march was headed, witnesses told AFP. 

The crowd dispersed without any clashes 
between police and protesters but several 
people, believed to be organisers of the 
March, were arrested. 

Meanwhile, a delegation of government 
minis ters and high-ranking officers from 
die military junta, led by the Nigerian army 
Chief-of-Staff General Ishaya Bamaiyi. 
presented its condolences to the Abiola 
family, sources close to the family said. 

The group included Colonel Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola, the military administrator of 
Lagos state, and eight government minis- 
ters. 

General Bamaiyi handed over a letter 
from head of state General Sani Abacha, in 
which he expressed “shock” at the news of 
the killing, and promised to do all be could 
to clarify the “mysterious” circumstances of 
her death, the sources said. 

Thousands of people, mostly students, 
had gathered for the march earlier in the 
day in front of Ibadan University as anger 
spread over Mis. Abiola’s violent death, 
witnesses said 

Mrs. Abiola, 44, died Tuesday in Eko 
Hospital, a private clinic in Ikeja in the 
north of Lagos near where she lived, short- 
ly after unknown gunmen opened fire on 
her car. 

The protestors chanted slogans critical of 
the military regime and demanded the 
release of Moshood Abiola and acceptance 
of the June 1993 presidential election 
results. 


Computer software seen 
behind Ariane-5 accident 


KOUROU, French Guiana (R) — Space 
officials said Wednesday that a computer 
software problem probably sent the first 
Ariane-5 rocket veering off course Tuesday, 
prompting ground controllers to blow it up. 

Daniel Mugnier, launch operations direc- 
tor for the French Space Agency (CNES), 
told a news conference that preliminary 
data indicated computers had sent wrong 
information to the rocket causing it to 
change direction and break apart 

He said that the finding was based on data 
collected on the ground, used to track the 
technical progress of a rocket launch. 

Ground controllers destroyed the rocket 
together with its uninsured $500 milli on 
scientific satellite payload, when it veered 
off course 37 seconds after lift-off in 
Kourou, French Guiana. 

Officials declined to say how much time 
would be needed io determine the precise 
cause of the accident and make necessary 
changes to the rocket 

Space officials said earlier that the proba- 
ble cause was an electronic guidance error, 
rather than a more serious propulsion fault 
An independent ivestigation is due to report 
by mid-July. 

Meanwhtie Western Europe’s ambitious 
space programme may have gone up in 
smoke when the first Ariane-5 rocket 
careered off course and was blown up. 

Before the launch, the rocket had been 
described as having a reliability rate of 98.5 
per cent by the European Space Agency 
(ESA). 

The spectacular failure, broadcast live on 
French Television, recalled the 1986 mid- 
air explosion of the U.S. space shuttle 
Challenger, in which seven astronauts died. 

This time no one was injured. About 100 
guests watching the launch at Toucan, a site 


just three kilometres from the launchpad, 
were evacuated wearing gas masks. 

Space officials played down the impact of 
the blast but analysts said it would be diffi- 
cult to portray Ariane-5 as the asset main- 
taining Western Europe’s lead in launching 
heavy satellites and possibly leading to 
manned space flights. 

A sombre ESA Director General Jean- 
Marie Luton told a news conference at the 
launch site that Europe’s will to pursue the 
Ariane-5 programme was undiminished. 

“Many tests were held before the Ariane- 
5 launch to m a k e U.S. as reliable as possi- 
ble but no test permits us to guarantee 
absolute success, even with the most 
proven launchers," he said. 

In Bonn, German Science and Education 
Minister Juergen Ruettgers said as much 
information as possible must be gathered 
before another rocket was launched. 

Germany's Daimler-Benz Aerospace 
rn^ed its European partners to continue 
with the programme despite the setback. 
cTv-i?*** Europe’s ambitions for the 
S8 billion, 10-year Ariane-5 programme 
spreads beyond satellite launches. 

It was originally conceived to launch 
Hermes, a European version of the 
American space shuttle, but that pro- 
pmme was abandoned in the early 1990s 
because of rising costs and disputes over its 
scientific and commercial value 

rCNFS^cS Nad S nal Space A Sency 
S? advo 5^ ed ? raa *ned space cap- 
rale to be earned aboard Ariane-5 for 
Europe s contribution to the international 
space station Alpha. nai 

to be more modest in 
TcSSS “ft* ^ incident,” said 


Woman beaten 
unconscious in 
New York park ^ 

new YORK (R) — A {- 
young woman in her 20s '• 
was brutally beaten and 
I found with her clothes tom 
away Tuesday in New 
York’s Central Park. The 
woman, who carried no 
identification, was found 
unconscious by a passerby 
at 4:08 p.m. (2008 GMT) 
in the park near the Diana 
Ross Playground at 81st 
Street and West Drive. The 
attack occurred in an isolat- 
ed area, not far from the 
playground packed with 
children, and a short dis- 
tance from the Museum of 
Natural History. The victim 
was undergoing neuro- 
suige ry after being rushed 
to New York Hospital-Cw- 
nell Medical Centre where 
she is fighting for her life, 
police and officials said. 
Central Park has been the 
scene of other sensational 
incidents, including the 
1995 brutal pre-dawn mur- 
der of a Brazilian woman 
jogger and the 1989 gang 
rape of a 30-year-old fe- 
male jogger by several 
teenagers at night, but this 
attack apparently was car- 
ried out in broad daylight. 

At a news conference at the 
20th Precinct late Tuesday, 

New York City Mayor Ru- 
dolph Giuliani said the 
young woman was in very 
critical condition and that 
doctors were still working 
on her at 10 p.m. (0200 
GMT Wednesday). Doctors 
said it was too early to of- 
fer an outlook for her reco- 
very. the mayor added."It is 
a vicious, brutal crime,” 

Mr. Giuliani said. 

Pig brings home 
the bacon in U.S. 
court 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Tulip the pot-bellied pig 
and her owner were in hog 
heaven after prosecutors 
dropped charges of walk- 
ing the pet without a leash. 

The law in suburban Pasa- 
dena says dogs must be 
walked on a leash but does 
not address the issues of 
pigs, owner Kalyn Baker’s 
attorney, Robert Marcus, 
told reporters. “We main- 
tain this law does not apply 
to the pig and I don't know 
why the district attorney 
keeps wanting to bust my 
client’s chops," Mr. Mar- 
cos said. 


‘I'm no cheat' says 
Oscar-winning film 
composer 


ROME (R) — An Argen- 
tine-bom composer who 
won an Oscar for the music 
to the Italian film II Postino 
(The Postman) defended 
himself from charges of 
plagiarism, saying he had a 
God-given gift and had no 
need to cheat. “I don’t 
understand where the con- 
viction that I copied came 
from," Luis Bacaiov told a 
news conference. “Fortu- 
nately I’m capable of writ- 
ing 10,000. 500,000 pieces 
in real time because God 
gave me this gift...Why 
would I need to copy some- 
one else?’ Bacaiov, who 
picked up the Oscar for 
best dramatic movie score 
in Los Angeles in March, 
was abused last month by { 
Brazilian music shop man- 
ager Marco Antonio De 
Avila of stealing the tune 
from Italian singer-song- 
wnier Sergio Endrigo. 

‘Gun-toting 
granny’ ordered to 
stand trial 

LOS ANGELES (R.) — A 
7 1 -year-old grandmother 
who allegedly tried to rob a 
gas station at gunpoint to 
pay off a tax bill has been 
ordered to stand trial on 
armed robbery charges. “I 
wonder how he would feel 
if it was his mother." Mary 
Blanco said between sobs 
outside the courtroom after 
Muncipai Judge Bruce 
Minto set a June L8 trial 
date. Last month, she 
pleaded not guilty by rea- 
son of insanity in 
botched holdup and said 
she had been driven to it by 
the Internal Revenue 
Service. Mrs. Blanco, who 
is diabetic and cares for her 
daughter, son-in-law and 
infant granddaughter, faces 
13 years behind bars for 
attempted armed robbery. 









. .^V. * " ^ J _ 


■j /jx. r ^' -V. u-L c _ IT. i'_ 


' nsc iou? 

X ffU' 

ally (.‘"hi; 

*> llcr ol> > 
lesdav 
snirai p" V 

»hn c>5M 
t,u ". ^' d i 

’ US b >' a 

; m : iMfS 


* 

Sfc» 


un *Jin^} 


1 *ar 

* pi? 1 

and a J? n 

» the 


? 

,s, '^.Tt> 
! crcrtin B > 


, in 

^ rfirt,n s B&; 


, iua 


:ir ^ has beJ 4 - 
oihiT _r*?i 


*5* 

, ,n ^ading7 
U 6 a. 


t*+Zi 

iX"a> 





* w h >- £ 
al ™sta. Nat 

urymh ^ 
1 hrua ^i davit 

conference^,*. 

™ la ie Tueip 

V 1 - 

ul,a »i said i 
!»ian % as i n ^. 

iHlniim and J. 

‘K Mill 

1,1 P-ni. i(r 
w^fcij l. Duct 
; *w finh it, 
•H»k lor hern; 
iavtir added 1 

hniial on* 

ni viiil 


Members of the special forces unit from the Interior Ministry Ikoops watch Russian soldiers on an APC nns? by 
their check point in Grozny Wednesday. The talks between Chechen rebels and Russia continued Wednesday in 
Nazran, the capital of Ingushetia (Renter photo) . . 
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RANGOON (R)-_ — Bur- 
ma's military government 
broadened recent attacks on 
democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi Wednesday 
with a newspaper commen- 
tary saying she cobid not be 
trusted to be a leader be- 
cause she has a British hus- 
band: ----- 

Referring to Ms. Suu Kyi 
as the “puppet princess", a 
commentary/ in the state- 
.nm ^eK&ight Of Myan,- 
mai;<Bungaaj said.the 1991 
. Nobel PeaceJ aureate couI$l 
not be trusted to kbep state 
secrets if she were ever to 
become the country's lea- 
der. 

“Will the wife not let her 
husband know in the least 
matters that are connected 
with the affairs of the 
state?" said the article, 
written under the pen name 
“Patriot“. 

“In scnitinising the mat- 
ter of safeguarding the 
country from dangers and 
from the point of view of 
security of the stare, it is 
quite obvious that she can- 
not be trusted in the least,” 
the commentary said. 

Burma's official -media is 
seen as the mouthpiece of 
the military government. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has repeat- 
edly been attacked verbally 
for her marriage to British 
academic Michael Axis. 
The state Law and Order 
Restoration Council 

(SLORC) says she is not a 
true Burmese because she 
lived abroad for many 
years and married a for- 
eigner. 

Over the past two weeks. 
Burma has stepped up its 
propaganda against foreign 
interference in the country, 
calling Ms. Suu. Kyi and 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party 
“stooges" of imperialists. 

On Tuesday the New 
Light Of Myanmar carried 
a veiled warning that the 
NT D might be outlawed, 
attacking the party's recent 
plan to draft a new constitu- 
tion. 

The NLD angered the 
SLORC in November when 
it pulled out of a govern- 
ment-controlled convention 
drafting the guidelines of a 
constitution. It said the con- 
vention, meeting intermit- 
tently since January 1993, 
did not represent the will of 
the people. 

the SLORC sees its con- 
vention as key to its plans 
for the country and directed 
the delegates attending to 
enshrine a “leading role” 
for the military in future 
politics. 

The government’s consti- 
tution would also likely 
prohibit Ms. Suu Kyi from 
ever becoming leader of 
B urma since she is married 
to Mr. Aris and lived out- 
side* of Burma for a long 
period. 


Kashmir to get maximum autonomy 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's new centre-left 
government said Wednesday that peace 
could be brought to rebellious Kashmir by 
granting citizens greater autonomy while 
keeping Jammu and Kashmir state within 
the nation. 

Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda’s 
United Front Alliance government, sworn 
in Saturday, also said India would hold 
taDcs with Pakistan to bring peace to the 
Himalayan region, which both countries 
claim. 

“The problems of J amm u and Kashmir 
will be resolved through giving the people 
of that state the maximum degree of auton- 
omy,” the government said in a policy blue- 
print 

It said the state was an inalienable part of 
India and a package of measures would be 
completed on the basis of consultations and 
Article 370 of the constitution, which 
grants the region more autonomy than any 
other Indian state. 

The government plans to bold elections to 
the state assembly as soon as possible fol- 
lowing general elections in the state last 
’■mouth. ■ Jammu --andat Kashmir,, jj the i*mly 
Muslin-majority t state 'in. predominantly 
i Hindir- tndia, *iaSF • faeM- ■ eSSetib&s ffiftethe 
provincial' amenably m 1987. 

The state government was dismissed in 
1990 shortly after an uprising against 


Indian rule was launched. The region has 
since been ruled directly by New Delhi 

Police and doctors estimate as many as 
20,000 people have been killed in die rebel- 
lion. 

Alliance spokesman Jaipal Reddy said the 
Home (Interior) Ministry was completing 
an autonomy package for Kashmir and 
details on the measures were still being 
worked out. 

“We would like to go an extra mile to 
meet the aspirations of the people of J ammu 
and Kashmir” he said. “Naturally, we 
(also) want to talk to Pakistan.” 

Secular India and Is lami c P akis tan have 
fought two wars over the region since they 
were carved out of British-ruled India in 
1947. Islamabad has denied New Delhi’s 
allegations dial it arms and trains militants 
fighting for independence. 

The two countries have not held talks on 
Kashmir or any other substantive issue for 
more than two years. 

Kashmiri leaders have said die region's 
special autonomy under Article 370 of the 
Indian constitution has been diluted. 

Farooq. Abdullah, leader of the largest 


pro-India party in Jammu and Kashmir, die 
-National Conference, has called for restora- 


tion of the state’s autonomous status as a 
precondition for participating in state 
assembly polls. 


Taiwan President retains premier 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan President Lee Teng- 
Hui, wielding his new popular mandate, 
moved Wednesday to retain Lien Chan as 
premier without a pod from parliament, 
risking a constitutional showdown with 
opposition parties. 

The move came hours after parliament 
whittled away 16.2 billion Taiwan dollars 
(,$590 million) from Mr. Lee's proposed 
1996-97 budget, which lawmakers finally 
approved early Wednesday at 1.196 trillion 
Taiwan dollars, ending months of often -bit- 
ter partisan debate. 

Several projects dear to the government 
were cut by the Legislative Yuan, where the 
r ulin g Nationalist Patty retains a knife-edge 
51 per cent majority and faces intense 
opposition. 

Among them were funding for Taiwan's 
fourth -nuclear power plant, 1.2 billion 
Taiwan dollars in defence spending and 39S 
million Taiwan dollars earmarked for a 
presidential jet 

Presidential Chief of Staff Wu Poh- 
Hsiung sgicL after a meeting of the national- 
ist leadership that President Lee would sim- 
ply reject the premier’s ceremonial resigna- 
tion rather than formally renominate him — 
thus skirting legislative review.. 

“Since this is not another nomination of a 
premier, of course it does not involve ask- 
ing the Legislative Yuan (parliament) to 
exercise its endorsement," Mr. Wa said, 

Mr. Lien and the rest of the Executive 
Yuan, or cabinet; offered tbeir resignations 
in a constitutional .formality .a. few days 
before Me. Lee and running mate Mr, Lien 
were inaugurated as president and vice 
president on May 20. 

They were elected by a landslide on 
March 23 in the first popular presidential 


election in Chinese history, which gave the 
charismatic Lee a powerful political man- 
date. Presidents hitherto were elected indi- 
rectly by the National Assembly. 

Mr. Lee bad pledged during the campaign 
to select a new premier in the event that he 
and Mr. Lien were elected. 

Chief of Staff Wu said the president made 
the decision to retain Mr. Lien after a “long 
and careful consideration” and asked for 
public understanding. 

“The decision is based on Premier Lien 
Chan's excellent knowledge and ability, his 
familarity with the Executive Yuan opera- 
tions and the stability and unity of the cur- 
rent situation,” Mr. Wu said without further 
elaboration. 

The move to keep Mr. Lien in both posts 
has rekindled a continuing constitutional 
debate, with opposition lawmakers saying it 
concentrated too much power in the presi- 
dent’s hands. 

Opposition parties insisted parliament 
must retain and wield its authority to ap- 
prove cabinet appointments. 

“Although Premier Lien Chan is now also 
vice president, we still must exercise our 
endorsement power,” said new party leader 
and lawmaker Yak Mu-Ming. 

The main opposition Democratic Prog- 
ressive Party suggested Mr. Lee’s move did 
not fit' with Taiwan’s political liberalisation. 

“In this new age we should change to new 
things, not continue with old things,” party 
leader Chang Chun-Hung said. 

Mr. Wu defended the move to skirt leg- 
islative approval by citing two precedents 
under winch sitting Taiwan premiers woe 
retained without parliament’s endorsement 
after becoming vice president. 



capture 


rebel leader, insurgent camp 


MANILA (AFP) — The Philippine military 
said Wednesday it bad captured a suspected 
Communist guerrilla leader in Manila and 
overrun a Muslim secessionist camp in the 
south of the country. 

Dario Cana, ranked number six in the 
urban assassination unit Alex Boncayo Bri- 
gade (ABB), was arrested in Antipolo east 
of here Tuesday, Air Force Chief Lieutenant 
General Arnolfo Acedera told reporters. 

A handgun and explosives were also 
seized from him, he said. 

Mr. Cana is suspected of involvement hi 
grenade attacks in Manila's financial dis- 
trict in early 1996 which damaged the local 
headquarters of two multinational firms. 

The suspect told reporters he was inno- 
cent and insisted he was a welder. . 


The ABB have been blamed for killing 
over 200 soldiers, policemen and civilians 
in Manila during the 1980s. However pop- 
ular revulsion against their killings led them 
to lie low for much of this decade. 

Meanwhile, the army said it had captured 
a large camp held by the Moro Islamic Li- 
beration Front (MILF) near the southern 
town of Carmen. 

The operation Tuesday yielded mortars, 
rocket-propelled grenades and a mm u niti on, 
a military spokesman in Cotabato told re- 
porters. 

A rebel unit manning it fled after a brief 

firefight. No casualties were reported 

The camp was in the vicinity of a Japa- 
nese-fundoi irrigation dam project in Car- 
men that has been harassed by the MILF. 
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Chechen rebels make tough 
demands at talks with Russians 


NAZRAN, Russia (R) — Chechen 
rebel leaders laid down tough de- 
mands at talks with a top-level Rus- 
sian delegation Wednesday, calling for 
an early withdrawal of Russian troops 
and threatening new fighting if their 
requests were not met 

But the rebels, describing their offer 
as a compromise, said they were ready 
to forgo immediate demands for inde- 
pendence, die basis for their 18- 
month-old conflict against Russia's 
troops, until “the people” had a chance 
to vote on the region’s status. 

“We do not have any doubt about the 
status of Chechenya as a free and inde- 
pendent country, but we are ready in 
the name of peace to ask the Chechen 
people what form of association they 
want with Russia,” said negotiator 
Said-Hassan Abumuslimov, new vice- 
president- to rebel leader Zclimkhan 
Yandaibiyev. 

“We are offering a big compromise, 
beyond which we will not go. This is 
the minimum we can accept.” 

The status of the north Caucasus 
region, which declared itself indepen- 
dent in 1991, is the trickiest of a series 
of problems dividing the two sides in 
the conflict. 

More than 30,000 people have died 
since Russia sent troops to the region 
in December 1994 and President Boris 
Yeltsin, fighting for reelection this 
month, admits that efforts to resolve 


the conflict are important for his 
chances. 

But rebel Chechens attending the 
talks said the fighting could start again 
if Russia did not meet tbeir terms — 
closing military checkpoints within 
days, withdrawing troops by July 1 
and postponing June 16 elections to a 
regional parliament. 

Chechen information chief Movladi 
Udugov said documents being pre- 
sented by Chechenya could "bring an 
end to the war” if they were agreed by 
both rides. But he added: “If they are 
not, it will mean a continuation of the 


war. 


The atmosphere was several degrees 
less frosty than when die talks opened 
Tuesday. Russian Parliamentarian 
Vladimir Zorin laughed and joked as 
he left the talks for a lunch break. 

“How everything comes out depends 
on Allah and the people who carry out 
his preferences,” he said. 

The two sides met for surprise talks 
in Moscow last week and they have 
already agreed a ceasefire in the rebel 
region. 

But overnight gunfire and explo- 
sions in the regional capital Grozny 
illustrated the fragility of the truce and 
each side has accused the other of vio- 
lating the agreement. 

Sustained small arms and heavy 
machine-gun fire erupted in the centre 
of the city around midnight and flares 


and tracer rounds lit Grozny's streets, 
deserted except for Russian troops 
because of a night curfew. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said Rus- 
sian troops had come under fire II 
times overnight and two servicemen 
were hurt 

Mr. Abumuslimov, speaking during 
a break in the Nazran talks, admitted 
that the rebels were divided into those 
who wanted further talks with Mr, 
Yeltsin and those who would prefer to 
wait to see if Mr. Yeltsin's Communist 
rival wins the June 16 poll. 

“There is the feeling that perhaps the 
Communists are no better, but it would 
be easier to deal with them because 
they were not guilty of starting the 
war” he said. 

He accused the Russians of dragging 
their feet on the ceasefire and concen- 
trating on detail in the discussions. 

"There is no desire (on the Russian 
side) to discuss the concrete question 
of war or peace,” he said. 

The talks in Nazran were also pun of 
last week's ceasefire, reached at a 
meeting in Moscow between Mr. Yel- 
tsin and Mr. Yandarbiyev. 

The Chechens declared their 
Caucasus republic independent in 
1991 and have said it must stay an 
independent state. 

Mr. Yeltsin says the mountainous re- 
gion is an integral pan of the Russian 
Federation. 


Clinton: 


Japan 
‘gracious’ 
in accident 


apology 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Tuesday quickly accepted 
Japan’s “gracious” apology 
for the accidental downing 
of a U.S. Navy jet and his 
aides stressed the strong 
bilateral defence ties that 
undeipin security policy in 

the Pacifi c, . 

“He accepts the- gracious 
expression of regret by the 
Japanese government,” 
- White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said. 

Details of the apology 
were not immediately avai- 
lable. 

Two navy crewmen ejec- 
ted safely when their A-6E 
“Intruder” towing a target 
for ship- to- air gunnery 
practice, was hit by fire 
from a U.S.-made galling 
gun on the Japanese des- 
troyer Yugiri during war- 
games off Hawaii. 

“They’re okay,” Mr. 
Clinton shouted to repor- 
ters as be left the White 
House for a trip to New 
Jersey. 

The Pentagon identified 
the crewmen as It Cmdr. 
William Royster of Kansas 
City, Missouri, the pilot, 
and Lt Keith Douglas of 
Bi rmingham, Alabama, the 
bombardier-navigator. 

Mr. McCurry said Mr. 
Clinton had been informed 
of the sbootdown over- 
night. 

The State Department 
said it doubted the United 
States would seek compen- 
sation from Japan for the 
loss of the jet. 

“I don't think that the 
question of compensation 
would even arise in this 
case,” spokesman Glyn 
Davies said. “I’ve not 
heard of it arising in simi- 
lar cases in the past that 
involved military-to-mili- 
tary incidents like this.” 

In an apparent move to 
head off any negative fall- 
out for sensitive U.S.-Ja- 
panese relations, the head 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
based in Pearl Harbour, 
Hawaii, Adrru Ronald Zla- 
topet, said he was “most 
appreciative” of expres- 
sions of concern and regret 
from the Japan Maritime 
Self Defence Force 
(JMSDF). 

“This immediate and per- 
sonal contact demonstrates 
again the close realtionship 
between the United States’ 
Navy and the JMSDF," a 
fleet spokesman, Ll Jeff 
Davis, said from Pearl Har- 
bour: Japanese officials 
had contacted Adm. Zla- 
toper, who has responsibi- 
lity for U.S. Naval Forces 
in the Pacific, to express 
regret and apologise, navy 
officials said. 


Hillary Clinton’s fingerprints 


found on billing records 


WASHINGTON (R) — The FBI said 
Tuesday that two of first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s fingerprints bad been 
found on her legal billings records, which 
turned up mysteriously at the White House 
last August. 

The records had been missing for some 
time in the Whitewater investigation and 
were later discovered on a White House 
table. 

They have since been examined by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The FBI told the Senate Whitewater 
Committee that her prints were among 53 
found on records showing Mrs. Clinton's 
legal work for Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan. The failed bank was owned by 
die Clintons’ Whitewater real estate busi- 
ness partner, James McDougal?’""' 1 '* u 
" There was no immeifiate indication .of the 
significance of the f&i'dlHgS/mad^ 1 jiuMfc' as 
the Senate committee prepared to end its 
year-long investigation. 

A new poll released Tuesday, meanwhile, 
said few Americans think Whitewater is a 
very important issue in the aftermath of 
fraud convictions last week of Mr. 
McDougal and his former wife Susan. 

A CBS News/New York Tunes survey of 
1,200 adults found that 82 per cent had 
beard at least something about the Arkansas 
Real Estate Development called White- 
water, but only 15 per cent said it was of 
“great importance” to the nation. 

The poll found that 35 per cent said 
Whitewater was of “some importance.” but 
42 per cent said the issue was of “very little 
importance” — numbers that have changed 
little since the same question was asked in 
April 1994. 

“This FBI fingerprint information raises 
important questions that the committee will 
examine in the coming days,” committee 
Chairman Alfonse D’amato, R-New York, 
said. 

But associate White House counsel Mark 
Fabiani hailed the report as “good news.” 
saying the evidence undermined a conspir- 
acy theory that White House staffers had 
removed the billing records from the office 
of White House Deputy Counsel Vincent 
Foster after he had committed suicide in 


1993. 

There has been wide speculation that 
Mrs. Clinton's Chief of Staff Maggie 
Williams removed the records. Her prints 
were not among those found. 

'Today’s announcement repeats again the 
pattern of Senator D’amato’s partisan hear- 
ings: Whenever hard facts are permitted to 
replace rank innuendo, the Republican 
Whitewater charges disappear,” Mr. 
Fabiani said in a statement. 

The Whitewater committee's Republican 
counsel Michael Chertoff told a news con- 
ference the next question to be probed was 
“when and under what circumstances” the 
prints were made. He said he knew of no 
way to tell die age of fingerprints. 

The committee's Democratic counsel 
Richard Ben-Veniste said it was not sur- 
prising that Mrs. Clinton's prints were 
found on two pages among the sheaf of 
records and suggested they were put there 
when she was seeking answers to press 
questions about die Whitewater affair dur- 
ing the 1992 presidential campaign. 

The FBI report said that among the other 
prints found were four belonging to Mr. 
Foster and six of White House aide Carolyn 
Huber, who found the long-missing docu- 
ments on a table in a room in the White 
House residence last August. 

Ms. Huber put the records away and 
rediscovered them in January when she 
realised what they were. 

Other prints were identified as belonging 
to Mildred Alston, special assistant to the 
president who Mr. Chertoff said was be- 
lieved to have worked for Mrs. Clinton in 
Arkansas. 

Release of the fingerprint report came as 
the committee’s top Democrat, Paul Sar- 
banes of Maryland, protested that Republi- 
can staff had been communicating private- 
ly on the prints with the office of indepen- 
dent Whitewater counsel Kenneth Starr, 
who is conducting a criminal investigation. 

Meanwhile in Little Rock, U.S. District 
Judge Susan Wright ordered Mr. Clinton to 
testify in a politically explosive trial of two 
Arkansas bankers accused of using bank 
funds to make campaign contributions. 
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First summit goes well 

THE PRINCIPAL message coming out of yester- 
day’s Aqaba summit grouping His Majesty King 
Hussein, President Hosni Mubarak and Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat was the decision to 
adopt a “wait and see” posture in the wake of the 
election in Israel of the Likud leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu as prime minister. There was a 
consensus among the three leaders that the Arab 
side should not pass premature judgements on 
the upcoming Likud-led government. There was 
also unanimity that the peace process has de- 
veloped a momentum of its own — to the extent' 
that it has become irreversible. The entire 
international community; especially the mqjor 
powers, it was noted, has too much vested 
interest in the success of the process to let it slip. 

President Mubarak was hard-pressed to ex- 
plain why Egypt was participating in two sepa- 
rate Arab summits, the one in Aqaba and the 
other in Riyadh on Friday which will also include 
Syria, rather than trying to bring all parties 
together under one roof. But he was candid in 
admitting that larger gatherings were not possi- 
ble for now, and certainly not an all encompas- 
sing summit. What Egypt might be expected to 
do next is to prepare the ground for a meeting 
where at least the participants in the Aqaba and 
Riyadh summits get together — prior to and 
before a fiiQ Arab summit can be called. This, we 
think, is very important not only because of the 
Likud’s rise to power in Israel but also because 
there are no ftmdamental differences among the 
parties concerned. 

King Hussein alluded to this yesterday when he 
made a notably conciliatory gesture towards 
President Hafez A1 Assad by emphasising that 
their personal relationship remained good de- 
spite the estrangement in political ties.' 

In any case, and judging by the communique 
that was issued yesterday, the future of the 
Palestinian trade took centre stage in the deli- 
berations of the three Arab leaders. The King 
and President Mnbarak obviously wanted most 
of all to allay Palestinian fears about the results 
of the Israeli elections and to reassure President 
Arafat that they wiD not abandon his people in 
their determination to have all accords with 
Israel honoured, likewise. His Majesty made it a 
point to reassure Mr. Arafat that Jordan was not 
now, nor wOl it ever be, interested in speaking 
for the Palestinians, regardless of who was in 
power in Israel. 

Jordan, the Monarch said, supports 
wholeheartedly and unequivocally the Palesti- 
nian struggle for independence and statehood on 
their national soil. And if it was impossible to 
achieve statehood, it would even be more im- 
possible for Jordan to claim representation of die 
Palestinian people and their cause. 

With this in mind, we feel the Arab reaction to 
Netanyahu’s election will be more solid and 
meaningful. We just hope that the Riyadh 
summit would reinforce the groundwork laid at 
Aqaba, crystallising in the process a united Arab 
stand in the face of the challenge that lies ahead. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily described the Jordanian-Egypt- 
ian-Palestinian summit held in Aqaba Wednesday as an 
important step on the way to restoring Arab solidarity 
and unifying Arab stands to enable the Arab Nation to 
counter challenges fiacing.it The summit A1 Ra’i said in 
its editorial Wednesday, should contribute to continuing 
the Middle East peace process, especially after the elec- 
tion of Likud Party leader Benjamin Netanyahu as 
Israel’s new prime minister. This, of course, requires a 
new method of dealing with Israel and offering more 
support to the Palestinians in their final-staras negoti- 
tiODS with a new team of negotiators who have different 
ideas from their predecessors, it said. The newspaper 
added that the summit comes in the eve of an awaited 
summit in Riyadh, to be attended by die Egyptian and 
Syrian presidents. It voiced hope that these summits 
will contribute to ending disunity which characterised 
inter- Arab relations since the Gulf crisis. 

A COLUM1ST in A1 Dustour Arabic daily dwelt on die 
same summit, saying it is a mere coincidence that the 
summit is held on the 29tb anniversary of the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war and the loss of the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights and the Sinai Peninsula 
to the Jewish state. Saleh A1 Qaliab said this anniversary 
will remind the three leaders present at the summit — 
His Msyesty King Hussein. Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Hosni Mnbarak — of the way the war start- 
ed and ended, and of tbe way “the revolutionary voic- 
es," which were louder than should be, led the Arabs 
into tbe trap of a war they were not prepared to fight. 
“We will not tell the leaders meeting on Jordanian land, 
in Aqaba which is the historical link between Egypt, 
Palestine and Jordan, what they should do. They know, 
more than than all the analysts and observers, tbe rea- 
sons they are meeting for and the difficult situation we 
,are facing as a region and as a nation,” said the writer. 


Combating corruption means going to its roots causes 


By Dr. Ynsnf Mansur 

TWO WEEKS ago, this 
column addressed one 
aspect of corruption: bow 
the low pay of public offi- 
cials can be the primary 
cause of corruption in Jor- 
dan. However, through dis- 
cussions with several of my 
colleagues over tbe past 
week, it was brought to my 
attention that many sources 
of corruption were left 
unmen tioned, sources that 
are just are relevant as low 
public salaries in promoting 
an environment in which 
corruption can flourish. 
Other features that may 
contribute to corruption in 
Jordan merit further inves- 
tigation. 

t Corruption is tbe abuse of 
ptower for personal gain. 

' The abuse of public knowl- 
edge and privileges is the 
most common misuse of 
authority that is fostered by 
the absence of laws that 
address this issue. The 
introduction of laws to the 
Jordanian legislature in a 
transparent manner to recti- 
fy these abuses will give 
both public defenders and 
the public at-laige a leg to 
stand (Mi in combating sev- 


By Gwyne Dyer 

ON May 10 the trees of 
Montreal finally gave up 
waiting for spring (which 
may never arrive this year), 
and simultaneously burst 
into leaf just for the hell of 
it. On the same day, in 
rather the same spirit, the 
separatist government of 
Quebec switched back into 
crisis mode, abandoning its 
brief pretence of caring 
about tedious, workaday 
things like deficits and 
unemployment. 

Tbe “provocation” was a 
claim by Ottawa that die 
Canadian constitution 
would still apply in tbe 
French-speaking province, 
even after a vote for inde- 
pendence, until Quebec 
negotiated its withdrawal 
from tire federation. Pretty 
obvious stuff, but the 
response by tbe Parti Que- 
becois (PQ) government 
was hysterical. 

Jacques Brassard, Que- 
bec's minister for relations 
with Ottawa, promptly 
denounced “an assault on... 
the most fundamental right 
of the Quebec people — 
tbe right to settle their own 
future.” Emergency cabi- 
net meetings were called, 
and rumours began to fly 
of a snap election in Que- 
bec, to be followed imme- 
diately by another referen- 
dum on independence (the 

third in IS years). 

It has been only six 
months since the last Que- 
bec referendum, on Ocl 
30, 1995, rejected indepen- 
dence by a narrow 50 J per 
cem-49.5 per cent margin. 
Premier Lucien Bouchard 
has talked about wanting to 
serve a full term and fix 
Quebec’s debt-ridden 
economy before raising the 
great existential question 
again, but the temptation to 


eral forms of corruption. 
Xbe necessary laws are; 

— An anti-nepotism law: 
This law would prevent a 
civil servant from hiring 
his/her relatives within his 
department or in the area of 
his jurisdiction. The cre- 
ation of this law would not 
be difficult; tbe United 
Natrons operates under a 
s imilar policy and most if 
not all developed countries 
have existing nepotism 
laws. In addition to 
addressing tbe corruption 
issue, an advantage to pass- 
ing such a law would be tbe 
dilution of our ever grow- 
ing tribalism which is no 
longer necessary in a soci- 
ety of law and order. 

Tribal allegiances and 
loyalties were significant 
and somewhat beneficial 
during the initial stages of 
Jordan’s development and 
their continuance has been 
made possible through 
what is known in the West- 
ern wodd as networking 
activities; Le., in looking 
for a job a person relies on 
his network of relatives to 
secure employment Rela- 
tives help relatives in secur- 
ing government jobs 
because performing such an 


act costs the interceder or 
giver almost no thing - soci- 
ety pays tbe salary of Ins 
relative. In some cases 
where the relative is totally 
unqualified, be/sbe may be 
foisted upon someone who 
is outside - tbe famil y in 
which case a nepotism law 
becomes ineffective. Using 
“wasta” is a blatant form of 
rent-seeking behaviour that 
disrupts the market system 
mechanism and tbe produc- 
tion process. Avoidance of 
such acts is feasible only 
through a tight law. 

— A competition/anti trust 
law: This law (or group of 
laws) would prevent ques- 
tionable business practices 
anH make illegal man y 
practices that are rampantly 
employed in Jordan at the 
current time. These prac- 
tices include: tbe use of 
inside informati on by pub- 
lic officials to their advan- 
tage; giving monopoly 
rights to individuals who in - 
tom co mp e nsat e tbe public 
official through economic 
rewards; delaying the pro- 
cessing of paper work for a 
productive process of a 
competitor while speeding 
up the process for another, 
more favoured competitor. 


and disclosing private 
information obtained by a 
public official during the 
course of his/her work to 
die detriment of die com- 
petitive process. Once ocmk 
competitive acts and 
monopolistic practices are 
eliminated, many of die so- 
called corrupt practices that 
plague out economy will 
disappear 

Another change that 
would limit the incidence of 
corruption in Jordan is to 
privatise the economy, 
thereby reducing the num- 
ber of government employ- 
ees and thus the number of 
corrupt public officials; and 
decreasing government 
contracts and bids as tbe 
size of the government 
decreases. However, we 
must be cognisant that 
without a competition law 
the privatisation process 
may unleash upon us a 
wave of corruption as peo- 
ple rush to obtain monopoly 

rights from the gov ernmen t. 

The result: again efficiency 
falls victim to non-market 
activities. 

The laws should be kept 
to a TTtinrmnm in order not 
to confuse the citizen and to 
reduce the chance of having 


him/her -at the mercy of 
public officials every time 
he/she wauls to produce a 
good era service. The laws 
need to be transparent so 
that loopholes and vague- 
ness can be avoided. Spe- 
cific, tightly worded laws 
reduce tbe likelihood that a 
person will committee an 
offence through ignorance 
simply because the law is 
cryptically written and pre- 
sented. 

Tight, well-written laws 
are just tbe first Step 
towards reducing the poten- 
tial for corruption. Punish- 
ment for the acts must be 
set forth. Gary Becker, the 
Noble laureate asserts that 
punishment must be made 
severe, while the possibility 
of being caught and pun- 
ished must increase. This 
makes the outcome of com- 
mitting a corrupt act more 
costly to the would-be 
offender, especially if 
his/her salary is compatible 
with what he/she is produc- 
ing. That is, given tight and 
clear laws, a high probabil- 
ity of being caught and pun- 
ished coupled with die fact 
that a person may lose 
his/her income, which is 
most probably quite high. 


e limi nates the rational 
motive for committing cor- 
rupt acts. A rational crimi- 
nal would weigh the bene- 
fits and the costs of com- 
mitting a crime before jfer- 
pet ratin g the act As long as 
society makes the cost .of 
being caught outweigh the* 
benefit from tbe act, crimes 
will be minimised. To coin 
the old motto, we must 
ensure that “crime does not 

pay"- 

In fighting corruption we 
should not concentrate on 
the manifestation of corrup- 
tion, rather we should focus ( 
on tbe root causes of the 
problem, albeit going after 
the Toots of corruption is 
more cosily than the act of 
witch hunting which 
requires no skill or sophisti- 
cation in treatment -and 
which does not solve tbe 
problem in the long nm '(it 
may escalate the problem 
farther by increasing 
chances for corruption). 
Our focus must be directed 
towards the elimination of 
tbe causes of corruption in 
our society. 


Canada — back to crisis 


hold another referendum as 
soon as possible is hard to 
resist 

Ever since tbe separatists 
came so close to victory in 
the last referendum, opin- 
ion polls have consistently 
shown that they would win 
another one with 53 or 54 
per cent of tbe vote. And 
that does not even take 
account of tbe exodus of 
angles and other “ethics” 
that is now. getting under 
way in Montreal. So why 
should the separatists wait 
years ' before bolding 
another referendum? 

Tbe non-Francophone 
minorities — about 1 mil- 
lion of Quebec's 7 million 
people — are alarmed by 
the prospect of a Quebec 
republic founded on a basi- 
cally ethnic nationalism. 
They account for most of 
the “one in six people” 
who have considered leav- 
ing Quebec since last Octo- 
ber, according to a local 
opinion pollster. And quite 
a few of them are leaving 
this year 

Despairing real estate 
agents in Montreal esti- 
mate that between 50,000 
and 75,000 people may 
leave the city this year: 
enough to turn last year’s 
“no” into a "yes” by their 
absence, even if everybody 
else voted tbe same way in 
the next referendum. 

But you still need a pre- 
text for inflicting another 
poll on the population so 
quickly, and the first six 
months after the referen- 
dum afforded few such 
opportunities. 

The notion of partition- 
ing not just Canaria but 
Quebec itself in tbe event 
of separation has spread 
from the native Cree and 
Inuit (who were always 
determined to keep their 


parts of Quebec within 
Canada), to the English- 
speaking majorities in tbe 
west end of Montreal and 
along parts of the Ottawa 
Valley. But partition was 
not good ground for the 
separatists to fight on. 

Separatist propaganda 
always denies that Que- 
bec’s transition to indepen- 
dence might be painful or 
expensive, let alone vio- 
lent. So the PQ leadership 
obviously did not want to 
go into the next referen- 
dum campaign ra Tiring 
about the “partitionists” 
who would lay claim to 
over half of Quebec’s terri- 
tory. 

Better to fight about the 
constitution — and now 
Guy Bertrand may have 
given them a pretext. Last 
August, outraged by a ref- 
erendum question that 
authorised tbe Quebec 
government to declare uni- 
lateral independence in tbe 
case of a “yes” vote, the 
prominent Quebec city 
lawyer went to the Quebec 
Superior Court to demand 
that it protect his rights as a 
Canadian citizen. 

No province, be claimed, 
could abrogate those rights 
by a unilateral act rejecting 
tbe Canadian constitution. 
The court agreed, though it 
did not ban the referendum 
itself. 

Now Bertrand is back in 
court, demanding that 
fhture referenda which 
propose unconstitutional 
courses of action be out- 
lawed. Tbe federal govern- 
ment has tried desperately 
to avoid getting involved in 
tbe case, knowing a politi- 
cal no-win situation when 
it sees once, but recently 
tbe Quebec government 
has forced its hand. 

The PQ government sent 


a lawyer to tbe court to 
argue that the Canadian 
constitution and the courts 
were irrelevant if most 
Quebecois voted for inde- 
pendence. It had already 
declared that it would not 
be bound by a negative 
decision of the court, so 
there was no motive for 
this deliberate attack on the 
rule of law — unless it 
wanted to draw Ottawa 
into a fight on tbe constitu- 
tion. 

“When tbe attorney-gen- 
eral of Quebec states flatly 
that die accession of Que- 
bec to sovereignty is a mat- 
ter which has nothing to do 
with our constitution or the 
courts or foe role of law. 
I’m afraid we have to fake. 
a position.” said federal 
Justice Minister Alim 
Rock on May 10. And the 
fat was in tbe fire. 

The court is bound to rule 
in the federal government’s 
favour. That will give 
Lucien Bouchard am pl<» 
excuse, if he wants it, to 
declare a crisis that justi- 
fies calling a snap election 
three years early. He would 
surety win it — and once 
be does, he will be free to 
hold another referendum 
on independence at once. 
(Quebec law forbids two 
referenda on the same topic 
in the same term.) 

Quebec’s independence 
has never seemed closer — 
but it has never seemed 
more perilous, either: By 
claiming tbe right to take a 
unilateral route to indepen- 
dence, die PQ government 
has accepted that there can 
be a fundamental rupture in 
the role of law. 

It is taking a road that 
guarantees that many peo- 
ple, including almost all 
natives and most Anglo- 
phones, would still claim 
the protection of CunflHiqn 


law in a post-independence 
Quebec. That means parti- 
tion, refugees, check- 
points, and maybe much 
worse. 

It has not happened yet, 
and maybe it never will. 
But Marie Philiphs, an old 
friend who has been cover- 
ing the wars for CBS Tele- 


vision for many years, 
recently visited Montreal, 
his home town, for the first 
time in years. At the end of 
a week he still thought 
Montreal differed from 
Sarajevo in one fundamen- 
tal respect “In Montreal, 
the high ground is in the 
middle of the city.” 


LETTERS 
Short is better 


To the Editor 

I happen to share all of Marwan Attala’s views on 
two-day weekends expressed by him in his article 
ah&tetvroik weeks could give a boost to the eebno- 
ray- (Jordan Times, June 2, 1996), especialy as 1 have 

(,e " ****** weekend 

Though Mr Attala put the flow of activities that could 
n^>pen as a consequence of a 2-day weekend in a very 
nice mann er, I just would like to add two points that are 
relevant First, having two days off puts a lower demand 

^? B iG vs 9 ue ’ ^ im P rovin g productivity during 
the 5 working days which, in turn, produces better over- 
all economic results and gives a kick back to the 

ST i* ^“ dofthc y ear - Tha makes him mom 
enthusiastic and motivates him to do as well, or better, 

he 7 yOU - hBve to snowball effect 

“ til i worid of economics, there is 
?? u <tefined ,totor for economic growth/develop- 

week *** P 10 ? 0 **! shorter woric 

week will certainly contribute to tbe Jordanian one? 


Ranfai Batarseb, 
Amman. 
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Weekender 




Press and politics , business and pleasure: mixed bags of certain uncertainties 


Heading out well ahead of the planned phase-out of the 
Ministry of Information is its Secretary General Nayef 
Mawla. A career diplomat with earlier postings in Tunisia, 
Malaysia, Singapore. Brunei, Brazil and the U.S., Mr. 
Mawla leaves the ministry next week after three-and-a-half 
years in the number-rwo spot to work in a secondment posi- 
tion for Bahraini Crown Prince Hamad Ben Jssa A l 
Khalifek Relations with Bahrain are “very strong, ” and 
Mr. Mawla has known the heir apparent of Bahrain for 
some time. So when Sheik Hamad expressed an interest in 
benefiting from some Jordanian expertise, the powers that 
be suggested the secretary general. Mr. Mawla leaves the 
ministry where he first started working in 1971 before his 
diplomatic appointments. When he last came back to 
Jordan he expected it would be a permanent stay. Although 
Bahrain is not so great a distance away, he expects his 
three daughters to stay in Amman where they will be com- 
pleting school under the watchful eve of their mother. The 
secretary general tonight holds a reception at Amra Hotel 
to which many colleagues, associates and friends have 
been invited to bid him farewell. Meanwhile, the expected 
phase-ouf of the ministry is supposed to make provisions to 
distribute the remaining staff to other information depart- 
ments in the government. It is probably too early to tell 
who would go where since no decisions have been taken to 
that effect. The minister. Dr. Muasher. is making new leg- 
islation, rather than personnel changes, his top priority for 


now. 


**** 


NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T: On the other 
side of information service, we ash Will turmoil in the 
press circles ever cease ? Doubtful. Take the supposed 
comeback of columnist Tareq Masarwah to Al Ra 7 Arabic 
daily. Mr. Masarwah left the paper last month, angry that 
several of his columns were considered too sensitive to 
print and thus spiked. His return, which was to be effective 
Tuesday, was announced, albeit prematurely, in the paper 
by Al Ra 7 Chairman Mahmoud A l Kayed. But when read- 
ers turned the pages to find what the sometimes stinging 
commentator had to say this week, they came up dry. 
According to Masarwah. his Tuesday column, which this 
week was to have claimed that columnists cannot be made 
to play to the tune of politicians, was, once again, reject- 
ed. The comeback, at best, seems to have been pushed 
back. But in the fast paced lanes of press and politics . a 
Masarwah column could pop up today, tomorrow or as in 
fact it did in Wednesday's Newspaper. Happy return , every- 
body. 

**** 

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS: A businessman who 
^ hateS: b.ysipess, a rich mart whp^frates jnoney, a. hater of* 
bureaucracy and a lover of AmmatL That's howfrfaimpenC 
Arnmqni tc-Osama Shashah,tikes. .t 0 , ifrscrihq.hhnselfii So - 
how does that explain his recent appointment to the 
Amman Municipal Council by the Council of Ministers? 
Mr. Shashah. proprietor of the soon-to-be 30-year-old 
.Amman Bookshop, luis often been suspected of taking the 
seat of mayor of the capital almost as often as it has been 
vacated, therefore his naming to the council could be seen 
as the natural course of things. When consulted if he had 
anyone in mind for the council seat vacated by Governor of 
Amman Talat Nawayiseh recently, Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi answered a simple no. Enter Mr. 
Shashah. He succeeds Mr. Nawaiseh who resigned over 
legal wrangling of whether he, as governor of Amman, was 
eligible to hold a seat on the council as well. Observers 
believe that Mr. Shashah may well take on the deputy may- 
oralship too. The businessman-publisher-writer-critic says 
that while in office he would like to see three measures 
accomplished: a beautifying of Amman with more green- 
ery and natural tone pavements : no more “wasta" allow - 



Mohammad ‘Samie’ Bitar 


ing for restaurants and buildings without adequate park- 
ing: and more equality between East and West Amman, 
particularly as Amman emerges to be a genuine tourist 
hub. Friends, from Mr. Shashah !s rather ecclectic circle, 
can congratulate the confirmed bachelor, who is reluctant 
to reveal his age. at the parry he is throwing to celebrate 
the renovation and birthday of his Amman Bookshop. His 
friends do not know it. but the appointment to the council 
seat might bring with it a wife. You’ll have to ask the man 
himself about that. 

**** 

MR. AVIATION : 

After 41 years in 
the aviation busi- 
ness of the King- 
dom, Mohammad 
Samie Bitar, assis- 
tant vice-president 
for LATA ( Interna- 
tional Air Trans- 
port Association) 
and industry- 
affairs has retired 
from Royal Jor- 
danian. Back in 
1955 Mr. Bitar 
worked for Jor- 
dan 5 very first air- 
line, Air Jor-dan. 
which mer-ged 
with Arab Airways 
( another private 
Jor-danian com- 
pany) to become Air Jordan of the Holy Land. Later, from 
1961 to 63. Jordan Airways took over air transport opera- 
tions in the country until December 1963 when ALIA, 
today's Royal Jordanian came into being. Mr. Bitar 
worked for each until last week’s retirement. At 60 he is 
still vigorous, and with a lifetime of service to the national 
air carrier from Sales and Reservations superintendent to 
director of Trade Affairs and Tariffs to the post at Industry 
and IAEA Affairs. Mr. Bitar has now been asked lo write 
the history of civil aviation in Jordan. While most of his 
colleagues would have liked to keep him around for anoth- 
er five years, they will certainly be looking forward to his 
contribution to the annals of Jordan s aviation history, that 
is if he decides to accept the offer. The experienced man 
has some solid offers to enter the private sector and have a 
go at a contribution from there to the travel and tourism 
industry. Succeeding Mr. Bitar is AVP Marketing and 
Sales, Mamdouh Qalabi who had. prior to returning to the 
b^‘ff£l ee {e£; JUjireajnanager in Toronto. Knowuig how 
. far. huars j&pnes used to ring lion-stop with tariffs and 
RJ s > worldwide, destinations. Mr. 


.ficketfag, 

Qalabi will do well to get some ear cushions. 




WHEN DUTY CALLS: Back in Jordan again is Lars 
Lonnback, Swedish Ambassador to Jordan from 1986 to 
1990. Mr. Lonnback is here to attend next week's meeting 
on Euro-Islam relations at AL Al Bayt University spon- 
sored by the Swedish government and organised by the uni- 
versity. Having worked for the Swedish Foreign Ministry 
as an expert on Muslim relations, his participation at the 
conference is m his capacity as a consultant. A true friend 
of Jordan, Mr. Lonnback stepped in to steer the Swedish 
embassy in Amman during the interim period after the 
retirement of former Ambassador Christian Bausch and the 
assumption of the post by Ambassador Agneta Bohman just 
prior to the Middle East and North Africa summit here in 
Amman last October. Mr. Lonnback, who this time is not 


accompanied by his wife, says he loves being in Jordan and 
was glad to visit the Scandinavian '‘stronghold" in the 
namesake forest overlooking ike Baqaa Valley and listen to 
Danes singing Arabic folk songs. His trip also coincides 
with the observance ofSwedan i National Day. heralded in 
last night with a party at Mrs. Bohman ’s. His many friends 
are happy to welcome back the veteran diplomat . and 
expect to hear more from him as the three-day conference 
proceeds out in Mafraq. 

•*** 

HAIL BRFTTANIA: While Japan Week will actually 

stretch into wo weeks beginning June S, British Week 
kicks off on June 14, but not before this Friday "s Annual 
Summer Ball — a black tie event with entertainment by the 
Azraq Blues Band at the British Embassy Club. In any 
case, what the embassy of the U.K would like to highlight 
during British Week is the 50th anniversay of Jordan's 
Independence, the termination of the Anglo-Jordanian 
Treaty and thus the new relationship between Britain and 
Jordan which emerged as a result. Events, all happening 
at the Forte Grand Hotel, include: a “ British Lifestyles 
Exhibition” ( June 16-19) of more than 100 British compa- 
nies from England. Northern Ireland. Scotland and Wales: 
the play "Bedside Manners” performed { June 15 and! 6 1 
by the Derek Nimmo Players: concerts by the Mop Tops 
“Beatles" ( June 17 and 18), an ewning of magic with illu- 
sionist Alan Shaxon on June 20th, and a dinner theatre 
starring Ruth Maddoc in “Hiss & Boo. ” There will also be 
an exhibition of David Roberts originals and British culi- 
nary feats at most of the hotel's restaurants. Ambassador 
Peter Hincliffe said of the coming event: “For me person- 
ally, British Week will mark the culmination of my 
embassy's efforts to improve the already excellent relations 
which exbt betw een the U.K. and Jordan in all aspects of 
the relationship. " 

***• 

EXTENDING EXPERTISE : Incidently. last week we 
mentioned a party hosted for visiting British MPs in Aqaba 
by U.K. Ambassador Peter Hinchcliffe and his wife Archie. 
That waj only part right. We ha\'e since discovered that 
Archie Hincliffe was actually much further northeast, wav 
over in Afghanistan running a course in the Taliban-con- 
trolled areas for assitant physiotherapists working on com- 
munity-based rehabilitation programmes. Rehabilitation 
in Afghanistan has usually meant dealing with vicitims of 
landmines, and in that conflict-ridden parr of the world dis- 
abled children have been neglected. Mrs. Hinchcliffe ’s 
task is thus to enable better trained physiotherapists to 
work in the family setting. The course is financed by the 
Swedish Save the Children Fund and administered by the 
UN. s Comprehensive R Disabled Afghans Project. The 
Taliban are a conservative people, and' as some of the phys- 
iotherapists are men. Mrs. Hinchcliffe has had to be veiled 
while running her course. She has been virtually out of 
touch with the outside world apart from a twice-daily radio 
schedule with Peshawar in Pakistan. This work is an 
extension of what she has been doing in Jordan. 


WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS: Here in Jordan a sim- 
ilar sort of healthcare aid has been meeting with great suc- 
cess for more than four decades, it is called Germanaid- 
Baden. A mission of HRH Max Markgraf von Baden [of 
Germany ) since 1982, the project provides support and 
help to refugees all over the world: Ethiopian refugees in 
Sudan, and projects in Romania. Croatia, Hungary and 
Jordan. Prince Max is a close friend of Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hasson and Princess Sarvath , 
and during the Gulf crisis he sent significant donations to 




(Above) Mafraq 
Sanatorium nurse 
Anya holds 
Hammoudeh 
Abdullah upon 
admission to the 
clinic. (Right) Nine- 
month-old 
Hammoudeh after 
three months of care 


the Kingdom to help the refugees of that conflict. Any time 
he comes across an in-kind contribution, he contacts the 
Office of the Crown Prince to see if it can be useful. Once 
such recent donation helped in providing milk to children 
in the Mafraq and Ras Al Naqb areas, where sinee the mid- 
60s two women have been working to help save the lives of 
the residents of those remote regions through the A! Nuor 
Sanatorium Society for Chest Diseases. They are SO-y ear- 
old Aleanor Soltou from the U.S. and 65-year-old Aileen 
Coleman of Australia. The mission of these two selfless 
women starred back in the early 50s in Arvuh on the West 
Bank Today they report just one of the many liappy-end- 
ing experiences they have had. A six-month-old boy named 
Hammoudeh Abdullah of the Masaced tribe in Urn Jamal 
was brought in to the Mafraq Sanatorium critically mal- 
nourished and dehydrated. Three months later, benefiting 
from the milk distribution programme and the tender care 
of all at the clinic. Hanimoudeh was what every baby 
mould be fa healthy bouncing bundle of joy. thanks to the 
concern of ^people like Prince Max. Ms. Soltou ami 
Ms.Colemah. 

**** 

N.B. Last week we reported on a young Jordanian student 
who was selected to attend The National Young Leaders 
Conference in Washington, D.C. The news itself was 
received by the J.T. in the form of a press release from the 
NYLC. What the statement failed to say. and we have since 
learned, is that this year there are actually seven other high 
school students, all from the Amman Baccalaureate School, 
who have been chosen to participate in the NYLC at vari- 
ous intervals this summer. Recognising their achieve- 
ments, we name them here: Reem Sharaiha, Rasha 

Sha'axh. Marwa Burii. Zena Murii. Rami Shtaych. Karim 
Seiji and Rami Rumeleh. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Forget the Riviera, 
France’s west coast is ‘in’ 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 

PARIS — Forget the Riviera. The “in" 
place to vacation in this summer is 
France’s west coast. 

In one of those sea-changes in 
lifestyle, the Mediterranean Cote 
D’azur with its overcrowded beaches, 
concrete apartment blocks ^ and 
buraper-to-buraper traffic is “out". 

French and foreign holidaymakers 
are switching in growing numbers to 
the less crowded, cheaper and more 
wholesome pleasures of the Atlantic 
coast, even if it means trading a bikini 
and sun-tan oil for rubber boots and 
oilskins. 

“Chic goes west tourism to the south 
declines," the August daily Le Monde 
pronounced with a solemnity usually 
reserved for government policy 
changes or world economic trends. 

A full-page spread provided statis- 
tics to support Le Monde's thesis: 
"The trend towards a return to nature 
and simplicity, perceptible in several 
areas of consumer spending such as 
food and furniture, is now' being 
reflected in tourism." 

The number of tourists visiting the 
Alpes maritimes region around the 
city of Nice fell to 7.8 million from 8.5 
milli on in the last decade. Meanwhile, 
tourism to the western Britanny region 
has increased to 7.8 million from 6.8 
mill ion in the last three years. 

Real estate prices in some Breton 
coastal villages are now repotted to 
outstrip prices in the Frejus/Saint- 
Raphael area near Saint-Tropez, long 
the Mecca of France’s jet set 

On the Riviera, the price of new 
apartments has fallen back to 1987 


levels, according to estate agents. 

A west coast trend is visible in 
advertising, on news stands and even 
in pop music. Fashionable ads this 
year tend to be set on rugged Breton 
cliffs or islands. 

A glossy magazine. Cote Ouest, 
devoted to the architecture and 
lifestyle of the rich on the west coast, 
has built up a cult following in the last 
two years, rivalling its southern elder 
sister, Cote Sud, launched five years 
ago. 

Publisher Elisabeth Lefebrvre said 
Cote Ouest now outsells Cote Sud in 
the trend-setting Paris region. 

And in the pop charts Breton music 
is back in vogue, thanks to the group 
Dan At Braz, after two decades in 
obscurity. 

The group, whose instruments 
include the traditional Celtic harp and 
the bagpipes, was chosen to sing 
France’s entry in the Eurovision Song 
Contest this year but finished a lowly 
19th. 

The black-and-white striped Breton 
flag is increasingly visible on regional 
produce in supermarkets. 

There are many reasons for the shift 
in tastes, the extent of which should 
not be exaggerated — the south of 
France is still a magnet for tourists and 
not about to go out of business. 

The cooler climate on the west coast 
is a relief in these days of global 
wanning, when fear of skin cancer has 
made a deep suntan less "politically 
correct”. 

The over-development of many parts 
of the Riviera, often with little thought 
for the quality of buildings or of the 
air, has triggered a backlash. 

“The Cote D’azur nowadays is like 


Paris with a sea view but without the 
metro," Ecologist Regional Councillor 
Patrice Miran joked in an interview 
with Le Monde. 

In the boom years of the 1980s, 
south-coast hoteliers and restaurant 
owners jacked up prices to levels 
which the recession of the 1990s made 
many holidaymakers reluctant or 
unable to pay. 

Tired of being scalped on the coast 
and spending hours in traffic jams, 
some tourists first moved inland, over- 
running the "quaint" Provencal vil- 
lages depicted in British author Peter 
Mayle’s best-selling A Year In 
Provence and its sequels. 

Those villages soon suffered from an 
influx that spawned a rash of tacky 
souvenir shops and eateries. 

The high-speed TGV train and 
improved roads have brought the west 
coast closer to Paris in travelling time. 

The 1994 celebrations of the 50th 
anniversary of the World War II allied 
landings in Normandy helped boost 
tourism there. 

The Atlantic coast, three times as 
long as France’s Mediterranean shore- 
line. still offers hundreds of kilometres 
of relatively unspoiled beaches, cliffs 
and creeks, although the water can be 
frigid. 

But the west too is starting to pay the 
price of success. 

The scenic lie De Re. joined to the 
mainland near La Rochelle by a bridge 
since the mid-1980s, now receives up 
to 180,000 tourists a year, more than 
10 rimes its population. 

Local politicians are campaigning to 
ban construction on the island, most of 
which is a protected nature reserve. 


Japanese conservatives block 
change in marriage laws 


By Makiko Tazaki 
Age nee France Presse 

TOKYO — Fearing an erosion of traditional family values, 
Japan’s conservative male lawmakers are doing their best 
to block an overhaul of marriage laws which has long been 
sought by Japanese women. 

In February, an advisory panel to Justice Minister Ritsuko 
Nagao proposed revising the country’s civil code for the 
first time in 50 years. 

The proposed revisions would allow women to keep their 
maiden names after getting married while easing divorce 
laws and other regulations. 

Related bills are supposed to be submitted to the current 
session of parliament. But with the session set to expire on 
June 19, time is running out. 

“We have a problem with the Liberal Democratic Party 
iLDPI,” said Yukio Edano, a lower-house deputy from the 
new party Saidgake. 

The centrist party is the smallest in the ruling coalition 
which is dominated by the conservative LDP followed by 
the left-wing Social Democratic Party (SDP). 

Mr. Edano said his party had already approved the revi- 
sion while the SDP was ready to do so at any time. 

“But because the LDP has been unable to coordinate 
views between members, the cabinet cannot adopt the bills 
to be submitted to the parliament,” he said. “We don’t want 
them to keep on dragging their feel like this." 

An estimated 10 per cent of the 316 LDP members of 
both houses of parliament are opposed to letting women 
keep their maiden names. 

Leading the campaign is Masakuni Murakami, a 63-year- 
old LDP lawmaker from the upper house. 

The practice of women taking their husbands’ names is a 
"virturous Japanese tradition nurturing love,” be says in a 
26-page pamphlet published earlier this year. 

“Advocates of change overlook the danger of separate 
surnames leading to the collapse of the family by cutting 
the bonds which unite it into one.” 

Mr. Murakami argues that the proposed revision puts 
“individualism” before “love” and therefore threatens to 
destroy the family, pointing to the United States and 
France. 


“Half of the married couples in America get divorced," he 
says. "In France, one in three children are bom out of wed- 
lock." 

Shinto religious groups are also pressuring the LDP. 

In a meeting with about 70 LDP lawmakers in March, the 
Shinto Political Union argued that allowing spouses to keep 
separate surnames would “undermine the unity of the fam- 
ily and adversely affect Japanese culture." 

Japan, like Switzerland and Austria, is among a minority 
of nations that require married couples to have the same 
surnames. 

The current law, however, allows a choice between the 
wife taking the husband's name or the husband taking the 
w r ife's name. In about two per cent of marriages, the hus- 
band will take the name of his wife, usually in cases where 
the wife has no brothers and is anxious to keep the family 
name alive. 

“I think those who oppose the revision don’t realise that 
it’s about expanding the option,” said Chieko Kagabayushi, 
a 36-year-old translator. 

“We are not forcing those people to have different names 

from their spouses. They can share names if they want to. 
We just want the right to keep our own names. It’s a matter 
of expanding the scope of our options," she said. 

Like many working women in Japan, she yses her hus- 
band's name for official business but maintains her maiden 
name for work. 

If the new law is enacted, she plans to abandon her hus- 
band's name completely under a provision allowing spous- 
es to change their names within a year of the legislation 
being passed. 

The revisions to the civil code would also enable divorces 
after five years of separaradon even if one of the spouses 
objected. Under the current law. both spouses have to agree 
to a divorce except in cases where the spouse is divorcing 
a partner deemed responsible for the breakdown of the mar- 
riage. 

The legislation would also remove the discrimination 
between legitimate and illegitimate children in inheritance 
cases while raising the minimum marriage age for women 
from 16 to 18 to match that for men. 










BThis Week 


Luxury suites 


By Jean-Claude Elias 




SPECIAL APPLICATIONS aside, most personal comput- 
ing needs are ensured by four types of programmes. 
Indeed, apart from technical, dedicated software such as 
computer-aided drawing and design, software for medical 
applications and others. Mr. Everybody’s requirements are 
the same everywhere. Whether at home or in the office 
environment, software developers have, through the years, 
come to a fairly good definition of what PC users want. 

We have often referred in this column to the office suite 
— the winning “quartet" — made of a word processor, a 
spreadsheet, a database and a presentation graphics pro- 
gramme. They fulfill more than 90 per cent of people’s 
needs, with the first two elements taking the lion’s share. 
Running under Windows operating system that provides 
additional utilities such as modem communications (fax. 
E-mail), calendars, calculators and other useful tools, an 
office suite becomes an extremely efficient, pleasant to 
use operation centre for any PC aficonado. 

A well designed suite does not only provide quality pro- 
grammes. It makes them work well together. The good 
integration of the four above mentioned elements is essen- 
tial to reach productivity. By offering menus that follow 
the same concept, a suite reduces the learning overhead 
and ensures homogeneity. Finally it also gives users the 
possibility to exchange data (files) with users of other 
suites. 

Microsoft Office Suite has been the most popular till 
now. However, two other contenders are more than worth 
considering — Lotus Suite and Corel Suite. The first has 
been on the market for a while. Corel's has been recently 
introduced. Both Microsoft’s competitors possess some 
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serious advantages. Lotus Organiser — one of the Lotus 
Suite elements — has been the most successful in its class. 
A sophisticated yet easy to use diary and planner. Organi- 
ser is a model of fine software design. Corel Suite benefits 
from the compnay’s well-known graphics and award win- 
ning, ready to use Clipart Collection of drawings that cov- 
ers a wide range of topics. 

While each vendor has its own strong selling points, it 
would be hard to choose an overall winner, technically 
speaking. The choice remains a matter of personal taste. 
Microsoft's advantage is that all suites must work under its 
own Windows system. 

Those particularly fond of Corel's graphics may opt for 
its suite. Those who need the best diary will probably 
choose Lotus. Those who have sworn absolute, eremal 
loyalty to Microsoft will accept nothin g less than Mic- 
rosoft Office Suite. Because user-create files can be easily 
exchanged not only between different programmes within 
the same suite but also between different suites, all users 
will find the three suites pleasant, efficient, practical to 
use, and satisfying most of their computing needs. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shnqair 


JOKES 


** In the kingdom of blind men. the one-eye is king. 

Al-awar fee mamlakatil-imyan sultan. 


** Practise what you preach. 

La tanha an kholoqin wa-ta’tee mithlahu. 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
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(1) What is Sl Elmo’s fire? 

(2) What were called the Pillars of Hercules? 

(3) What is meant by Erse? 

(4) Who was the Egyptian sun god? 

(5) What is an okapi? 

(6) How are an alligator's eggs hatched? 

(7) What is a gnu? 


PUZZLES 


(A) FIT THE WORDS 


* DOCTOR: “You have only twenty minutes 
you want to see anyone?” 

PATIENT: “Another doctor, please.” 


to live, do 


FIT TH E WORDS 


* CUSTOMER: “Waiter, I must say I don't like all these 
flies here in ray soup." 


WAITER: “Please show me the ones you don't like, sir. 
and I'll get rid of them for you." 



TICKET EXAMINER: “Where's your ticket?” 
TRAVELLER: “I think I've lost it.” 

TICKET EXAMINER: “Well, that’s not a good excuse. 
TRAVELLER: “ All right. You suggest a better one.” 



LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 



V' - 


** Care and diligence bring luck. 


Man jadda wajad. 


** Where there is drink, there is danger. 

Majaless al-khomoor mahfoofa bish-shnroor. 


Can you fit the words into the squares by using the 
names of the illustrations given here? 

To get the correct answer, the letters in the horizontal 
squares in the middle should mean “self.” 


** Peace begins where ambition ends. 

Yabda’ ass-saiam haithu tantahii atmaa. 


(B) LONDON & NEWCASTLE: 


** Who is bad to his own is bad to himself. 

Man ah ana thaweehi faqad ahana nafsahn. 


** Add pence to pence for wealth comes hence. 

Minal qalil yojma al-kathir. 


TWO trains start at the same time, one from London to 
Newcastle, pd the other from Newcastle to London. They 
arrive at their destinations one hour and four hours, respec- 
tively. after passing one another. Compare the rates of the 
trains. 


Mental stress is riskier to the heart 


than physical stress — report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Mental 
stress is a greater risk than physical 
stress for people vulnerable to bean 
problems, according to a study pub- 
lished Tuesday in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 

The study, conducted by researchers 
from the Department of Medicine of 
Duke University Medical Centre in 
Durham. North Carolina, said that 
patients can reduce the risk of future 
heart attacks by changing their 
response to mental stress. 

“The observations that mental stress- 
induced ischemia predicts events over 
and above exercise-induced ischemia 
suggests that mental stress testing 


might complement traditional exercise 
stress testing in select individuals,” the 
report said. 

Myocardial ischemia results from an 
obstruction of blood supply to the 
heart 

“An additional implication of the 
study is that modification of stress 
responses may serve to reduce the risk 
of future cardiac events, particularly in 
patients who exhibit mental stress- 
induced ischemia,” the study said. 

The researchers recommended that 
further research be conducted to deter- 
mine the efficiency of stress manage- 
ment interventions for patients who 
show signs of ischemia induced by 


mental stress. 

Mental stress can increase the heart's 
demand for oxygen while at the same 
time reducing its oxygen supply, 
according to the study. 

The researchers studied 126 outpa- 
tients with coronary artery disease 
(CAD) who over the past year also 
showed evidence of myocardial 
ischemia induced by physical exer- 
cise. The patients were given mental 
and exercise stress tests. 

Patients with ischemia caused by 
mental stress were almost three times 
more likely of having a cardiac event 
or of dying than patients who did not 
show signs of stress-induced ischemia. 
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A little bit more care 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


SOMETIMES WE try, even harder than we should, to get 
others to behave in ways that are more in line with the 
norms and rules that we ourselves live by. Other times, we 
try to get them to think in a manner that is contradictory to 
how they had been brought up to think_ 

Everytime we do this, and whenever we switch on the 
lecturing mode, someone, somewhere, is bound to jump 
into the discussion to claim that we who speak do not 
know, most of the time anyway, what we are talking about, 
and that we should not be talking in the first place. 

For instance, we could be talking about any thing from 
two people going out together because tbey enjoy each 
other's company, to high-school students writing a report 
on traffic problems on our roads recently and coming up 
with their own genre of awareness campaigns. 

Because of this, it can be truly heart wanning when one 
realises just how much more cultured and caring some of 
our young people are when it comes to the things that are 
enriching to human experience. Some, because there are 
quite a few out there wasting their lives away because of 
a misguided fascination with the absurdities of modern 
culture. 

It was interesting to note that even thougb the students' 
field study revealed more problems than it did formulate 
solutions, they decided to keep working at trying to come 
up with their own brand of solutions. They felt a com- 
pelling need to strengthen the argument for making a 
change. A most commendable move. Something akin to 
the brave standing up to the wicked. 








They were hoping that tbey could count on everybody's 
support help, and willingness in order to bring on sucha 
change And because of Sis, some of their reports ended 
tffm apprahnade to each and every one of us to try to 
care a litSrSt more. To care for ourselves Md for one 
another. To learn to appreciate one another and the 
chances that we have been given to make our hves, and 

our cities, a little bit better and safer. _ m, i.™ 

Amidst all of this, one thing is certain. We cannot keep 
hiding under the banner of Arab hospitality, generosity, 
and good manners because these have to be examined in 
light of the facts and horrors of daily life. An example 
which comes to mind is that of the driver who races mto a 
roundabout out of turn. For such a driver can neither be 
described as hospitable nor well mannered. We need a new 
motto. One that appeals to our state of rrnnd today. 

Can we at least begin to think about that? And can we 
begin to involve the younger generation in such a process? 
Or has its time not come yet? 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, June 6, 1996 
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Aladdin 
NBA 
Pirates 
News Flash 

French Programme — Les Polluards 
Varieties — Le Monde Est A Vous 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Archimede 
News Headlines 
Arabic Calligraphy 
Taratata 
Stark Treck 
News In English 

Feature Him — Between Love & Honour 
Starring: Grand Show & Maria Pitillo 
My Two Wives 
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Pebbles And Bamm Bamm 

Bush School 
See How They Grow 
Gillette World Sport Special 
Give Us A Clue 
News Flash 

French Programme — Les Polluards 
The Film Of 100 Years Of French 
Cinema 

Les Enfants De Lumiere 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 

News Headlines 

Growing Pains 

Nasty Boys 

It Had To Be You 

The Hanging Gale 

News In English 

Classic Movie — Show Boat 

Starring: Kathryn Grayson & Howard 

Keel 


Saturday, June 8, 1996 


10:00 

10:25 

10:35 
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Roland Gaross/Ladies' Singles Final & 
Final _ 

Men’s Double Final 

Nippon — The Land And Its People 

Japan’s Technology 

Miner-Fen wick " 

Alia Troupe In Folkloric Dances 
Prism/Live 
Domestic Violence 
News In English 
Daily Summary — Japan Week 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Feature Film — Heart Of Darkness 


Sunday, June 9, 1996 


10:00 

10:30 

11:20 


The Mask 
Mac & Mutley 

Roland Garros/Men's Singles Final 
1996 European Championships: 
Germany VS. The Czech Republic (First 
Half) 

The Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Daily Summary — Japan Week 
1996 European Championships 
Denmark VS. Portugal (First Half) 

News In English 

European Championship (2nd Half) 
Counterstrike 


Monday, June 10, 1996 


Bonkers 
Richie Rich 
Playabout 

A nima ls Of The Mediterr anean 
Bustin' Loose 
News Rash 

Children’s Programme — Ordv 


10:15 

10:20 

11:20 


Family Programme — L Ecole Des Fans 
Thalassa 

1996 European Championships: 

The Netherlands VS. Scotland (First Half) 
Le Journal 

European Championship (2nd Half) 
The Nanny 

Nippon — The Land And Its People 
Japan’s Corporate System 
Rock Around The World 
Daily Summary — Japan Week 
1996 European Championships 
Romania VS. France (First Half) 

News In English 

European Championship (2nd Half) 
The Bold And The Beautiful j 


Tuesday, June 11, 1996 


7:15 

7:30 

8:25 

8:50 

9:05 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

10:35 


Iris — The Happy Professor 
Captain Planet 
Hot Shots 

The Bob Morrison Show 
Alf 

News Hash 

Children’s Programme — Ordy 
Documentary — la Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Que Le Meilleur Gagne . 
Medical Magazine — Savoir Plus Sante 
1996 European Championships: 

Italy VS. Russia (First Half) 

Le Journal 

European Championship (2nd Half) 
Blossom 
Milner-Fenwick 
Varieties 
Star Trek 
News In English 
Daily Summary — Japan Week 
Feature Film — The Face Of Fear 
Starring: Elizabeth Ashley & Ricardo 
Montabalm 
My Two Wives 


Wednesday, June 12, 1996 


8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

10:35 

11:10 


The Fintstones 
Dinosaurs 

The New Three Stooges 
Bill Nye, The Science Guy 
Kelly 

News Flash 

Children's Programme — Le Chat 
Perche 

Serie — Maigret Et La Vieille Dame 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

Evening Shade 

People Count 

No Place Like Home 

Changer 

Hunter 

News In English 

Daily Summary — Japan Week 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Airwolf 
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Arts & Culture 


‘Mirror onto the soul’ 


Jordan Times, Thursday, June 6, 1996 


RENDEZVOUS WITH ART 


By Mahmoud !. Mufti 

to his J 98 r P^calion, Universe with Man in Mind’ the 
New Paradigm, director of ecological physics at Cranfield 
tostitute * Techn ology, UK-based Canadian Professor 
Glen Schaefer, remarks that “...nature is a kind of mirror 
When we observe [it] with the least bias, we are seeing 
more and more clearly the nature of our minds, our own 
assumptions." This release was taken from an interview 
series three years earlier with artists, poets and scientists in 
the Christian Science Monitor’s Home Forum page, enti- 
tled “Towards the Frontiers of Thought.” 

Born in E in-Karim, Jerusalem, and residing in Jor dan , 
artist Ahmad Nawash comments: “Ait is inevitably a mir- 
ror of some sort, reflective not only of our thoughts, afflic- 
tions and aspirations, but acting as the ultimate medium of 
human expression. It is in art that the true honesty of the 
soul is most vividly manifest." This statement comes in 
1996 — now — as pan of a weekly art feature in the Jordan 
Times WEEKENDER. It would seem that the potential for 
concurrence by men of science and art alike is enormous, 
regarding the human need to exalt some element — 
whether it be nature or art — to the status of ‘mirror onto 
the soul.’ 

Indeed, through his work, strongly evocative of a hypo- 
thetical Miro- Picasso hybrid art form, Ahmad Nawash, (a 
confirmed surrealist), commands the arresting attention of 
viewers to two fundamental elements: The predictability of 
the logical and the elusiveness of the abstract His ability, 
(.in a large number of his paintings) to galvanise the two 
dimensions into one uneasy coalition of shades, hues, and 
colours is arresting, to say the least. Integral to such an 
amalgam is the “dream-like" quality of his works, for like 
the dreamer, the viewer here is made to embark the alpha- 
beta-theta shuttle that shortly thereafter commences its 
multi-directional spiralling towards the torpidity of synap- 
tic delta-wave patterns or the torridity of surrealistic visual 
renditions. In either event, the effect is overwhelmingly 
nebular. 

The pieces fall into two main categories: Portrayal of 
people in the context of certain sentiments and predica- 
ments that may surround diem at a given time, and por- 
trayal of people and animals in the context of compositions, 
and near-geometric formations (also featuring people). One 
particular painting, entitled A Family In Misery depicts 
three large faces concentrically huddled up (with respect to 
themselves as well as with the expanse of the framed can- 
vas). The effect alludes to a tight sense of solidarity despite 
the misery that has befallen this family. The whole work 
almost beckons to cry out something to the effect that 
“despite our misfortunes, at least we've still got each 
other.” The theme is strongly suggestive of the plight of a 
typical Palestinian family enduring characteristic hardshi p. 

Next, a portrait of a married couple, hand in hand (albeit 
in a very reserved way) is hauntingly reminiscent of Jan 
Van Eyck's Giovanni Amo lfmi and [his wife], Giovanna 
Cenami, 1434. Indeed, the latter is described as representa- 
tive of Van Eyck's pursuit of flawless reality and Ids dis- 
passionate recording (of a married couple). Ahmad 
Nawash’s rendition is surrealistic, while the former is of the 
artistic style known as Realism. What die two lack in terms 



A Family In Misery' by Ahma d Nawash 

of similarity in style is overshadowed by the similitude in 
the generated atmosphere. 

Three closely-gathered people make up another painting 
with misery as its focus; it is entitled Persons With A 
Problem. Deceiving the viewer before closer inspection, 
the faces reveal knit brows and portentous scowls. 
Paradoxi-cally, the people are seen to be standing with such 
an elegant gait and erect bearing that they resemble the tra- 
ditionally cheerful, tall and dignified Luanu'a Valley tribes- 
men of Zambia. 

A painting hard to forget is one featuring a stone-faced 
woman making pretences at being a model, and pointing to 
two supposed colleagues of the same profession in the 
background. What instantly captivates the viewer here is 
the woman's face. Its closest approximation would be the 
recently discovered Ice Maidens Of Peru; once lively 
teenage Peruvian girls that were sacrificed to pagan gods 
over 500 years ago and shockingly well-preserved in the 
constant mountain-top snow ever since. Their gaum, sinis- 
terly-express ionless faces are ghoulishly similar to that of 
the fashion-model. 

There is plenty besides Ahmad Nawashfc modern style 
fhar indicates just how abreast he is of current events. One 
painting is labelled Mad Cow Disease. The concept is 
relayed to the viewer via an anguished face (and with good 
reason) as a result of being relegated to the creature’s rear 
end. Indeed, wherever human faces adorn anim al bodies in 
the artist’s works, it is “indicative of the animalistic ten- 
dency of people at times, and this is conversely true as 


well” explains Mr. Nawash. 

The 27 paintings constituting Mr. Nawash s current exhi- 
bition represent a stylistic departure — rather, a stylistic 
evolution — from his 1993 collection. Imbued with, 
frankly, quite beautiful “add-ons” like multiple miniature 
triangles and circles (No! This is not Cubism), the current 
range may not appeal as much to the absolute art-purist 
who had grown used to the aesthetic virginity of the older 
range. This is not to say that visual detectability and intel- 
lectual purposefulness have by any means diminished or 
been lost along the way (each painting still tells a tale), but 
simply that the relatively-sedate former style has metamor- 
phosed into a more “busy” one. 

Both styles excite the viewer’s (artistic) sensibilities: they 
just act on different sensory parts of one's c ranial lobes. It 
really becomes an issue of personal taste. If anything, cred- 
it is warranted for this artist who has been able, so success- 
fully, to reinvent his work and consequently “freshen it up." 
The cool colour-range formerly used has likewise under- 
gone a change for the darker, cosier (and charmingly- 
muritier). Pastel shades reminiscent of contemporary 
French artists like Degas have given way to defiantly -bo Id 
ones of the Mexican and Latin American reservoir of 
colours, such os those that predominate in the works of 
artists like Diego Rivera. 

Accordingly, vis-a-vis the main subject-matter, cerulean 
blue has bowed to French ultramarine; cadmium orange to 
buint sienna brown; sap green to thalo green. Near-new 
colour introductions include oxblood, mauve, crimson and 
every conceivable derivative or blend thereof. The once all- 
too- familiar staple anaemic turquoise used for background 
filling (in the context of Mr. Nawash ’s surrealistic works) 
has likewise failed to elude the artist's freshening-up initia- 
tive. To a large extent, indigo and mauve derivatives have 
replaced iL Nothing in the old colour-range was considered 
sufficiently noblesse oblige to retain unaltered. Nothing — 
save, of course — the artist’s evidently all-time favourite 
colour, “human beige" (or. less personally and more artisti- 
cally, “buttermilk-magnolia”). 

The artist’s new order has ushered in colours so rich in 
pigment, so intricate in their mutual-inteijeciion in the for- 
mation of the backgrounds, that virtually each painting pos- 
sesses the necessary hues for a comprehensive colour^com- 
pendium. The backgrounds are artworks unto themselves; 
one can literally scrub out or sand-blast the main subject- 
matter from a good number of the paintings, and the back- 
grounds would still be able to carry the day and feign ample 
originality. 

Yet with all shades of blue predominating in the works 
(some of it suggestive of the influence of Picasso's blue 
period), it becomes interesting to examine the findings of 
art-authors and colour experts, Augustine Hope and 
Margaret Walch. They claim that “If asked, ‘what is your 
favourite colour?', half [of the respondents] would proba- 
bly respond, ‘blue.’ Polls taken after World war II have reg- 
ularly shown that over half the adults questioned — in the 
United States, Canada, and Western Europe — claim that 

their favourite colour is blue. Green comes next then 

white and zed, while the other colours lag far behind." Is it 
a coincidence, then, that die sky is blue and foliage is 
green? Is it a question of cause or effect? Philosophy and 



The Fashion by Ahmad Nawash 

psychology are belter suited to tackle these issues than art. 
The study adds that “social status and profession hale little 
influence on colour choice. The only pertinent difference 
depends on age: The very young like warm colours, adults 
like cool ones." In opting for warmer colours en masse, 
could it be that Mr. Naw ash is growing "younger at heart ".' 
That remains a riddle, but with a (spring) exhibition as 
splendid as this, he would certainly have every reason to 
feel that way. 

The artist's former Italian professor. Marino Ma/zacuraii. 
described the then-young an apprentice. Ahmad Nawash. 
as a person who "does not look for visible poetic forms, vet 
his objective is to artain the limits where eyesight is dt\ en • 
ed to invisible effects." One may plausibly detect a strain ot 
universality in Professor Mazzueuruti's observation as evi- 
denced in the remarkable parallel disclosure of Louis 
Pasteur: “I see everywhere in the world the inevitable 
expression of the concept of infinity.” This takes us back to 
the theme suggested at the start of this article, regarding the 
“enormous potential for concurrence by men of science 
and art alike vis-a-vis the human need to exalt some cle- 
ment — be ir nature or art — to the status of minor onto the 
soul." 

Finally, if all these issues seem confusing, then that's 
because they are. According to A. Erewhon. "art can only 
be learned in the workshop of those who are winning their 
bread by it.” 

The exhibition is hosted by the Jordanian Plastic Arts 
Association in Jabal Luweibdeh and will run for a month. 
It was opened bv H.R.H. Princess Wijdan Ali on Mav 27. 
1996. 


Liza Minnelli cannot go ‘gently’ After 40 years, TV’s canned 


into that good interview 
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By Douglas J. Rowe 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Liza Minnelli cannot go “gently” into that 
good night Instead, she must rage — rage against the dying 
of the journalistic light 

Tabloid whispers about her health and erratic behavior 
have made it into the mainstream press. So that’s what she 
finds herself having to talk about as she tries to mount a 
publicity campaign for her latest recording. Gently. 

She was curied up in a cushy leather armchair at Sony’s 
' Studios where she was recording her thoughts on Mikhail 
Baryshnikov on Broadway for an upcoming ABC-TV spe- 
cial on great moments on television. A stubborn cowlick 
stood ramrod straight atop her head. 

"Oh, this is going to look great,” she said with a flashing 
laugh, finally c allin g over an assistant to spray it down. 

Her album is the arc of a romantic life, featuring stan- 
dards with a few surprises. There's a duet with Donna 
Summer on the torch song Does He Love You? and a turn 
with Johnny Mathis on his classic ballad. Chances Are. 
Herbie Hancock plays keyboards on In The Wee Small 
Hours. 

Minnelli says she tried to do the album “with dignity and 
elegance, and then the National Enquirer comes along.” 

“I haven’t read anything, but people have said that it was 
very mean. And destructive." 

The story does seem a bit too irresistible to gossipmon- 
gers. 

Call it “Judy Garland redux.” 

They suggest that Minnelli is hurtling headlong toward 
the fate of her mother, the legendary singer who died of an 
accidental drug overdose at age 49. 

There’s just one problem with such a pat and predictable 
story, says the 50-year-old Minnelli, whose father was 
N Academy Award-winning director Vicente Minnelli: It’s not 
true. 

“Completely. From the get-go.” 

It’s true, though, that up close and personal your eyes see 
a very tired Liza. She chain-eats bite-sized candy bare from 
the large jar in the hospitality room where she’s talking. 

And she makes herself so comfortable with a co 2 y wrap 
in the chair that she starts to nod off toward the end of the 
interview. 

She explains that she’s been working so hard — rehears- 
ing until midnight — that she finds herself slipping into 

sleep sitting up. ^ 

It’s further true that nearly 12 years ago she checked into 
the Betty Ford Clinic to detox from alcohol a 20-year 
addiction to valium (originally prescribed for recurrent 
back problems) and what she called “party drugs. 

But as for the gossipy tales now, no one close to her has 
been quoted, she maintains, adding: “You have a friend, 
who has another friend, who has another friend, who one 
night goes out to dinner and happens to be tatog about « 
when die waitress comes back, and that s the friend (who s 

q “S'then it’s become Chinese whispers, which is like 

“Just amazing. It makes me laugh so hard,” she. says, 
laughing, “because, oh my God. I never felt better in my 
life ” 

rS And it certainly hasn’t been months since last she talked 

1 to haff-si?er, Loma Luft. “Why would I not talk to my sis- 

Ud noted how it seems that, partwlarly ^ the 
0 J. Simpson trial, the tabloid newspaper National Enquirer 
can set the agenda for respectable papers such as USA 

Tbdav, as it did in her case. . . . 

“It’s funny, because then they say, well let s clear this 
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Liza Minnelli 

up.’ In order to clear something up, you have to bring up the 
negative. And then you just sound like you’re defensive. I 
don’t believe in iL It’s not me." 

Still, there's no denying that the thrice-married-and- 
divorced Minn elli has made He adlin es as much for her per- 
sonal tribulations as for her career triumphs. She acknowl- 
edges thaL 

"So it doesn’t bother me," she says. “What disturbs me is 
anybody who thinks it’s slightly true. ..." 

Then she pauses, reflects, and says: “But how could 
theyT’ 

There’s also no denying that her career has been a roller- 
coaster ride, she allows. 

She’s won three Tonys (the first when she was just 19), an 
Academy Award as best actress for 1972's Cabaret, an 
Emmy and two Golden Globes. She has sold out a three- 
week engagement at Carnegie Hall (in May 1987) and bro- 
ken box-office records at Radio City Music Hall (in April 
1991). 

But as she points out her signature songs, Cabaret and 
New York, New York, were made hits by others (Louis 
Armstrong and Frank Sinatra, respectively). 

Even when she’s not casting a high profile, however, 
she’s still touring with concerts. And now comes the com- 
pact disc Gently, which marks a major departure for her. 

The songs that typify her are “strong, unsentimental and 
relentlessly cheerful” she says in the liner notes. "The 
songs on this album, in truth, are much more what I’m real- 
ly like: Sentimental, romantic and sometimes foolish." 

So why did she hide that side of her? 

"To tell you the truth, I thought nobody would like it 
Thai’s me, not tbai person I built up over there," she says, 
gesturing across the room. “I’ve kept me private for 
myself.” 

She calls this “my makeout album" and she says she made 
it “because I couldn’t find any in the record store. Made me 
nuts.” 

Another thing that inspired her, she says, was listening in 
the car to Mathis’ Chances Are and recalling, “oooh, I got 
my first kiss to that song." 

But, utimately, it was more than all that, she says. 

“You know what it really was: I wanted to become — not 
50 and faa-a-abulous, kicking up my legs and doing all that 
kind of stuff to prove that you're not 50 — I wanted to 
become 50 and focused. And that’s what I am." 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — If you can’t make 
them laugh, you can always fake them 
laughing. 

Pre-recorded chuckles and applause 

— known as sweetening — have 
flavoured television programmes for 
four decades despite the sour taste it 
leaves in some mouths. 

Comedians tend 1 to shy away from 
the artificial approval. Viewers gripe 
about being overrun by fake guffaws. 
One producer. Jay Tarses, has tried 
banning laugh tracks from his series. 

But nearly every comedy ever on TV 

— not to mention game shows, rock 
and comedy concerts and awards cere- 
monies including the Oscars and the 
Emmys — has been sweetened. 

The few sitcoms that tried to go 
without tended to be short-lived. 

Talk about the last laugh. 

Laugh track pioneer Carroll Pratt 
contends that the entertainment indus- 
try has learned to judiciously use a 
process it once abused. 

“It’s not a dishonest profession any- 
more," Pratt said. “The need has been 
seen, and since it’s become more con- 


servative I think they're (critics) living 
with us OK." 

Only news programmes, dramas and 
sports events are exempt from the wiz- 
ards of mirth, technicians who sit at 
small, putty-coloured consoles and use 
12 burtons and three levers to coax 
audience tapes into a symphony of 
glee. 

Titters, chuckles, belly laughs, cat- 
calls and more are part of the mix. 

Pratt began working in the late 
1950s with Charles Douglass, who 
invented a laugh machine while at the 
CBS Network, and has doctored 
shows ranging from I Love Lucy to 
It’s Garry Shandling's Show. 

It all started honourably enough, 
says the semi-retired Pratt. 

Radio listeners were used to getting 
laughs with their programmes, the 
sound of studio audiences picked up 
by microphones. 

Conventional wisdom also decreed 
that the communal laughter enjoyed 
by movie audiences was vital to mak- 
ing TV comedies work. 

Originally, canned laughs were used 
to fill in when scenes were added or 
changed after an audience had viewed 
a show, Pratt said. 


Later, a spate of series were filmed 
sans audience, like The Donna Rood 
Show and Father Knows Best, and 
required technicians to provide ail the 
reaction. 

Eventually, says Pratt, “It got out of 
control" as producers and writers 
pushed for bigger chuckles. The public 
began to rebel. 

"The major complaint was we were 
laughing at things that weren't funny. 
Then we got letters saying we don't 
need some guy pushing a button to tell 
us when to laugh,” he recalled. 

The industry finally began practicing 
restraint — to an extent. 

“In pilot seasons, things arc oxer- 
laughed terribly.” Pratt says, referring 
to the showcase period when produc- 
ers try to sell shows to the networks. 

There are other little attempt to 
cheat. 

“Some producers bring in all of their 
underlings and writers and get dost* to 
an audience mike and yuk it up." he 
said. “It's bad in one area because the 
writers, knowing the gag is coming, 
usually stan laughing be I ore it spills.” 

"You don't make a joke funny b\ 
lau china at it." Pratt said. 


U.K. programme-makers cash in on channel growth 


By Keith Weir 
Reuter 

LONDON — The makers of some of Britain’s top televi- 
sion shows are cashing in on the huge appetite for pro- 
grammes as the number of channels explodes across the 
globe. 

Leading media companies such as Carlton 
Communications, Pearson and Granada are pumping up 
their production anus and raiding the archives to fill the 
extra capacity created by cable and satellite broadcasting. 

“Our investment in television production reaped signifi- 
cant benefits with record programme sales, new and repeat 
commissions from ITV and proposals for a range of pro- 
grammes for cable and satellite channels,” Carlton 
C hairman Michael Green said in a statemement with the 
company’s interim results last week. 

Carlton, the largest of Britain's commercial television 
(ITV) companies, had programme sales of £72 million 
($111 million) in the six months to March 31. 

Worldwide sales of drama shows such as Soldier, Soldier 
and Inspector Morse helped to offset flat advertising rev- 
enues as Carlton’s interim profits surged to £143 million. 

“Carlton is now one of the largest programme makers in 
the United Kingdom, with the expertise and resources to 
compete on a global scale,” Mr. Green said. 

Many share analysts had expected Carlton to make a 
headline-grabbing bid for either a rival ITV company or 
perhaps even a national newspaper group ahead of an 
expected easing of media ownership laws later this year. 

But Ml Green stressed the value of developing the com- 
pany by less costly means, citing recent investments in new 


television stations in France. India and Singapore and an 
entry into the British cable television sector. 

Carlton and Pearson are partners in a new Indian satellite 
television venture. Pearson's television division includes 
British producer Thames and Grundy Worldwide, maket 
of top-rated Australian soap opera Neighbours. 

“Our policy is to be a programme producer around the 
world," said Pearson Television spokesman Roy Addison. 
"We take strategic stakes in broadcasters where thc\e 
enhance prospects for our production and distribution busi- 
nesses." 

Pearson has a 24 per cent stake in Britain’s fifth terrestri- 
al channel, which is due to launch next January’. The com- 
pany hopes to supply as much as £25 million of program- 
ming to the channel in its first year of operation. 

Granada, which operaies ITV franchises in London and 
northwest England, has teamed up with satellite broadcast- 
er BSKYB to create a new outlet for its television business. 

The two companies have formed a joint venture to launch 
a family of eight satellite channels this autumn. 

The main attraction will be the Granada Gold Plus 
Channel — offering vintage shows from an archive which 
includes every episode of Coronation Street, an evergreen 
soap opera which has been running for 35 years and still 
pulls top ratings. 

The good news for the programme makers is that demand 
for their shows can only increase as channels multiply 
worldwide thanks to the extra capacity created by digital 
technology. 
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Worried about your weight — join the crowd 


By Tracey Ober 
Reuter 


MADRID — “Well. I really should- 
n't,” goes the weight watcher’s famil- 
iar mantra before guiltily accepting an 
offer of fattening food, “but maybe 
just this once.” 

Ridiculed in public and called names 
like “tubby” and “fatso,” overweight 
people suffer countless humiliations in 
daily life and can develop a deep sense 
of shame in a society that glamourises 
slimness. 

Despite the stigma, their numbers are 
ballooning, causing concern in med- 
ical circles where experts on nutrition 
are worried about the associated health 
risks of this modem plague. 

Doctors meeting at an international 
congress in Barcelona recently said 
obesity, with its often fatal complica- 
tions, had become epidemic and could 
become a worldwide health disaster if 
not taken seriously and treated like a 


chronic disease. 

“Obesity is doubting every five years 
so we have an epidemic that is coming 
at the health service like a tidal wave,” 
said Dr. Philip James, a Scottish 
authority on nutrition and chairman of 
an international task force on obesity. 

The task force, backed by the World 
Health Organisation, wants to reverse 
society’s bias against fat people and 
get obesity to be seen as a medical 
rather than cosmetic problem. 

“We have to fight against the cult of 
slimness and the condemnation of fat 
people,” says the task force’s Professor 
Bernard Guy-Grand of France. “There 
is an over-emphasis on how you are 
shaped and it has aggravated the 
already serious problem.” 

Obesity is a disorder of energy bal- 
ance which happens when a person's 
energy intake exceeds their energy 
expenditure and the excess is stored as 
fat. 

Doctors classify a person as over- 


weight if their body mass index 
(weight in kilogrammes divided by 
height in metres squared) is 25 or high- 
er, and obese if their index exceeds 30. 

Overly corpulent people do not, gen- 
erally, five as long as thinner people 
and they are more likely to develop 
chronic or fatal diseases such as 
strokes, heart disease or diabetes. 

The dawning of a technological and 
infor ma tion age in more developed 
countries has removed much of the 
need for people to move around and it 
is increasingly easy to put on weight. 

Experts say the h uman brain has not 
been able to adapt to the new idleness 
and we continue to eat the same 
amount of food that we did in more 
active times early in the century. 

“The fat intake is down in the U.K. 
and the U.S. but obesity is going up. 
People expend less energy walking, 
doing personal chores, at the office,” 
Professor Claude Bouchard, a 
Canadian expert on obesity and genet- 


ics. told Reuters. 

“We Asn’t seem comfortable eating 
less and this is scary.” 

He said studies had shown that peo- 
ple today expend several hundred 
calories fewer on average but were 
unable to stick to a restrictive diet over 
the long-term. 

To compensate for this built-in ten- 
dency toward flabbiness, he thinks 
modem society should be more active, 
walking 30 minutes to and from work 
every day for example. 

The key to a slimmer society is 
awareness, the expats say. 

Men, in particular, are at risk with 
their tendency to develop a paunch in 
middle age, which is a mote dangerous 
kind of rat distribution than the pear 
shape common among women. 

Men are also less likely to worry 
about their figure and therefore less 
likely to try to slim down. 

“If we can persuade men that it’s a 
health risk, we'll be more able to per- 


suade them to seek treatment, says 
task force member Xavier Pi-Sunyer. a 

U.S. authority on obesity. 

But finding a way to lose weight can 
be a frustrating experience amid the 
myriad of quick fix promises, miracle 
p ills and “revolutionary” exercise 
piarhint*s in the commercial market. 

Doctors also may not provide much 
comfort 

Diet and nutrition were considered 
the poor cousins of medical studies 
until recently and obesity was thought 
to be mainly a psychological problem. 

The medical community slowly 
changed its attitude over the past 
decade as it became clear that obesity 
was increasingly prevalent and at the 
root of other health problems. 

As their numbers grow, fat people 
have formed advocacy groups to help 
sufferers cope with practical matters 
such as finding flattering clothes, an 
oversize chair or an extra strong bicy- 
cle. 


They also provide moral support and^ 
information about where to seek help.#* 

“Society is so unfair to rat people,” 
says Briton Bar Hewlett of 
Eurobesitas, a European organisation L 
aimed at information sharing for the 
obese. “People with a weight problem 
are desperate and they don’t know 
where to go.” 

Studies have shown that obese peo- 
ple have a lower self-image than those 
with amputations, blindness or chronic 
pain. 

Their physical discomforts are very 
real, however, and they may go to the 
doctor complaining of tiredness, sleep 
problems, sweating, breathlessness, 
low back pain and angina. 

“These patients who are almost half 
our population need to be treated for 
the root cause, which is obesity." says 
Dr. Michael Lean of Scotland. 
'There's a rising awareness of the 
enormous costs. It has to be considered 
a chronic disease.” 


Vaccines from plants promise pain-free protection 


By Neil Winton 
Reuter 


LONDON (R) — Genetically-engineered bananas may 
spare children of the 21st century the dreaded vaccination 
needle. 

Scientists have high hopes that plants can be genetically 
changed to grow cheap vaccines, leading to the use of fruit 
for painless and plentiful protection against disease. 

Not for the next century’s children the bland assurances 
about a routine visit to the doctor being nothing to wony 
about, followed by the jab, pain and unrestrained bawling. 

Vaccinations would be delivered by eating bananas, 
apples or yams which have been genetically engineered to 
deliver a range of protection against familiar childhood dis- 
eases. 

“My vision is to have a baby-food jar containing a trans- 
genic banana that will protect against several infections,” 
said Charles Amtzen of Cornell University”s Boyce 
Thompson Institute for Plant Research, in a recent article. 

And the goal of producing vaccines from plants promises 
cheap, plentiful protection from traditional developing 
world killers like bacterial diarrhoea and cholera. 

The trouble with visions is they bum bright in the minds 
of the prophets but remain obstinately out of reach to the 
public. 

But Axis Genetics Ltd. of Cambridge, England, says it is 
making progress towards vaccines from plants. 

“The genetic engineering of plant viruses is likely to 
result in a wide range of human and veterinary health care 
products in the next decade,” Iain Cubitt. Axis chief execu- 
tive told Reuters. 

Axis Genetics is growing plants to test the theory and 
work towards production. 

“We engineer the virus in the laboratory and put it in the 
plant, on one leaf. This multiplies and spreads throughout 
the plant as it grows. The virus is designed to dominate the 
plant without killing it” Mr. Cubitt said. 

“We’ve latched on to a highly efficient method of pro- 
duction. Other methods, where you engineer the plant itself, 
make it much more difficult to extract the virus. With our 


method you harvest the leaves, grind them up, separate 
them. You get a yield of two grammes per kilogramme. 
That’s a lot.” Mr. Cubitt said. 

Axis says it is making progress towards producing a vac- 
cine against common diseases in cats and dogs, and foot 
and mouth disease in cattle. Drugs for animals de man d a 
less stringent regulatory regime and present a quicker route 
to market 

The company is also working on AIDS, malaria, measles, 
hepatitis B and flu vaccines, and ways to combat fungal 
infections and the treatment of colon cancer. 

“In three to four years we could have a veterinary prod- 
uct but for humans, there's three to five years of develop- 
ment. and perhaps two years of regulatory action. We’re 
looking at eight years realistically for h uman use,” Mr. 
Cubitt said. 

Until about 50 years ago, most medicines and drugs came 
from plants. Chemistry was harnessed and now most new 
drugs are produced in pharmaceutical laboratories. 

Genetic engineering has raised the prospect of reverting 
to the plant world. Experts believe this can lead to cheaper 
vaccines than the cultured animal or yeast cells now used. 

Despite the cheerleading of firms like Axis, problems 
loom. 

“You have to purify die particular protein you want to 
extract from the plant. 1 suspect this has been slightly 
glossed over, it’s not a trivial matter,” said Dr. Julian Bnrke. 

Dr. Burke, reader in biochemistry at Sussex University 
near Brighton, said genetic engineers have to demonstrate 
that they can control the power of the vaccine produced. 

If the strength of the particular vaccine is not consistent, 
it might produce an allergic reaction or make recipients sen- 
sitive to the virus the vaccine seeks to defend against 

However Dr. Burke is hopeful problems can be over- 
come. 

“The golden scenario is that we produce vaccines in fruits 
like apples or yams, which (developing country) locals 
could then eat That’s theoretically possible." Dr. Bnrke 
said. 
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Researchers find potential 


new way to treat obesity 


By Andrea Orr 
Reuter 

SAN DIEGO — The ultimate “diet pill” may be years 
away, bat scientists from Ligand Pharmaceuticals and the 
Institute Pasteur Del Lille in France say they have discov- 
ered a DNA sequence associated with human obesity. 

They say it could help them develop new drugs to regu- 
late metabolism and weight. 

Their findings, published in the Proceedings of tbe 
National Academy of Science, suggest that the human body 
could be made to produce more of the gene, leptin, that 
controls food intake and metabolism. 

Ligand said it is hopeful its finding s could eventually lead 
to a simpler, orally-administered drug that would increase 
the body’s leptin level. 

Dr. Dave Robertson. Ligand’s vice-president of discovery 
research, said that research is still pre liminar y and it could 
take years before the new findings “are reduced to prac- 
tice.” He said Ligand might seek a business collaboration in 
the meantime to help it fund its research. 

Since tbe leptin obesity gene was discovered in 1994, 
most research has centred on finding ways to administer it 
directly to obese humans. The new findings relate to the 
DNA sequence, or the promoter region of the leptin gene, 
that causes cells to produce more leptin naturally. 

Although several drugs already on the market help to con- 


trol weight through appetite supression. the discovery of 
leptin was seen as a breakthrough because of its role in con- 
trolling metabalism. Researchers say differing leptin levels 
may explain why two people can overeat while only one 

gains weighL . , 

“The availability of the promoter provides us and 
researchers at Ligand with a good tool to identify novel 
therapeutic approaches,” Dr. Bart Steels, a specialist in 
gene expression at the Pasteur Institute, said in a statement. 

Ligand, a San Diego-based biotechnology company, has 
obtained exclusive rights to commercial applications for the 
leptin promoter region, and said it submitted an application 
to the U.S. Patent Office covering that and related inven- 
tions. 

Since the leptin gene was discovered at Rockefeller 
University, most research has been conducted by Amgen 
Inc., a Thousand Oaks, Califoraia-company that last year 
purchased exclusive licensing rights to the gene for $90 
million. Amgen’s tests administering the gene to laboratory 
mice and larger animals have been shown to result in 
weight loss, and it recently announced it was beginning 
clinical trials in humans. 

Dr. Robertson said any work on the gene’s receptor regioq 
would not interfere with Amgen's exclusive license for the 
gene itself. 

Amgen was not immediately available for comment. 


Chinese city tackles worsening alcoholism 


By Tiffany Bown 
Agence France Presse 


HARBIN, China (AFP) — Every evening after work Wang 
Ying drifts from restaurants to karaoke bars in China’s 
northeastern city of Harbin, getting blind drunk with his 
friends on beer and hard liquor. 

Tbe successful young businessman is among tens of mil- 
lions of Chinese for whom excessive alcohol consumption 
has become a daily ritual under the economic reforms of the 
past 16 years. 

But he, like most fellow citizens, remains largely ignorant 
of die dangers of his habit 

“There’s a serious lack of understanding of alcoholic 
dependency in China,” said Doctor Zhang Zongpei. 

He is one of a group of doctors in this hard-d rinkin g cap- 
ital of Heilongjiang province that is trying to tackle the 
problem by setting up the country’s first “giving up alcohol 
club.” 

The club, established under the Harbin Psychiatric 
Hospital in July 1993, is loosely modelled on Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA). It shares the U.S.-founded group’s 
objective of helping sufferers kick, their habit through 
mutual support and counselling. 

In addition to running the club. Dr. Zhang’s hospital is 
one of a handful in China to reserve a ward especially for 
treating alcoholism. 

Some 300 people, almost exclusively men, have been 
treated since the ward and club were established, spending 
up to three months in hospital receiving help from Chinese 
and Western medicine, plus psychological counselling and 
club meetings at which they exchange stories of addiction. 

However, tbe social stigma attached to psychiatric ill- 
nesses, along with the lack of awareness that they have a 
recognised problem for which treatment is available, pre- 
vents most Chinese alcoholics from seeking help. 

“It's a cultural problem. Because it's regarded as a dis- 
grace, people only come to us if their lives have become 
intolerable, once their wives have walked out on them and 
they’re no longer able to work,’’ said Dr. Zhang. 

The same social concerns prevent former patients from 
continuing to attend tbe club's two-weekly meetings for 
more than about six months after their discharge from hos- 
pital. 

“Once they're back at work and regard themselves as 
cured they don’t want people to think they have this prob- 
lem any more. It’s a matter of saving face — that’s much 
more important here than in the West,” he said. 

The doctor acknowledged that such cultural obstacles and 
the fledgeling state of China’s alcoholism treatment result- 
ed in a high relapse rate, with up to one half of patients soon 
reverting to their old habits. 

A 1992 survey of 44,920 people, carried out in nine cities, 
found that 1,674 or 3.72 per cent were alcoholics, with the 
problem worst among male labourers in their fifties. 

In Heilongjiang, alcoholism is particularly widespread for 
several reasons, including its icy winter temperatures, its 
proximity to Russia — from where locals have gained a 
fondness for fiery liquor — and its large ethnic Korean 
community, among whom dependency rates are high. 

Growing unemployment caused by difficulties in the 
heavy industrial province’s state industries and the large 
number of workers in tbe resource-rich region's numerous 
isolated mines and forestry projects also contribute to the 
problem. 

Many upwardly mobile urban citizens. like Wang Ying, 
simply drink too much because it has become the social 
norm under China’s economic reforms. 

“Drinking alcohol is just a custom here. It's not like the 
English people’s drinking tea — that has to be drunk at a set 
tune. Here alcohol is drunk at ail social occasions at any 
time of day, said Mr. Wang, downing round after round of 
“Erguotou liquor m a local karoake club. 

About 178,000 of Harbin’s some four million people suf- 


fer from chronic alcohol poisoning, the China 
News said recently, warning of “social alcohol poisoning" 
as rates of crime, unemployment, car accidents, divorce and 
illness are pushed up. 

The newspaper suggested more should be done in China 
to heighten awareness and expand the social scope of sup- 
port of alcoholics — now confined to pyschi attic hospitals 
— and to impose restrictions on purchases of alcohol to 
minors and on drinking in public places. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(I) An electrical phenomenon that causes the tops of 
masts of ships at sea to glow. 


(2) An ancient nam e for the rocks. Calpe in Europe, or 
Gibralter as we Know it, and Abyla, or Ceuta, in Africa, 
marking the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea. 


(3) The Irish and Gaelic languages. 


(4) Ra. 


(5) An African a nim a l somewhat like a giraffe, but 
with a shorter neck. 


(6) By the sun’s heat on the sand in which they are laid. 

(7) An ox-like African antelope with a long tail. 
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Features 

Aqaba summit stresses peace is irreversible 


Continued from p ^gp j 
*The election campaign 
was like any election cam r 
paign. It involved many 
statements. But when some- 
one becomes responsible, 
things change” he added 
Mr. Mubarak continued to 
say that he agreed with gw 
Hussein and Ml Arafat t0 
“do our best ... to restore 
Arab unity, Arab solidarity, 
which is now very impor- 
tant.” 

Ml Mubarak said the 
summit focused cm “the dif- 
ficulties that might arise on 
the path to peace and ways 
to tighten Arab ranks and 
restore Arab solidarity.” 

He said he will meet with 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
ami Syrian President Hafez 
Assad in the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah on Friday to “dis- 
cuss the -issue of peace and 
Arab unity.” 

- An Arab official was quot- 
ed by AFP as saying that the 

S audi-Egyptian- Syrian 
summit would marfr a start- 
ing point for moves to dall a 
broader Arab s ummi t An 
official source told the 
Jordan Times that the sum- 
mit would examine a possi- 
ble gathering of 11 Arab 
Countries, Without naming 
them. 

When freed with a ques- 
tion on such a prospect. Ml 
M ubarak replied, “die day 
will come when we see such 
a possibility materialise.” 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad said after meeting 
Ml Mubarak in Cairo 
Monday that be was ready 
to take part in a summit 
grouping Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan and Lebanon. 

But a Jordanian official, 
according to AJFP, said the 
Syrian leader had set as a 
condition that Jordan and 
the Palestinians recognise 
that they had “made a mis- 
take” in signing separate 
accords with Israel, making 
such a s ummi t unlikely. 

In an indication that Egypt 
is- trying to achieve 
Jordan! au-Syrian reconcili- 
ation. Kins Hussein referred 


to Ml Mubarak a question 

Aqaba summit statement 


„ , saying 

“ask President Mubarak." 

Ml Mubarak said Ml 
A ssad will not be against 


experience 
The king said that on the 
personal level, his relation 
with Mr Assad “las not 

been affected.” 

Mr Mubarak also called as 
“ridiculous” a statement by 
Sy rian^ Defence Minister 
Mustafa Tlass in which he 
questioned the legitimacy of 
Jordan. 

Many such statements are 
meant for internal consump- 
tion, said Mr Mubarak who 
urged an end for such accu- 
sations. 

King Hussein said be will 
meet with American 
President Bill Clinton next 
week in the U.S. to discuss 
the fate of the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. His Majesty 
is scheduled to leave for 
Washington Friday. 

Asked if be was disturbed 
by Ml Netanyahu’s declara- 
tions that be would not meet 
with Ml Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader replied; • 
“No. No. No ” 

He said that despite the 
Likud Party’s opposition to ' 
the Pales tinians ’ quest for 
independence, “sooner or 
later, there will be a 
Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital.” 

“It is the choice of the 
Palestinian people and 
nobody can oppose it,” Ml 
Arafat said. 

Ml Mubarak also predict- 
ed that “there will be a 
Palestinian state. History 
will prove that there will be 
a Palestinian state, whether 
people like it or dol" 

King Hussein added that 
Jordan will never be a “sub- 
stitute” “If some people 
think that it is impossible to 
have a Palestinian state, it is 
even more impossible to 
have Jordan turn into a 
Palestinian state,” said the 
ktne. 


Interfaith meeting ends 


i . .u jj* . j.i. 

Continued from page 1 

Nassereddin A1 Assad, 
President of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research (A1 al 
Bait Foundation) said in his 
closing speech that this dia- 
logue was one of the most 
successful Muslim- 

Christian encounters they 
organised. 

He stressed that interfaith 
dialogues should contribute 
to the unification of 
Christian and Muslim soci- 
eties. 

“We should discuss issues 
that bring us together not 
those which separate ns,” 
be said. 

At tiie end of the meeting, 
participants sent a cable to 
Prince Hassan expressing 
their gratitude and appreci- 
ation for his participation in 
the M uslim -Christian dia- 
logue which they said has 
contributed to its success. 

They also seat a cable of 
gratitude to His Holiness 
tiie Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos L They 
thanke d tite patriarch for his 


.si. if • > '.‘..i ✓fin 

support of their continuing 
series of Muslim-Christian 
dialogue. 

The consultation on The 
Educational System in 
Islam and Christianity 
which was organised by ipe 
Royal Academy in coopera- 
tion with the Orthodox 
Centre in Chambesy, 
Switzerland, brought 
together more than 50 
Muslim and Christian par- 
ticipants who included 
leading specialists and per- 
sonalities from different 
countries. 

The next Muslim- 
Christian consultation will 
be held in Istanbul in June 
1997 on Perspectives of 
Cooperation and 

Participation Between 
Muslims a n d Chris tians on 
the Eve of the New 
Century. 

It will focus on the princi- 
ples and historical practices 
of cooperation and perspec- 
tives of cooperation at 
local, regional and interna- 
tional levels. 


Netanyahu welcomes peace call 

continued from page 1 


The Labour Party of out- 
going Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres recently 
dropped opposition to a 
Palestinian state from its 
platform, though Mr. Peres 
has said he preferred a con- 
federation between a 
Palestinian entity and Jordan 
in a final settlement. 

In another gesture to his 
hardlmft supporters, Mr. 
Netanyahu on Wednesday 
sent a message to some 
4,000 Jewish seders who 
rallied in the West Bank 
'town of Hebron to celebrate 
the Netanyahu victory. 

■ In a statement read at the 
rally. Ml Netanyahu urged 
the settlers to be “strong and 
brave” and said he was frill 
of admiration for efforts to 
maintain a Jewish presence 


in the city. Hebron is home 
to 400 settlers and 94,000 
Palestinians. 

Hebron, the last West 
Bank city under Israeli 
occupation, will mark one of 
the first benchmarks of a 
Netanyahu government. ,, 

Ml Peres had promised 
Ml Arafat to pull Iaaeli 
troops out of most , of 
Hebron this summer As a 
candidate ■ Ml Netanyahu 
said be would not honour 
such a promise and keep the 
soldiers in the city for at. 
least three more years. 

However, after the elec- 
tion, Ml Netanyahu was! 
non [committal on the issue, ’ 
and on Wednesday, senior 
aides were briefed on the 
planned Hebron redeploy- 
ment by Israel’s chief peace 
negotiator Uri Savin 


,ni' 
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AQABA, Jordan (R) — Here is the fall text of the 
statement issued after a summit meeting in the Jordanian 
port of Aqaba on Wednesday between Jordan, Egypt and 
the Palestinian National Authority. 

In the name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

As a complement to the Egyptian- Jordanian-Pal estinian 

' summit which took place in Cairo last May 12. His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Excellency President Hosni Mubarak 
and His Excellency President Yasser Arafat met in the 
towndf Aqaba on June 5, 1996, and emphasised reinforc- 
in g effort s to pursue the peace process, guaranteeing the 
co mmi tment to implement all the agreements which have 
been signed in the context of it, the need to s u pport and 
help the Palestinian side especially in its negotiations on 
final status and redoubling efforts to resume the negotia- 
tions op the Syrian and Lebanese tracks, to reach a real 
comprehensive peace based on respect for reciprocal rights 
and duties and the application of die principle of land in 
exchange for peace and resolutions 242 and 338, which the 
Madrid Conference stipulated and to which all parties 
committed themselves, for withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territory. 

The t hree leaders reviewed ways to support their 
Pale stinian brothers in the final status negotiations, in 
order to enable them to reach an agreement which 
guanmtees their legitimate national rights to their national 
ter ritory and which confirms Palestinian, Arab, Mmiw and 
Christian legal, historical and spiritual rights in relation to 
Arab Jerusalem. 

The three leaders dealt with the results of the Israeli 
elections through an objective evaluation, and call on the 
new Israeli government to continue in the peace process 
under the fundamentals and principles on which the 
Madrid Conference was based, affirming their conviction 
that peace is an irreversible strategic choice for all parties m 
the region. 

The three leaders say that supreme Arab interests 
require that their meetings continue, that cooperation and 
coordination between them be supported, to strengthen the 
peace process, and to make efforts to expand the circle of 
meetings to bring about real Arab solidarity. 


World marks Environment Day 


NAIROBI CUNEP) — 
World Environment Day 
was celebrated in more 
than 100 countries around 
the world on June 5, to 
focus global attention on 
environmental action and 
awareness. 

Each year die United 
Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme CUNEP), the 
United Nations body 
responsible for coordinat- 
ing World Environment 
Day activities, chooses a 
theme and selects a city as 
the main venue for the 
international celebrations. 
This - year, the 
international celebrations 
commemorating the day 
will be held on Sunday, 
June 9, in Istanbul. 
Turkey, and will be hosted 
by UNEP and the govern- 
ment of Turkey with a full 
programme of activities, 
including a parade dis- 
playing environment- 
friendly products, photo- 
graphic exhibitions oq. the 
environment, a fashion 
show of environment- 
friendly textile products 
and the presentation of 
UNEP’s Global 500 
awards of 21 environmen- 
talists from around the 
world who have made out- 
standing contributions to 


tiie protection of the envi- 
ronment. 

The main event will be 
attended by the president 
and prime minister of 
Turkey, the chairman of 
the Turkish parliament, 
the country’s minister or 
environment and UNEP’s 
executive director. 

World Environment Day 
(June 5), established tty 
the General Assembly in 
1972, is a people's event, 
with governments and 
communities organising 
clean-up campaigns, tree 
plantings, street rallies, 
bicycle parades, green 
concerts, essay competi- 
tions in schools, recycling 
efforts and much more. 

In a statement on the 
occasion. U.N. Secretary 
General Butros Ghali said: 
“(the) World Environment 
Day is an occasion to 
reflect on the state of our 
fragile environment It is 
an observance that draws 
attention to some of the 
ominous ways m which 
humanity is imperilling its 
own habitation. It empha- 
sises the urgency of 
changing our attitudes and 
behaviour, through 

responsible practices and 
actions. 

“The theme for this 


year’s World Environment 
Day is ’Our Earth. Our 
Habitat, Our Home.’ As 
the worid moves into the 
21th century, it will mark 
the passing from an age 
when most of its popula- 
tion resided in rural areas 
to one in which most will 
be urban residents. Clear- 
ly, humankind's future 
will unfold in settings that 
are predominantly urban. 

“Today, the explosive 
and continuing growth 
raies of urban areas have 
created some profound 
challenges for the sustain- 
able management of these 
settlements. The blanket 
of smog that hangs over 
cities such as Rio de 
Janeiro, Mexico City, 
Delhi. Beijing and tens of 
thousands of smaller cities 
is a symbol of the many 
urgent problems that 
demand our attention — 
from unchecked emis- 
sions to inadequate sanita- 
tion, from chemical acci- 
dents to urban fires. 

“As the pace of global 
integration accelerates, 
the lines that separate a 
city, a country, a region, 
and a continent will pro- 
gressively blur. The future 
of our cities will deter- 
mine more and more not 


only die future of nations 
but also of the planet in its 
entirety. We ignored the 
issue of sustainable man- 
agement of cities at our 
own peril. If cities are to 
continue to be the engines 
for economic growth as 
they have been throughout 
human history, their future 
development has to be 
based on considerations 
that are environmentally 
sustainable. 

“Astronauts have seen 
how meaningless national 
boundaries can be in terms 
of the biosphere. We can- 
not allow these dividing 
lines to obscure our view 
of the one planet we share. 

“The perception of the 
whole Earth as our home, 
as the integral place 
whose fortune and whose 
future is our own may be 
tbe essentia] first step to 
survival. 

“World Environment 
Day is a call for con- 
science, and a call for 
action. On this day, let us 
enlighten ourselves, not 
only for the benefit of our 
own lives but also for the 
well-being of generations 
to come. The environmen- 
tal crisis allows no time 
for delay. Action is needed 
now.” 


INVITATION 

FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS TO BUILD THE 

MOVENPICK RESORT HOTEL - DEAD SEA 
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National Hotels & Tourism Co. Ltd. 


j dbuiU JU; 


hereby invites Jordanian contractors 
classified as General or First Class 
in building construction or 
ekctromedbanical work and who 
are experienced in building hotels 
alone or in Joint Venture with 
International Contractors to present 
their pre-qualification documents for 
the construction ofMdvenpick Resort 
Hotel - Dead Sea which will include 
but not be limited to :> 

1- A complete description of the 
company profile and its staff. 

2- Tbe projects previously executed 

by the company and especially 

those of hotels and big building 
projects. 

3- The names and qualifications of 
the technical staff members in 
the company. 

4- The machines and equipment 
owned by the company. ; 

5- Balance sheet for the lastthree 
years. 

6- Any other pertinent information 
about the company. 

The project will be located on the 
Dead Sea -Eastern coast (Zara Area) 
with a total construction area of 
(35000 m 2 ). 

Please note that the project will be 
built in stages. First stage will 


consist of the Hotel building. 
Guestrooms South Block and 
Guestrooms North Block with a total 
built up area of (24000 m 2 ). 

The project will be tendered in two 
packages, qualified contractors for each 
package are requested to submit their 
qualifications accordingly > 

- First package will include 
structural works and finishes. 

- Second package will include 
electromechanical works. 

Interested contractors are requested to 
submit their pre - qualification 
documents and experience in the 
construction of hotels and big building 
projects not later than 8/7 / 1996 at 
the following address 


National Hotels & Tourism Co. Ltd. 
Amman - Jabal Amman - Third Circle 
Insurance Building (A)- 5th Floor. 

Tel. 646781 - 646782 - Fax 655543. 
P.O.Box 5315 Amman (1 1 l83)-Jordan 


J 

a V ft 4 -jlLta.J «Lu J 3 -B v_i 

.( T r t£. . .) 

jaH ellac- £ f Jj j mi 

— JS1 (JjAUU 

J SjfB Jl OC.V JjVl * j - 

-l*ll J 

(JLtebU — 

y — i < lift jLL *9 ujlS ijpi [j-* or ^, Ji 

Jj-ULi 4 - 4 J^U! 0 j JUk 

JJl — jffl el— u yj Lf£U> 4 j (jJ 

Ijl — * ^ — k J & J— jJ&B i-jhVl A- — jjhlaj 

j f,! jJ A jlfi tL— uril .V— &j4 

" JjkU Jb dbj n/V/A 


vLO Jl jjB - tjUt "" 
(jibtlaJl (jjUaS — (ty ,'uubH * jL*c. 


■U1VAT --UTYAt 

"i ooo£r 


: cjjU 


(j— 4ai3jVl (jul jLLaB 5 tj-* j 

Am /jfi J pic 

JUc-Vl Jl*-® J 

Hj«Vl «-Uj i ffl it* 

LlllS i • (jdfi— 1® jl 0—2* J** 4 • 
A—olaJ ujL®j1&aH 4x«]lc 

iJ/ X — j i %- 1. —Ill j] ffjlS j-lu 

*A_A J*..«j (jl j -yiH— .*1 

j . — -il V JUl«9 Jjj . i Ic. diL-* jl*-t9 

j is ^j_c. J*LJ£ i t. *-»j ' 

j®ua 

<5 jpiJI (Jj 

A^i^\ 4j (jjUiH alikj 

•o 

o.l® j CJ jjij »L**J t” 
/aSjZ 5 JobdJ 

.A&,jZ& j vlilifill ” t 

mA j f ixa lliL3j^4 [> jil 

jLljj (j x- (_j viiLt^Uu® aJ “1 

^->1.14 j ( 3-1 «i f l— ul 1 ^1 j *Ij J*J (j.® 

— (^1 ^-*13 i nt i (jJc 

* jll ft l — 13 ®-vl a Jtj A — i.L\.® 


■C 


Xo 


) 


* ^ ^ f-Uj fM-tJ I^A 

L»V o* ci 









8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Fri day June 6-7, 19% 


UNCTAD: Global foreign direct investment 
flows hit record $325 billion last year 


GENEVA (R) — Total over- 
seas investment rose to on es- 
timated record $525 billion 
in 1 995. a leap of 46 per cent 
over the previous year, a 
United .Nations agency S3id 
Tuesday. ' 

Emerging from . slow 
growth and boost cd by a new 
wave of cross-border mergers 
and acquisitions, foreign di- 
rect investment flows particu- 
larly rose on both sides of the 
Atlantic, it added. 

In a statement, the U.N. 
Conference on Trade and 
Development f UNCTAD) is- 
sued the preliminary figures 
from its annual World 

Investment Report 1996. due 
to be published in July or 
August. 

"Worldwide foreign direct 
investment rFDI) inflows in- 
creased by.. a phenomenal 
$103 billion t46 per cent) be- ' 
tween 1994 and 1995. to set- .a 
new record level of an esti- 
mated 5325 billion.” the 
Geneva-based agency said. 

■ "The United States led the 


way. with record inflows of 
$75 billion and record out- 
flows of £97 billion, accord- 
ing to preliminary esti- 
mates.” it added. 

UNCTAD said the un- 
precedented level of global 
RDf flows last year suggested 
"that the speed of globalisa- 
tion of production by 
transnational corporations 
may be accelerating." 

' Total overseas invest- 
ment was an estimated S204 
billion in 1994. after rising a 
mere six per cent. About $80 
billion went to developing 
countries that year. 

in ail. industrialised 

countries attracted 5216 bil- 
lion 'in foreign investment in 
1995. 

Developing countries 
registered investment inflows 
estimated at S97 billion, an 
all-time high. China. 
Indonesia. Malaysia and 
Thailand won the lion's share 
of such investment. 

The transition economies 
of central and eastern Europe 


recorded inflows of $12 bil- 
lion. twice as much as Lhe 
previous year and the high- 
est-ever. according to 
UNCTAD. The Czech 
Republic. Hungary and the 
Russian Federation accounted 
for most. 

In 1995. outflows from 
the United States and 
Germany more than doubled 
and in the case of Britain in- 
creased by a half of their 
1 994 value, according to 
UNCTAD. 

"Behind this increase lay 
rising cross-border mergers' 
and acquisitions that once 
again became large enough to 
determine the level, direction 
and composition of FDI 
flows," it- said. 

In addition to large-scale 
mergers and acquisitions in 
' the pharmaceuticals, chemi- 
cals and financial services in- 
dustries — which reflect con- 
solidations — small and 
medium-sized enterprises also 
entered the mergers market. 
UNCTAD said. 
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THE CELLAR 

are Proud to 
host & SPo riser 
Htorld.H/fde famous 

3AZ2 artists 
PerforwrinS at the 
Eh ro. Arab 

JAZZ 

9, 



J u 

Thur 6th 

Sat 8th 

Sun 9th 

Non 10th. Tim Iffh 
NMttfh 13th 

W 15th fen 18th 
Mon 17th Tw 18th 


FACULTY X (Fusion Jazz) 
Oscar’s Band (Classic Jazz) 
LhamMadfal (OrimtrfJazz) 

hCowAnflHNMtaariBMUtmCanltr 

Special Performance From 
U.1A by world-Famous 



and on that 
occasion are S?lad 
to Present 


CHARLES DAVIS 

Played with BlBs Holiday, Ray 
Charles* RBngton and 
Beorge Benson. 

Callao expect fck« ' JAZZcAEAVAn’^ 6 stdTS 

to Q ^Y\ at Um cwJL of eas U wuyLfc at tka 

FOR DETAILS PLEASE CALI 
THE CELLAR AT 666140 / 689671-2 


THE Daily Crossword by Norma Steinberg 


ACROSS 

1 Muffled 
6 Pitcher 

10 Swabs the deck' 

14 Hole — . 

15 Mount Tarawera 
outpouring' 

16 European ' 
capital 

17 At the lop oi 

• one's — (very 
loudly) 

18 Cynical 

20 A Carlet 

21 Martin or 
Charlie 

23 Incensed 

24 — culpa 

25 Be furious 

26 Boundaries 

32 Word 
processing 
command 

33 Pleasant 

34 Chew the fat 

38 Manipulate* 

39 Relative by 
marriage 

40 Nimbus 

41 Poet Tet.sd.ji-: 

42 Auxiliaiy veto 

43 Role for Dui-hn 
Hoffman 

44 Adam 
46 Societal 

divisions 

50 Battering device 

51 Knight's wear 

52 Long vehicles • 
55 Like two peas in 

a — 

58 Health food 
staple 

60 Mrs. Popeye 

62 Ricki, cf TV 

63 Sts. 

64 Do, re, or mi 

65 Inspected 

66 Wife of Zeus 

67 Extreme 

• . DOWN 
. 1 Uris novel " — 

38" 

2 E pluribus — 

3 Danza or 
BeniWu 

•4 Sc.ii • 


II ' 12 13 14 15 


|6 17 |8 19 


110 111 112 1 13 


1 26 127 128 


29 30 1 31 


134 1 35 1 36 |37 


46 47 US 49 


152 | S3 154 


1 55 1 56 [ 57 


"Unlike the previous 
mergers and acquisitions 
boom in the late 1980s when 
many mergers and acquisi- 
tions cases were financially 
motivated, the recent boom 
resulted rather from corporate 
strategies meant to enhance 


core competencies of firms," 
the statement said. 

The full report will pro- 
vide extensive data on the re- 
gional and country break- 
down of the investment flows 
and an analysis of underlying 
factors. 


Netanyahu promises 
Israel a free and 
stable economy 


5^6 Tnnune Media Services, inc. 
a.i rights reserved 


5 Sweet dish 

6 Or—! 

7 Gel up 

8 Uniform 

9 Grammy Awards 
category 

10 Watered silk 

1 1 Movie award 

12 Blue — special 

13 Did a cobbling 
job 

19 "Family — " 

22 Actor Holbrook 

24 Organization for 
geniuses 

25 Frel 

26 Musical work 

27 — Major 

28 Layer of seats 

29 — sanctum 

30 Standish or 
Davis 

31 stop loving 
you..." 

34 Charisma 
35' My — off lo you! 
7-5 In addition 
37 Roger Rabbit, 
for example 


H Iduu □□□□ uaua 
■BOB dhhd □□□□ 
Bee p □□□□ □□□□ 

m m aa uw m 
□□□□□□ 
HQciaca □□□□□ 

lHaQQDQOQDQDQ 
BK3DB □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□ 
■■■qqq QUO ■ 
paaQDQQQClQQQEiD 
t oman nana ddddQ 
lociou □□□□ □□□□□! 
loanu □□□□ □oamol 



39 Wading bird 

43 Motives 

44 Hanging plant 

45 Golf club 
employee 

46 Telegram 

47 Display 

48 Cigarette 

49 Pulled 


52 Not taped 

53 Cake decorator 

54 Tableland 

55 Pocket bread 

56 Concluded 

57 Office furniture 
59 Cheering word 
61 Piece of real 

estate 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime 
Minister-Elect Benjamin 
Netanyahu has promised to 
implement a free market 
economy in IsraeL guarantee- 
ing stability, lower inflation 
and continued growth. 

Few in Israel doubt die 
Likud leader is a firm believer 
in the benefits of capitalism. 
But economists and political 
commentators say continua- 
tion of the peace process and- 
a good finance minister are 
key to implementation of his 
credo. 

"There is no doubt 
Netanyahu firmly believes in 
a free economy and non-gov- 
ernment intervention," said 
Nehemia Strasler, economics 
editor of the daily Haaretz. 


"But closing the gap between 
credo and performance de- 
pends on the choice of a right 
finance minister who will 
stand up to political pres- 
sure." 

On May 29 Likud leader 
Netanyahu narrowly defeated 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, causing Tel Aviv 
shares to nose-dive nearly 
five per cent the day after the 
elections amid uncertainty 
over the future. 

Mr. Netanyahu calmed the 
market by underlining his 
support of the peace process 
and declaring his intent to 
create an atmosphere of sta- 
bility that leading to in- 
creased investment. 


FOR SALE 

Power Macintosh 6100/60 
16/ 260 / CD / 256K cache 
1 5" Apple T rinitron monitor 
Arabic-English keyboard, mouse 
Apple Powerbook 180 
8/120 /int. fax modem 
carry case 
Call 659929 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Mke Argfrion 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 7. 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carrot I Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Try a new approach today 
at gaining some goal you have been worlungon forsome 
tfaM and get the right results. This evening «n \ be flood for 
you to spend time with close friends and your loved ones 
out on the town. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your family will go along 
with your ideas in the morning today, however avoid 
tension later in the day. Be the soul of diplomacy in dealing 
with a disagreement between your mate and a close fnena 
as to avoid a huge confrontation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Contact outside fellow 
associates in the morning today and get their views, 
however, later this evening you may find it difficult to put 
your own across, especially when dealing with a bigwig who 
docs not desire to listen to anyone. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You understand 
how to make your career activities more profitable today, 
and then get them completed efficiently. Rely more on 
yourself when yon have important projects ahead of you. 
however, you can ask for some assistance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is the morning today to 
go after some long-time goal and you will finally reach it. 
Be silent about a personal desire tonight until a more 
appropriate moment and then you will be able to shout to 
the high heavens. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Study how to make 
home life more harmonious today, and later this evening 
handle problematical affairs well so that you could diffuse a 
potentially aggravating situation between your mate and a 
dose friend. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You can make big 
headway today toward gaining your finest ambitions, so 
labour until you get the right results and as a result of your 
efforts you will get the recognition of those in authority 
which you desire. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Get into civic 
activities which should be handled today, however, use 
care with them, especially later this evening. Through the 
efforts of fellow associates you can proceed on a new 
project until its completion very efficiently. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your 
intuition is helpful in the morning today, howeveer. later 
this evening use your best judgement. Use information 
provided to you by a knowledgeable person wisely so that 
you will get high praise from some bigwig. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be encourag- 
ing in the morning today with your mate concerning some 
important matters, however, later show devotion to him or 
her in some tangible manner which will be very much 
appreciated in the days ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A new contact 
can be of help to you in the morning today, however, later 
this evening use your own judgement and win out in the 
long run. A knowledgeable person will provide you with 
some vital career information you searched for. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Make your surround- 
ings more charming and operative in the morning today, 
and gain more harmony there with your loved ones. Later 
tonight you will be able to spend some fun time with a dose 
friend and truly enjoy yourself. 

Birthstone of June: Emerald — Citrine 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURS- 
DAY, JUNE 6, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You are eagerjfft 
to get everything work- 
ing properly under your 
own roof today so spend £ 
as much time as you can 
and get everything 
accomplished in an effi- 
cient manner and yon 
will be recognised by 
those in authority. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Daytime hours 
today bring good luck in 
financial and property 
affairs, however, later 
tonight steer clear of a 
con artist who is out to 
take all of your hard 
earned assets and leave 
you high and dry for the 
days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Plan how to 
handle financial affairs 
today so that you can 
have a reserve for times 
of emergency. Set up a 
good budget later this 
evening for the days 
ahead and stick to what 
you have decided to only . 
spend on. I . 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Plan 
how to improve condi- 
tions around you so that 
the days ahead will be 
rosier for you and your 
loved ones. Later this 
evening you can spend 
the time with your loved 
ones and make this very 
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POO TPALL-PLAyiNG 
GAfSPENER PIP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



“You made salad with fudge brownie 
croutons and chocolate milk dressing. 
Rough day?" 
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Business & Finance 


Arafat : I am dreaming of a Middle 
Eastern Singapore in Palestine 


n PMie.1 V -Sk 
manner ' l ^ 
l ’<-‘ fttw' 1 

SI'S: , , 

!>>') 
k t - . ,l 'niri 

.• ; 5i = .^mi • 

L,:ti asid 3 
;• 

■““• r cl. f 

f j,! * 

jficuj •' * 

■ ---sioai ,, 
i s “ :n “ l v 0l! ‘; 

-vi L . 

r“; :cl ! ^- 

* ; " r ihe t ‘ 

v M: <* ID 

oV V - K - Cd - 

v, f ‘ ; ;^'-D*|' 

- 1 ’:nr^ • 

■ 

... ■ , u 

fl,r > ' and - 
bi er . 

‘ V'u can «f. 

“ Vl Kfl vourij. 

7 ihi-, 

si 


LONDON CR) — Palestinian 
president Yasser Arafat urged 
British businessmen 
Tuesday to bring much- 
needed investment funds to 
the impoverished West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Declaring that 27 years 
of Israeli occupation had left 
the infrastructure of the 
Palestinian territory utterly 
destroyed, Mr. Arafat told an 
audience of British business 
leaders: "We are starting 


from below zero." 

He added: "Our own busi- 
ness people have already 
started a programme of in- 
vestment in Palestine. We 
would like to see you make 
contact with them." 

"We need your help and 
support in all fields, we need- 
to build the whole infrastruc- . 
Lure — roads, schools, hos- 
pitals, telecommunications 
and sewage and power 
plants," Mr. Arafat urged the- 


businessmen. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip might need to build as 
many as 470.000 new 
homes, Mr. Arafat said. 


The Palestinians bad al- 
ready been promised more 
than $2 billion by interna- 
tional donors and an invest- 
ment code had been promul- 
gated. 

“We believe in a free 
market economy, not con- 
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trolled and regulated by the 
state," Mr. Arafat said. "I am 
dreaming of a Middle Eastern 
Singapore in Palestine." 

Mr. Arafat's host, British 
Trade Minister Lord FraSei*, 
said that "unfortunately there 
is little evidence at present 
of U.K. involvement in ma- 
jor Palestinian projects". 

Mr. Arafat was speaking 
on the final day of a two-day 
trip to Britain that has in- 
cluded a meeting with Prime 


Asea Brown Bovery 
finds good business 
opportunities in Jordan 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — European-based 
energy giant in low, medium 
and high voltage technolo- 
gies Asea Brown Bovery 
(ABB) last week received a 
letter of intent from the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
IJEA) for a JDl million 
communication project that 
includes supply of ancillary 
equipment arid software. ABB 
communication manager 
Nabeela HerzaIJa told the 
Jordan Times. 

According to ABB. the 
package is going to serve in- 
dustrial purposes. 

The international com- 
pany world leader in electric- 
ity engineering, with over 
6.000 offices in 126 coun- 
tries and annual revenues for 
about $30 billion, estab- 
lished a regional office in 
Jordan, covering eight 
neighbouring countries, in 
1988. 

Currently, ABB manage- 
ment office for the Middle 
• East and North Africa in 
Amman has a controlling in- 
■ terest in three Jordanian com- 
panies: Near East Trading 
Company, ABB supplies 
agent world wide, a holding 
industrial company and ABB 


■Southern Development 
(ABBSD), a joint venture 
with the Arab Potash 
Company and the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
dealing with maintenance and 
services in industrial 
electrical equipment. 

"Though ABB office 
opened eight years ago. it 
5 tarred expanding only in 
1994, as a result of the peace 
process and newly achieved 
stability in Jordan,” Ms. 
HerzaJla said. 

In 1995. APB was 
awarded a lender &>r a SI 45 
million project for the 
construction of a thermal 
power station in- Aqaba, h 
also won an $1 1 million 
cogeneration project from the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company and a $6 million 
transformer project with 
reactors for the inter- 
connection with the Egyptian 
electricity network. 

ABB says it is growing in 
the engineering field to serve 
the transmission and distribu- 
tion as well the generation 
sectors. 

"We are also going for the 
assembly of electricity distri- 
bution equipment.” Ms. 
Herzalla said, adding that 
ABB has already received a S5 
million order. 


Competition hots up 
to develop Kuwait's 
first free zone 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Eight companies have been 
shortlisted to manage 
Kuwait's first free trade zone 
that will be established in 
Shuwaikh Port, ministry offi- 
cials have said . 

"The companies are now 
in the course of preparing the 
feasibility studies for the 
deadline on June 19,” an ad- 
viser at the commerce and in- 
dustry ministry said, who 
asked not to be named. 

The free zone will offer 
tax-free investment opportu- 
nities mainly to reexport and 
light industrial companies, 
and will have to compete with 
growing free zones in other 
Gulf states, such as the United 
Arab Emirates and Iran. 

The bidders, all Kuwaiti 
companies drawn from an 
original list of 26, must in- 
clude in their studies propos- 
als for marketing the zone to 
potential investors, details of 
any foreign firms involved as 
partners or advisers and a de- 
velopment plan. 

A committee at the com- 
merce and trade ministry will 
award the management con- 
tract by August, and the first 
companies in the free zone 
could be up and running 
within months, the adviser 
said. 


This is a new experiment 
to give responsibility to a 
private company," the ad- 
viser said, adding that the 
ministry would continue to 
coordinate the zone's devel- 
opment once the contract has 
been awarded. 

Other free zones in the 
Gulf, such as Dubai's Jebel 
Ali and Iran's newly estab- 
lished zone on Qeshm island, 
are government-run. 

The zone in Shuwaikh 
aims to attract local. Arab and 
foreign investors involved in 


reexport, repackaging and 
light manufacturing, which 
will enjoy tax-free status. 
They will only have to pay 
customs duties on goods 
brought into Kuwait from the 
free zone. 

The port, which is on the 
eastern edge of Kuwait City, 
has a number of warehouses 
that can be used for the first 
investors setting up in the 
free zone, although the whole 
port area has been assigned to 
the zone's future develop- 
ment. 


The zone has been on the 
drawing board since the 
1960s, but parliament finally 
gave the go ahead for the 
scheme in June 1 995. 
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A review of news Irom the Arabic press 


Bases to ran between Jordan and 
Israel from Sunday 


’frft Stalling Sunday, June 9, 1996 public transport buses 
win start running between Jordan and Israel. Transport 
Minister Naser Lawa has announced noting that this 
month is going to .witness the implementation of many 
articles of die Jordanian-Israeli transport agreement and 
will highly be active in the transportation of goods, 
passengers and tourists between rite two countries. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Lawzi, six bases will depart from Jordan each 
day and another six will come from Israel. The six trips 
from Jordan wfli be divided into three from Amman, two 
from Irbid and one from Aqaba. The fare from Amman to 
Tel Aviv will be $7 and from Amman to Nazareth S6. 
Other fares will be as follows: Amman-Haifa S6.5. Irbid- 
Nazareth $4.5, Irbid-Haifa $5 and Aqaba-Eilat $1.5. 

Tracks will be running between the two countries 
starting June 26, Mr. Lawzi said pointing out that, due to 
the laige number of tracks, an area has been assigned on 
both rides of the Sheikh Hussein Bridge to unload the 
cargo and reloading it to the trucks of the other country. 

The minister indicated that touristic boats will start 


operating trips between Aqaba and Eilat by the end of this 
month which will also be the time when Israel will start 


frying its aircraft to Jordan on a 5-flights per week schedule. 
Jordan's Royal Wings began flying to Israel last month. 
Private cars have been travelling between the two countries 
since April 28, 1996 (AI Dustour). 


Farmers Federation wants 
government to hire its employees 


■kit The Fanners Federation at the Jordan Valley is 
seeking the help of the government to absorb a number of 
its employees as the Federation was unable to meet their 
demands for technical and specialty allowances. The 
Federation Board of directors said thar due to extremely 
difficult financial straits that have brought the 1996 budget 
to its lowest levels, it was unable to create any spending 
outlets. As such, the board decided to ask the Cabinet to 
find employment to the Federation staff at various govern- 
ment institutions and to create a general federation for the 
Kingdom's farmers and to cancel the Farmers Federation 
of the Jordan Valley and consider it a branch of the 
proposed genera! grouping. The salaries of the Federa- 
tion's 80 employees of whom 12 are agriculture engineers 
account for 78 per cent of the total budget which is 
estimated to be in the red by JD 235,000 this year. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Finance will not transfer the 
JD 500,000 allocation to the Federation in 1996 as it will 
take 50 per cent of the amount to settle the Federation's 
debts to various government credit agencies (AI Ra'i). 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


in c o operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


ftji 


5. t: 1 996 


Cnrreocy 

Bid 

Oiler 

VS. Dollar 

■mm 

0.7103 

Sterling Found 

I-0V77 

i.i os: 

Deobcfae Mark 


HV999I 

Swot Franc 

' ® 

HHSfi 

French Franc 



Japanese Yen* 

0.64QS 

S.65ii(J 

Dmcfc Guilder 

0.4150 

^-4151 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira' 

0.04 50 

0.6461 

Belgian Franc 



•iww 



Othnr flni online 

*»•«■! 5. t. t4*6 

Cerrencj 

Bid 

Otter 

Bahraini Dinar 


1.S7SC 

Lebanese Ura £ 

IEK5JSI 

BBBHES 

SaacH Rival 

d.1»70 

0.IS4 5 

Kawaiti Dinar 

T . 5510 


Qatari Riyal 

o.ns: 

0.I94S | 

Egyptian Poand 


Q m ??0Q 

Omani Riyal 

LIAM 

t.Adia 

LAE Dirham 

wma 


Greek Drachma'* 

0.ZS55 

0.301 5 

Cypriot Ftod 

1.4785 

i .sirs 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the I^uidon foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Wednesday: 


One U.S. dollar 


One Sterling 

Gold (ounce) 


1.3682/92 

Canadian dollar 

1.5298/1% 

Deutschemarks 

1.7126/36 

Dutch guilders 

1.2560/70 

Swiss francs 

31.45/49 

Belgian francs 

5.1843/93 

French francs 

1546.0/7.5 

Italian lire 

108.72/82 

Japanese yen 

6.7270/70 

Swedish crowns 

6_5430/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9092/42 

Danish crowns 

1.4095/05 

Singapore dollars 

0.7933/38 

Australian dollars 

7.7368/78 

Hong Kong dollars 

$1.5474/84 


$387.30/387.80 



IAC0X 


£«c9J-k>4LixS 

tiihniM- 


FULLY FURNISHED 
OFFICES 

DAILY - WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 


FORYOUR 

— mmmmmmmm,.. 

Advertisement | 


FULL SUPPORT OF 
SECRETARY WORKS AND 
TBJrPHONE LWES. 


AJ Shmeisani 
TEL: 604600 
FAX : 682519 

MR. MASR1 

iimnmmi 






















































io Sports 


Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, June 6-7, 1996 



Karpov, Kamsky 
begin battle today 


MOSCOW (R) — Veteran Anatoly Karpov and rising star 
Gata Kamsky, two grandmasters with roots in the once 
dominant Soviet chess school, start their battle for one of 
the rival World Chess Championships on Thursday. 

Victory will be tainted by the fact that number one in tbe 
world ranking Garry Kasparov is not challe nging because 
of his split with the World Chess Federation (FIDE). 

The chess world has been in disarray ever since Kasparov- 
broke away from FIDE in 1993 to set up the Professional 
Chess Association (PCA), taking with him some top play- 
ers for a rival world championship. 

As a result, the Karpov-Kamsky match is starting one 
year later than scheduled and without the media frenzy that 
went with title matches once cloaked in the terms of the 
cold war. 

There will be little to match the drama of the 197$ battle 
between Karpov, backed by the propaganda and organisa- 
tional machine of the Soviet Union, and Viktor Korchnoi, 
who defected from the Soviet Union and was seen as an 
enemy of the state. - 

Kamsky, 22. who defected to the United States with his 
father and coach Rustam'in 1988, and Russia’s 45-year-old 
chess titan Karpov, who used to be the darling — and part 
of — the Soviet establishment, will play the best of 20 
games. 

They will do battle every second day and the winner 
needs to get 10.5 points, with one point for a victory and 
half for a draw. If they are level after 40 days and 20 
games, the match will continue until one of them wins 
another game. 

The initial venue, Montreal, was scrapped for lack of 
sponsors. Moscow also dropped out, largely because of a 
split in the Russian Chess Federation between supporters 
of Karpov and Kasparov. 

In a stunning move, Kirs an nyumzhinov, the recently- 
elected and controversial head of fide, turned to Iraq, 
whose strongarm ruler Saddam Hussein was prepared to 
put up the prize money.! 

But international criticism caused him to drop the plan 
and move the match to Elista, capital of the remote semi- 
autonomous Russian region of Kalmykia of which he is the 
president i 

Kalmykia lies between the Black Sea and the Caspian 
Sea, just north of the breakaway republic of Chechenya. 

The prize money — and some say it comes directly from 
the purse of milli onaire Ilyumzhinov — is $2 million. 

The organising committee and press office are being run 
from the office of public relations firm Satellite Conseil, 
thousands of kilometres (miles) away, on a barge on the 
river Seine in a Paris suburb. 

For many observers, the favourite is Karpov with his vast 
experience of w inning 137 tournaments and nine matches 
for the world crown — more them anyone in the history of 
the game. 

But others say the age difference and Kamsky’s com- 
plete devotion — he is said to have no friends apart from 
his father and no interests apart from chess — may give 
him an edge. 

Karpov is active in political life and is portrayed by his 
foes, as .a hardliner opposed to liberal' reforms!* i ' - - 
The. . match , is., a ,prelude to fiyumzhinov’s . desperate 
attempts to put FEDE’s troubles behind it and hire Kas- 
parov and his friends back into the fold. 

The world title awarded in Elista will be short-lived as 
fide plans a renewed world championship in December, 
possibly in Moscow and possibly with the participation of 
PCA players. 


Dutch squad packs 900 pairs of shorts 


ROTTERDAM (R) — The Dutch soccer squad, who 
travel to England Thursday for the European Champi- 
onship, will spend most of Wednesday packing. 

According to an article in Dutch daily Algemeen Dag- 
blad Wednesday, the squad will take a total of 900 pairs 
of shorts, 580 shirts, 550 pairs of socks, 140 athletic sup- 
ports. 100 pairs of bootlaces and 100 tracksuits. 

The three goalkeepers alone are taking 140 jerseys and 
80 pairs of shorts. 

The Netherlands, champions in 1988, kick off against 
Scotland in Birmingham Monday. 



• .. V.‘. ;3j|it l fe'vj|jy l ' n A. 


A Seoul department store displays on June 5 a soccer ball, which it claims is the world’s 
largest, after the world soccer body FIFA announced that South Korea and Japan would 
co-host the 2002 World Cup. Hie ball is made of leather and weighs 62 Idlogrammes and 
measures 9.7 meters around. (Reuters photo) 


Confident Sonics ready for NBA finals 


CHICAGO (AFP) — For- 
give the Seattle Supersonics 
if they remain uncon viced 
that Michael Jordan and the 
Chicago Bulls are unstop- 
pable in their quest for the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion tide. 

Even before they ousted 
Utah to win the Western 
Conference crown, Seattle 
heard critics say how neither 
club could challenge Chica- 
go. 

The Bulls have Jordan, the 
eight-time scoring champion 
and season Most Valuable 
Player. They have Dennis 
Rodman. the five-time 
rebound king. They have 
versatile Scottie Pippen and 
a solid supporting casL 

So what do the Sonics 
have? Confidence in them- 
selves. 

“If we come out and think 
Michael and those guys are 
God, we have got problems,” 
forward Shawn Kemp said. 


“If we play with them in a 
physical way, but not a dirty 
way. we have as good a 
chance as any team.” 

Seattle split two regular- 
season meetings with Chica- 
go, winning 97-93 at Seattle 
rn November before being 
routed 113-87 in Chicago 
last January. 

“We can beat them. They 
haven’t proved anything 
against us,” Seattle coach 
George Karl said. “I think 
Chicago will allow us to 
run." 

Gary Payton, the NBA 
defensive player of the year, 
sparks an aggressive defen- 
sive unit that could frustrate 
Jordan and Pippen and force 
the other Bulls to beat them. 

“If we get a couple of wins, 
we can break their spirit,” 
Payton said. 

Among those who will 
rotate die duty of guarding 
Jordan is Hersey Hawkins, 
who would like nothing 


more than spoiling Chicago's 
fairy-tale run following the 
winningest season NBA 
history at 72-10. 

"They have said it them- 
selves: if they don't win it, 
their whole season means 
nothing," Hawkins said. 
“They seem to be putting a 
little pressure on them- 
selves." 

Seattle guard Nate McMil- 
lan is doubtful with a nerve 
injury in his back, although 
Karl said he would be ready 
for games here Wednesday 
and Friday. McMillan and 
Askew would relieve 
Hawkins in guarding Jordan, 
with Payton likely to shadow 
Jordan in crucial situations. 

Another key matchup will 
be the potentially fiery show- 
down underneath the basket 
between Rodman and Kemp. 
Flamboyant Rodman is 
known for trying, to annoy 
opponents to get them off 
their game. 


Police ready for trouble as Europe , 
prepares for Euro 96 kickoff 
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LONDON (R) — England 
is determined Euro 96 will 
be a joyous feast of soccer 
for 1.5 million fans but 
police are on full alert in 
case gangs of hooligans try ' 
to wreck h. 

The tournament is the sec- 
ond most important in soc- 
cer and the English know 
they have to produce a near- 
perfect spectacle to stand 
any realistic hope of hitting 
the ultimate jadqpot — the 
right to host the World Cup 
in 2006. ' 

England was given Euro 
96 as a reward for the huge 
steps it took to rid the 
domestic games of its hooli- 
gan ills after the 1985 Hey- 
sel Stadium disaster and the 
authorities are determined 
there should be no unpleas- 
ant setbacks. 

Police have made a num- 
ber of high-profile arrests 
across tbe country over the 
last two weeks, focusing on 
thugs with a history of caus- 
ing mayhem. 

“We know from intelli- 
gence that all these people 
are hell-bent on going to 
Euro 96...We will not toler- 
ate this type of behaviour at 
soccer matches,” police 
inspector Dave Crompton 
said after the latest batch of 
anests in London Tuesday. 

Despite an embarrassing 
scandal over ticket alloca- 
tions and a storm of tabloid 
headlines predicting mass 
bloodshed on the terraces, 
police and organisers are 
confident the tournament 
will pass off without major 
outbreaks of violence. 

At peak times die forces 
of law and order will be able 
to call on up to 25,000 offi- 
cers during the 31-match 
tournament, which the Ger- 


favouiites to 


mans are 4-1 
win. . , 

The police are equipped 
with an unprecedented array 
of new technology, includ- 
ing a special E-mail system 
as well as photophone, 
which enables high-quality 
photographs of offenders to 
be sent from one stadium to 
another in 30 seconds. 

The fight against hooli- 
ganism at the eight tourna- 
ment venues will be run 
from a special control centre 
in London, which has a 
database of 6,000 British 
hooligans. 

One important weapon 
will be the army of spotters, 
police liaision officers 
attached to all English soc- 
cer clubs with special 
responsibility for monitor- 
ing hooligans. 

On match days they will 
trail groups of known thugs, 
letting them know from the 
start that they have been 
spotted. Spotters from the 
Netherlands and Germany, 
whose fans have a reputa- 
tion for violence, will also 
take part 

The massive operation, 
which police say will cost 
many milli ngs of pounds, is 
intended to ensure a total of 
6.9 billion television view- 
ers in 194 countries can 
enjoy the action on the pitch 
rather than be shocked by 
fan mayhem off it. 

The money from televi- 
sion rights and sponsorship 
alone will bring in around 
70 milli on pounds ($109 
milli on), further proof of the 
massive sums generated by 
the modern game. 

British co mmer cial televi- 
sion stations plan to charge 
a minimum of 50,000 
pounds ($77,570) for each 


30 -second advertisement 
during big games and do not 
expect any shortage of tak- 
ers. 

Official Euro 96 merchan- 
dise, ranging from the offi- 
cial mascot Goaliath to desk 
clocks and computer mats, 
is selling well and could 
raise up to 120 million 
pounds ($186.2 million). 

This will dwarf the 50 
million pounds ($77.57 mil- 
lion) generated by ticket 
sales, which in tbe past was 
traditionally the main way 
of raising money. 

In all. the tournament is 
expected to produce profits 
of between 50 and 60 mil- 
lion pounds ($77.57 and $ 
93.08 million) for European 
soccer body UEFA, which 
will share the money out 
between its 50 members. 

A further 50 million 
pounds ($77.57 million) • 
will be distributed among 
the 16 finalists, with the 
winner picking up around 
5.5 mill ion pounds ($ 8.53 
milli on). First-round losers 
will leave for home with 
heavy hearts but wallets 
filled to the tune of 1.8 mil- 
lion pounds ($2.79 million). 

The official bookmakers 
Ladbrokes predict punters 
will shell out 80 milKon 
pounds ($124.1 million) in 
bets during Euro 96, a 
British record amount for 
any sporting tournament. 

Another winner will be 
the pulp and forestry indus- 
try. 

The pieces of paper used 
to brief the 6,000 members 
of the media would stretch, 
for 256 miles (412 km) if 
lined up end to end. 


Mariners beat Indians in ninth; Phillies rout Cubs as Reds beat Giants 


CLEVELAND <R) — The Indi- 
ans bad won their last 113 games 
when leading after eight innings 
and Jose Mesa had come through 
on his last 28 straight save oppor- 
tunities. but both streaks came to a 
screeching halt Tuesday. 

Edgar Martinez and Jay Buhner 
drew bases-loaded walks and Joey 
Cora added a run-scoring single 
as the Seattle Mariners scored 
four runs in the top of the ninth 
for a 10-7 victory over the Indi- 
ans. 

In Boston, Chad Krueter's two- 
run single snapped a tie and 
capped a four-run sixth inning 
rally and Wilson Alvarez allowed 
three runs in 7 1/3 innings as the 
red-hot Chicago White Sox beat 
the Red Sox 6-4. 

In New York. Benlie Williams 
drove home Wade Boggs with a 
two-out RBI single that snapped a 


fifth-inning tie and lifted the Yan- 
kees a *5-4* win over the Toronto 
Blue Jays for their fourth straight 
victory. - ' 

In Baltimore, Chris Hoiles hit a 
three-run homer in a six-run first 
inning and Bobby Bonilla drove 
in three runs as the orioles held oa 
for a 10-7 win over the Detroit 
Tigers. 

In Oakland, Jason Giambi and 
Marie McGwire hit back-to-back 
homers in the sixth inning and 
Jose Herrera keyed a six-run fifth 
with a three-run shot to lead the 
Athletics to an 8-3 win over the 
Kansas City Royals. 

At Minnesota, Rich Becker had 
three hits and and drove in a pair 
of runs and Paul Molitor added a 
two-run homer to lift the Twins to 
a 5-3 victory over the California 
Angels for their first four-game 
winning streak of die season. 


In Milwaukee, Ricky Bones 
allowed ~ two 3uns * ever 7 1/3 
innings and Dave Nilsson keyed a 
five-run first inning with a two- 
run double as the Brewers beat the 
Texas Rangers 6-2. 

In the National League Pete 
Incavjglia hit a pair of three-run 
homers for tire second time in a 
week and Gregg Jefferies returned 
weeks earlier than expected from 
an injury and had four hits and 
two RBI to power the Phillies to 
a 12-3 rout of the Chicago Cubs 
Tuesday. 

At Florida, Gary Sheffield 
ho mere d and drove in four runs 
and John Burkett threw seven 
shutout innings as the Florida 
Marlins blanked the Montreal 
Expos 5-0. 

In Cincinnati, Barry Larkin 
homered and drove in three runs 
to lead the Reds to a 4-1 win over 


the San Francisco Giants. 

In Atlanta Todd Hundley drove 
in five runs to -pace a 16-hit New 
York assault as the Mets erupted 
for a 12-6 drubbing of the Braves. 

In Houston, John Cangelosi and 
Sean Berry hit three-run homers 
in a six-run fourth inning and 
Derek Bell drove In three runs as 
the Astros hammered the Col- 
orado Rockies 16-8. 

In Los Angeles, -Danny Darwin 
scattered five hits over eight-plus 
shutout innings and Jeff King, 
Charlie Hayes and Mike Kingery 
drove in runs in a three-run fourth 
inning as the Pittsburgh Pirates 
blanked the Dodgers 3-0. 

Darwin (3-6) did not walk a bat- 
ter and struck out two, leaving 
after Roger Cedeno led off the 
ninth with a single. 

“He pitched a great ballgame,” 
said Dodgers first baseman Eric 


Karros, who had two of his tennis 
five hits. Dodgers starter Hifleo 
Nomo (6-5) took the loss, allow- 
ing three runs and six hits with 
seven strikeouts in six innings. 

In San Diego, Gary GaettTs solo 
home ran in tbe seventh inning 
snapped a tie and the St Louis 
Cardinals pulled away for an 11-5 
victory over the Padres to extend 
their winning streak to six games. 

Gaetti hit his fifth homer off 
reliever Tim Worrell (4-1) to give 
the Cards a 5-4 edge and they 
added two runs on a bases-loaded 
single by pinch-hitter Mark 
Sweeney. , 

San Diego’s Steve Finley led oflfc 
the bottom of the seventh with his 
ninth home run to cut tbe deficit 
to 7-5, but the Cardinals answered 
with four runs in the eighth. 
Reliever Mark Petkovsek (4-0) 
got the win. 
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Before 

Sunrise 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Farouq Feeshawi & Aidah Riad 

7th SIN 


Arabic 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

Clint Eastwood & Mery! Streep in 


The Bridges of Madison County 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 


CONCORD “2 ! 


i 


‘Pelican Brief 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 


Five-Star Govern- 
ment 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY' 


Arab Human Rights: 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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Sports 

Stich ends French hopes, 
Rosset in semifinals 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, June 6-7, 1996 
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PARIS (AFP) — Michael 
Stich, The player who 
dethroned die king of clay- 
court tennis Thomas 
Muster in the previous 
round continued Ms glory 
run at this year's French 
Open when he crushed 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline 

6- 4, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 in 2hrs 
24mins to reach the semi- 
finals of die men's singles. 

The 15 th seeded German 
now plays Switzerland’s 
Olympic champion Marc 
Rosset for a place in next 
Sunday's final against 
either top-seed Pete Sam- 
pras or Russia’s Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov. 

Rosset, who had never 
got past the second round in 
six previous visits, earlier 
clawed his way back from 
the brink of defeat to beat 
unseeded Bemd Karbacher 
of Germany 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 

7- 5, 6-0 in a gruelling 
encounter spread over 
exactly three-an d-a-half 
hours. 

Stich, who thumped 
down 23 aces against 
Muster and wearing a white 
baseball cap to shield his 
eyes from the fierce sun- 
shine, slammed down 
another 16 unstoppable 
serves against the 26-year- 
old Frenchman. 

It was a remarkable per- 
formance by Stich and a 
deserved reward for all the 
hard work and agony he has 
been through since badly 
injuring his left ankle in 
Vienna last October while 
playing Australian Todd 
Woodbridge. 

Stich arrived in the 



French capital with few 
pretensions. He had played 
only four tournaments and 
ten matches since his Aus- 
trian mishap. 

Referring to his ankle, 
Stich said: “The doctors did 
areally great job when they 
operated on it Everything 
is perfect now.” 

In Wednesday’s match 
Pioline shone briefly in the 
second-set but made too 


many errors to unsettle the 
1991 Wimbeldon champion 
— the world's number-two 
player back in 1993. 

Despite Stich’s excellent 
serving, Pioline had a 
dozen break points but con- 
verted only two.. Pioline 
dropped serve five times. 

The last Frenchman to 
reach the semi-finals here 
was Henri Leconte in 1992. 


Holyfield- 
Tyson bout 
almost set 


ATLANTA (R) — A long- 
anticipated bout between 
Evander Holyfield and 
Mike Tyson for the heavy- 
weight tide is all but set, a 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. 

The Atlanta Journal-Con- 
stitution said an official 
announcement is not 
expected until after Tyson, 
the World Boxing Council 
champion, fights World 
Boxing Association title 
holder Bruce Seldon on 

July 13. 

But a basic agreement for 
a fight between the two 
heavyweights was dis- 
cussed at a weekend meet- 
ing in Toronto between 
Tyson promotor Don King, 
Holyfield And Holyfield’s 
attorney Jim Thomas, 
according to the newspa- 
per. 

4 Tt looks very promising 
right now. There are still 
some fine details to work 
out. Bui it’s basically com- 
ing to fruition,” the news- 
paper quoted Holyfield 
spokesman Charles Watson 
as saying. 

Holyfield, the former 
heavyweight champion, 
and Tyson were scheduled 
to go head to head in 
November 1991, but the 
fight was derailed by a 
Tyson rib injury. It was 
never rescheduled because 
of Tyson’s rape conviction 
in February 1992. 
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China warns cyclists 
• against doping at Atlanta 

BELTING (R) — China has warned its cyclists a gains t using per- 
formance-enhancing drugs and disgracing the country at the 
Atlanta Olympics after an unknown number of cyclists tested 
positive, a sports official said on Wednesday. 

“In the past, some cyclists (were caught) using stimulants,” a 
Chinese Cycling Association official said. She declined to give 
details. , • • 

The association has convened ah a^-dopingconf exehce in Tai- ' 
wan, capital of northern Shanxi province, where the U -day 
national animal cycling championships started on Wednesday. 

"We want to tell them not to test their luck.” said the official, 
who asked not to be identified, “the meeting was to wain diem not 
to disgrace China in the Olympics.” 

Eleven Chinese athletes tested positive ar the 1994 Asian 
Games in Hiroshima and were banned from competition. 

China is fighting an uphill battle against doping with 31 athletes 
testing positive in 1994 against 24 in 1993. 

Sports officials have unveiled tough anti-doping measures, call- 
ing for guilty athletes to be banned from competition and stripped 
of their tides. 

Athletes caught doping also free fines of up to five times their 
winnings and their coaches, doctors and managers could be jailed. 


Super Deluxe lul!\ I - mil i slic'd 
Apparimc'nts l-'nr Kent 


3 bedroonjs '+ kitchen + dining:* living 
s ■+’ satelite + telephone parking 


TO LET 

Roof Apartment In A Villa 
In Sweifieh Area 

3 bedrooms, salon and dining room, sitting room, 
independent entrance, separate parking area, 
separate central heating, telephone, fully 
furnished kitchen, 3 bathrooms, lai^e storage 
facility and room for maid. Rent negotiable. 

For further information please call 
- Tel.: 865550. _ 



ForLadjesOnly 
Cool In The Summer Time 

^ grand opening of the 
summergool on Friday 
the 7(h'of 

Swimming Instructor & Secretary needed 

At: AL-RIBATflftoESS CENTER 
Tel: 82114? Mobil: 079/37004 


Tla’a Al-Ali - gardens street - behined 
Sarawat Rest. 


3 


■feL: 701260 /109 Mobile 07925047 


DELUXE SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Ground floor with garden, garage & telephone. 3 bed rooms (one 

#■* i o kAi^ninr I hiinn riimnn 



mi so a tirsx nuur apartment Jssmi-vllla) ...... 

specifications-300 sq.m. kQWt'QIU Excellent In Shmeisani. 
Opposite DAROTEL 

Please contact owner at Tel: 605480 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5-8 p.m. 


Super Deluxe Flat For Rent 
Furnished Or Unfurnished 

In a quite area in Shmeisani, come see this luxurious 
3 bedrooms (one master with dressing room), spacious 
.saions, 3 bathrooms, maid's room, telephone, parking & 
■many extras. Must see to appreciate. 

If interested pis. call owner at 674286. 


FOR RENT 

Semi vilia with new furniture, 3 
bedrooms, 3 TB, salon, living room, 
closed veranda, garden with a sitting 
area. Location: Um Uthaina. 

TeL: 829002 




FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Large area, 205 square metres, 
located in Shmeisani, nice view, 
overlooking Wadi Saqra, consisting 
of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, family 
room, salon, dining room, ana 
modem kitchen, with central 
heating and telephone. 

Please call tels. 702165 or 874185 . 


The Hotel Intercontinental 
Jordan 

is pleased to announce 
Jjk the official opening of 
the newly renovated 
| Pool Club. 


for further details 
please call 641361 ext 2408/2330 
for more information. 



Uniquely InterContinental 


French Open 

Martinez takes on Graf, 
Sanchez meets Novotna today 


PARIS (AFP) - After Moni- 
ca Seles' defeat by Jana 
Novotna in the quarter- 
finals, little would appear to 
stand between all-conquer- 
ing Steffi Graf and her fifth 
French Open tide. 

But that’s not the way the 
world number-one sees it. 

From the start she has 
wanted that Spain’s Con- 
chita Martinez is the player 
she fears most and Thurs- 
day the two come face to 
face on the centre-court. 
The world’s joint number 
one is chasing her 19th 
Grand Slam tide and 99th 
in all. 

The 26-year-old Graf, 
playing her tenth consecu- 
tive semi-final at Roland 
Garros, has won the last 
three Grand Slam events 
she has entered but missed 
the Australian Open 
because of a foot injury. 

Her United States Open 
win last year made her the 
first woman ever to capture 
all four major titles at least 
four times and put her equal 
third with Chris Evert and 
Martina Navratilova on the 
women's all-time list of 
Grand Slam winners. 

Twelve months ago Graf 
won the French crown 
despite being unable to pre- 
pare properly because of 
her chronic back injury — 
beating Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario in a three-set final. 

Martinez could be forgiv- 
en for feeling she has a 
mountain to climb as she 
attempts to reach her first 
French Open final after 
being a semi-finalist in 
1994 and 1995. 

"This time it will be dif- 
ferent. This time I’m going 
all die way ” she said, deter- 
mined to put one over on 
graf for only the second 
time in 14 meetings. 

To dam, the Spaniard has 
only one Grand Slam title 
— wimbledon in 1994 : — 
to show for her nine years 
on tire circuit, and that one 



Spain's Conchita Martinez 


triumph remains her only 
final appearance. 

But Martinez, who has 
spent most of her career in 
the shadow of compatriot 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario, 
can upset opponents oa red 
day with her powerful top- 
spin baseline game. And 
although her preparations 
for her 1996 Paris cam- 
paign suffered a setback 
when she went out in 
straight-sets to outsider 
Ludmila Richterova of Slo- 
vakia in the first round of 
the Spanish Open in 
Madrid, she has barely 
needed to break sweat to 
reach the semis here. 

Like Graf, she has yet to 
lose a set Martinez will 
also be encouraged by the 
fact that she gave Graf a 
hard time in the final at 
Indian Wells in March 
going down only after two 
hard-fought tie-breaks. 

But be that as it may, if 
Graf can put to the back of 
her mind the turmoil sur- 
rounding her father and for- 
mer financial advisor Peter 


(in prison on tax evasion 
charges since last summer), 
she should come through. 

Fourth-seeded Sanchez- 
Vicario, 24. who is bidding 
for a hat-trick of singles 
titles, will face Novotna in 
what could be an intriguing 
contrast of styles. 

'The Spaniard won here 
two years ago and back in 
1989 when she became the 
youngest-ever winner at 17 
years and six months — a 
record later beaten when 
Monica Seles took the 
crown in 1990 aged 16 
years and 6 months. 

Sanchez-Vicario, the 
1994 U.S. Open winner, 
was booed off court when 
she reached her seventh 
French Open semi-final 
after a three-hour marathon 
against Karina Habsudova 
of Slovakia Tuesday when 
she started ‘moon-balling.’ 

"I don’t care what the 
public do. If they don't 
want to watch me play — 
then bad luck. I’m just 
doing my job.” she said. 

Certainly the battling 


Spaniard has not been hav- 
ing the best of seasons. She 
lost to rising American star 
Chanda Rubin in the quar- 
ter-finals at the Australian 
Open and then went out in 
the first round at Key Bis- 
cayne. 

Although Sanchez-Vic- 
ario can never be underesti- 
mated on red clay — espe- 
cially in a Grand Slam 
event — she will need to 
find her best form to oust 
Jana Novotna who has won 
eight of their 13 encounters. 

Novotna, seeded 10, has 
continually suffered from 
her reputation as someone 
who lacks the mental 
strength at crucial moments 
in her matches. Twelve 
months ago she lost to 
Chanda Rubin in the third 
round despite leading 5-0. 
40-0 in the final set. 

But (he 27-year-old Czech, 
who is coached by compatriot 
and 1981 French champion 
Hana Mandlikovo. put all that 
behind her on Tuesday when 
she kept her nerve to see off 
Seles 7-6 (9/7), 6-3. 
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PAPER-FOLDING DEMONSTRATION (ORIGAMI) 

Sunday June 9, 16:00 to 18:00 

Royal Cultural Centre 

JAPANESE HjSTORjCAL COSTUME EXHIBITION 

Sunday June 9 - Tuesday June 11 
1&00 to 20:00 every day 
Royal Cultural Centre 

JAPANESE DOLLS, LITHOGRAPH, CALLIGRAPHY 
& FLOWER ARRANGEMENT (IKEBANA) 
EXHIBITION 

Sunday June 9- Friday June 14 
16:W to 20:00 every day 
Royal Cultural Centre 

(41 events will be free of change exeqx for ihe Kimono Fashion Show ) 


JAPANESE TV PROGRAMMES BROADCASTING 

Saturday June 8 -Saturday June 15 

Jordan Television (JTV) 

JUDO DEMONSTRATION 

Sunday June 9, 9:30 to 10:30 

M-Hussein Sports City, Prince Rasbed Centre 


KIMONO FASHION SHOW 

TICKETS AVftEABlE AT THE HOTa.t<TERCONTg»>B^mX)gD AN 

■Sunday June 9 
15:00 to 16:00 (show) 

20:00 to 22:00 (show with dinner) 

Hotel Intercontinental Jordan 

PUPPET & MAGIC SHOW FOR CHILDREN 

• Wednesday Jane 12, 16:00 to 1 7:30 

Royal Cultural Centre, Studio Theatre 

JAPANESE MOVIE SHOW 

AH AIMS SiHnnUiD IN AKAMC 

Thursday June 13 - Monday June 17 

Royal Cultural Centre, Main Theatre 

NINAGAWA DRAMATIC COMPANY 
PRESENTS "MEDEA" 

Friday Jane 21 and Saturday June 22, 19:30 

Jerasb South Theatre 

JAPANESE TRADITIONAL MUSICAL 
PERFORMANCE 

Friday June 28 and Saturday June 29 
19:30 to 21:00 

University of Jordan, B-Hassan Bm Talal 
Auditorium 
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War crimes panel insists on 
arrests of Bosnian suspects 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — The 
U.N. tribunal probing war 
crimes in ex- Yugoslavia on 
Wednesday urged the inter- 
national community to “keep 
its back straight" and press 
ahead with attempts to oust 
Serb leaders accused of war 


crimes. 

In a statement, the interna- 
tional criminal tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia said 
that its president Antonio 
Cassese was increasingly con- 
cerned over the failure of 
repeated attempts to remove 
the indicates from power and 
hand them over to the tribun- 
al. 

Although the statement 
did not identify the leaders by 
name, it referred to Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic and his army chief Ratko 
Mladic, who have defied in- 
ternational efforts to have 
them removed from power 
and handed over to the tri- 
bunal. 

Their continued presence 
on the political scene is thre- 
atening to scupper Bosnia- 
wide elections to be held by 
mid-September. 

Press reports have said 
Western officials agreed to an 
arrangement whereby Mr. 
Karadzic and general Mladic 
would renounce formal 
duties and stay out of public 
view in exchange for not 
being arrested. But the Un- 
ited States and other key 
players in the peace process 
have denied this. 

NATO, concerned about a 


possible backlash from the 
Serbs if Mr. Karadic is 
arrested, says its peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia will not 
hunt him or Gen. Mladic 
down actively, but rather de- 
tain them only if NATO 
forces come across the sus- 
pects in the course of routine 
duties. 

However, tribunal spokes- 
man Christian Chartier said 
that Mr. Cassese would 
attend a Bosnia review con- 
ference to be held in Florence 
next week and “will urge the 
international community to 
keep its back straight" and 
assist the tribunal in f ulfillin g 
its mandate. 

“Establishing it (the tri- 
bunal) and, at the same time, 
preventing it from f ulfilling 
its mandate amounts to the 
issuance of a license to kill for 
future tyrants,” the state- 
ment from Mr. Chartier said. 

It said strong international 
action was needed to honour 
the memory of the war vic- 
tims. 

Tt is a* moral imperative 
not to have them buried 
twice,” it said. 

Mr. Chartier added that in 
Florence, Mr. Cassese would 
urge the international com- 
munity to safeguard the in- 
tegrity of the Dayton peace 
accord negotiated six months 
ago and “not to disconnect 
peace and justice (or) bargain 
on any of foe terms." 

NATO has stepped up pat- 
rol in the Bosnian Serb stron- 
ghold of Pale, the deputy 


head of peacekeeping troops 
in Bosnia said, increasing the 
chances of arresting war 
crimes suspects. 

General Jean Heinrich fold 
journalists: “We will increase 
our presence in Pale and in 
the area surrounding Pale,” 
bastion of Mr. Karadzic. 

However, he ruled out die 
creation of new control posts 
around Pale, saying it would 
undermine freedom of move- 
ment enshrined in the Day- 
ton peace accords which en- 
ded BosmVs almost four- 


year war. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said at 
the weekend that- NATO 
forces would conduct more 
dynamic, high-profile patrols 
to increase the chances of 
nabbing war crimes suspects. 

Mr. Heinrich stressed, 
however, that “our mandate” 
concerning the arrest of sus- 
pects “has not changed.” 
Asked why the NATO-led 
peace implementation Force 
(IFOR) had taken die move, 
he said cryptically: “Perhaps 
to prepare the future.” 

IFOR has steadfastly re- 
fused to hunt down war 
crimes suspects, empowering 
its forces only to cany out 
arrests if they meet diem in 
the course of their normal 
duties. 

He accepted that seeing 
Mr. Karadzic in his car would 
qualify as establishing con- 
tact, and make the Serb lead- 
er liable to arrest. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey to examine sovereignty of Aegean islet 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey said Wednesday in plans to 
look into the status of an islet in the Aegean Sea over which 
Greece claims sovereignty in what could become a new 
territorial dispute between the two neighbours. “We 
neither accept nor contest Greek sovereignty” over Gav- 
dos, an islet south of Crete, said foreign affairs spokesman 
Omer Akbel. “At this stage we want to examine” the status 
of the isle,” he said, adding that it was a technical rather 
than political issue. However, on Tuesday, Athens accused 
Ankara of being “an international troublemaker” over the 
issue of Gavdos's sovereignty. Mr. Akbel said the dispute 
was sparked when Greece demanded the inclusion of the 
islet in allied exercises due to be held in the region in 
September. Tensions between Greece and Turkey 
mounted last month over the sovereignty of avgroup of 
uninhabited rocky islets in the Aegean Sea known as 
Kardak by Turkey and Imia by Greece, prompting the 
cancellation of a meeting between the two foreign minis- 
ters. 


Iranian seamen Jump ship in Australia 


PERTH (AFP) — Two Iranian seamen have jumped ship 
in the port of Albany in the south of western Australia, in a 
bid to be allowed to remain in the country, an immigration 
official said Wednesday. The men were being detained in 
Albany before being taken to Perth to have their cases 
assessed. Australian immigration department official Peter 
Watt told AFP. “The pair reported to the police station in 
Albany,” Mr. Watt said. “One went there Tuesday night 
and the other Wednesday morning... They just walked into 
the police station seeking help, and saying they wanted to 
remain in this country,” he said. Mr. Watt declined to 
name the men or give any further clues about their identity, 
except to confirm they were from the Iranian-owned and 
operated bulk carrier, Iran Modares, which had sailed from 
Dubai. The vessel is in Albany waiting to load western 
Australian grain, he said. Police said the men appeared to 
be aged about 30. The Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion reported one of the men was believed to be a 
stowaway, but Australian officials declined to comment. 


Iranian opposition leader meets Arafat 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A leader of Iran's main exiled 
group voiced support for the Arab-Israeli peace process 
during talks in London with Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, the opposition said Wednesday. Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq Secretary General Mariam Rajavi met Mr. Arafat 
on Tuesday to express “support for the peace process and 
the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East,” the National Resistance Council said. Iraq is home 
to the Mujahedeen, Iran's main armed opposition which is 
headed by Mrs. Rajavi's husband Massud. The National 
Resistance Council, which includes the Mujahedeen and 
allies, elected Mariam Rajavi provisional presient of Iran. 
Mr. Arafat has accused Tehran of financing Palestinian 
militant groups which cany out anti-Israeli attacks aimed at 
.destroying the peace process. 


Sudanese refugees fight, nine dead 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Nine people were killed and 137 
others wounded during fighting between two groups of 
Sudanese refugees in a camp in northwestern Kenya, a 
spokesman for the U.N. refugee agency said Wednesday. 
The clashes, which occurred on Monday and Tuesday in 
the Kakuma camp, are said ro have pitted refugees from 
.the Dinka Tribe, who are loyal to southern Sudan rebel 
leader John Garang, against those who support his rival 
Riek Machar. Mr. Machar’s loyalists are mainly from the 
Nuer tribe. Kenyan riot police used tear-gas to quell the 
fighting which erupted on Monday. The refugees were 
armed with spears and clubs. Refugee sources here said the 
fighting could have been triggered by differences arising 
from a recent decision by Mr. Macharis faction, the South 
Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) to sign a peace 
accord with Khartoum's militaiy regime. 


Aideed ‘government* enlarged to 93 ministers 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farab Aideed has enlarged his “government” to six vice 
presidents and 93 ministers. General Aideed, who controls 
part of south Mogadishu, territory to the south of the 
divided capital, and the town of Baidoa, to the northwest, 
set up his “government of Somalia” in June in last year. He 
announced two new vice presidents Tuesday: "Hilowle 
Imam Omar, a close relative of north Mogadishu strong- 
man Ali Mahdi Mohammad, Gen. Aideed’s bitter rival; 
and Abdirishid Nuh Moalfim, a member of the Mareeban. 
•dan of late dictatoL Mohammad Siad Bane, who was 
ousted in 1991- The 10 new “ministers” come from the 
United Somali Congress of north Mogadishu and the 
Somali National Front. 


Ankara 
surprised 
by Egyptian 
criticism of 
Israel deal 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish government ex- 
pressed surprise Wednes- 
day at Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s blunt 
warning that Cairo would 
respond if Syria was 
threatened by a recent 
militaiy accord between 
Israel and Turkey. — 


“We do not understand 
the reasons for such state- 
ments by the Egyptian au- 
thorities,” Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Omer 
Akbel fold reporters. 


Egypt’s ambassador to 
Ankara was summoned to 
the Foreign Ministry on 
Wednesday to explain his 
president’s comments, the 
spokesman said. 

“We gave detailed ex- 
planations to Mr. Axnr 
Musa (Egypt’s foreign 
minister) when he was in 
Ankara” for an official 
visit in early May, Mr. 
Akbel sakL 


“He then said he was 
satisfied with these ex- 
planations and thanked 
the Turkish authorities,” 
he added. 


'Turkey wants peace, 
stability and cooperation. 
It is opposed to the forma- 
tion of any blocs in the 
region,'’ Mr. Akbel said. 


Mr. Mubarak’s com- 
ments came during a joint 
press confernce with Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 
Assad in Cairo on Mon- 
day. “We are waiting for 
more information (on this 
accord) to be able to ev- 
aluate it bat we will 
oppose and will react 
against any accord which 
could constitute an axis 
aimed ax whatever Arab 
country, including Syria,” 
Mir. Mubarak said. 


He said Turkish offi- 
cials bad not given Mr. 
Musa sufficient informa- 
tion on the objectives of 
the accord when he visited 
in May. 


The agreement, which 
provides for training of 
Israeli air force pilots at 
Turkish bases, was sharp- 
ly criticised by Arab coun- 
tries, especially Syria and 
Iraq, as well as Iran — 
another neighbour of Tur- 
key. 


The Israeli army’s assis- 
tant dnef-of-staff, Gener- 
al Matan Vfinai, arrived 
for an official visit to Ank- 
ara on Monday. The 
secretary general of the. 


Turkish cbief-of-staff, 
General Erol Ozkasnak, 
■said Tuesday the accord 
envisaged “no hostile atti- 
tude against third coun- 
tries." 



MIDDLE EAST SUMMIT: His Majesty King 

Ptokstinian Leader Yasser Arafot posefor a picture Wednesday. The three leaders wffl discuss me muss oevraup- 
meats in the Middle East peace process (Renter photo) 


Supreme court dismisses 
challenge to Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The supreme court on 
Wednesday validated Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu’s election 
victory and decided there 
were no grounds to repeat 
die May 29 election for prime 

minist er. 

The five-judge panel re- 
jected motions to indude 
blank ballots in the final 
count. Had the petition been 
approved, it would have 
meant Mr. Netanyahu (fid 
not win the required the 
rrnnrm am 50 per cent of die 
vote. 

The decision came just 
hours before the central elec- 
tion commission was to 
announce the final, official 
results. 

According to unofficial re- 
sults released last Friday, Mr. 
Netanyahu won only by 
29,457 votes. 

More than 148,000 votes 
were dedared invalid, among 
them thousands of blank bal- 
lots cast by those who 
apparently s upp o r ted neither 
Mr. Netanyahu nor Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres; 

‘Tens of thonsands of 
blank ballots were cast by 
people who (fid not support 
either candidate and wished 
to register a protest,” said 
one of the petitioners, 
Shrnnel SaacEa. ‘To ignore 
their vote is not only illegal, 
but also undemocratic.” 

It was not dear whether 
die petitioners, three groups 
of lawyers, were affiliated 
with any political group. 

A senior official in Mr. 
Peres’ Labour Party told the. 
Associated Press he was 
approached by some of the 
lawyers on election night, 
when it became dear that 
Mr. Peres had lost. The 
Labour official said he re- 
jected the petitioners’ prop- 


osal to challenge the results. 

The petiti on e r s argued that 
before the election, the cen- 
tral election commission 
adopted a regulation saying 
blank slips are invalid. 
However, the commission’s 
protocol did not say whether 
the regulation was adopted 
by a two-thirds majority, as 
required by law. Therefore 
the petitioners claimed it was 
illegal, and the blank slips 
should be included in the 
total number of valid votes. 

The supreme court on 
Wednesday rejected the 
argument, saying that the 
elections law dearly stated 
that a blank ballot was a 
spoiled ballot. 

Had those ballots been 
counted as having been legal- 
ly cast, with those cast for 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Peres, neither candidate 
would have won more than 
half of the total votes and a 
second round of voting would 
have been necessary. 

Mr. Netanyahu beat Mr. 
Peres fry a slim 29,457 votes 
in the election last Wednes- 
day, winning 50.4 per cent of 
the 2^72^89 ballots deemed, 
valid. 

Commenting on the court 
case Petitioner Shay Markus 
told Reuters: “The mime 
minister was not elected by a 
majority of the legal votes in 
tiie election. There is no sec- 
tion in the elections law 
which states that a blank bal- 
lot is not kosher.” 

Attorney-General Michael 
Ben-Yair and Mr. Netanyahu 
rejected the argument. 

Mr. Ben-Yair filed a mo- 
tion asking the court to throw 
out the petitions, saying the 
elections committee had 
made dear in advertisements 
before the poll that blank 
ballots would not be counted. 


Oil deal to ease suffering 
but is not enough - Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
oil-four-food deal with the 
United Nations will ease suf- 
fering in the health sector but 
will fall short of meeting all 
needs, a senior Iraqi health 
official said on Wednesday. 

Sbawki Sabri Marcus, 
Iraq’s health undersecretary, 
tola Reuters that billions of 
dollars would be needed to 
revamp his country’s health 
inf ra s t ru cture, devastated by 
nearly six years of U.N. trade 
sanctions. 

“For sure it (the deal) will 
alleviate su f feri ng but still a 
huge figure is needed to meet 
actual needs and demands for 
medical care and supplies,” 
Mr. Marcus said. 


evenly between food and 
medicine because food you 
should provide for every- 
body,” Mr. Marcus said. 

Tn our field we will import 
vital drugs, life saving drags, 
and after that if we stifi have 
some money in our pocket 
.then we will ask for equip- 
ment,” Mr. Marcus said.. 


Mr. Marcus, an 
epidemiologists, said prior to 
sanctions Iraq’s imports of 
drugs and medical equipment 
amounted to $500 million 
annually. Tf you are to re- 
build a gain the whole infras- 
tructure yon will need $3 
billion,” he said. 

“There- is-a shop shortage 
of medical rarcjfor, the inno- 
cent Iraqi citizens — chil- 
dren, mothers and the elder- 
ly,” he said. 


Under its agreement last 
month with the United Na- 
tions, Iraq is allowed to ex- 
port limited amounts of oil 
worth S2 billion over six 
months. The money can be 
used for urgent food and 
medical supplies as well as to 
meet other humanitarian 
needs. 

Mr. Marcus did not say 
how much money Iraq would 
allocate for medicine. He. 
said food imports would take 
the lion’s share of the money 
from selling the off. 

“The main bulk of the 
money will go for food. You 
cannot divide the amount 


He said some money 
should also be earmarked for 
water purification, sewage 
and electricity. 

Of the $2 btfiion, Iraq will 
have at its disposal less than 
$1.2 billion because it must 
earmark 30 per cent for the 
1991 Gulf war victims and 
pay for U.N. costs in the 
country. 

Mr. Marcus, who was 
member of Iraq’s delegation 
to the New York ofl-fbr-food 
talks, said his ministry was 
awaiting a team of interna- 
tional health experts to 
appraise its plan on dispens- 
ing newly-bought medicines. 

-‘‘We. hope die team will 
arrive in the coining days; 
The’ phrff 2T rdaefy fi fifti iUtt 
side,” he said. 

He blamed U.N. trade 
sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait for causing at least 
500,000 deaths, most of them 
children under the age of 
five. 


Mr. Marcos laid the U.N. 
and non-governmental orga- 
nisations “helped here and 
there but if -you compare 
their help to the whole de- 
mand it is only a drop in the 
ocean. Bat still I say thanks 
for their efforts.” 

Mb. Marcos said hundreds 
of foreign pharmaceutical 
firms had approached his 
ministry about entering the 
Iraqi market 


Hizbollah cannot liberate S. Lebanon - Sfeir 


BEIRUT (R) — Hizbol- 
lah' guerrillas are incap- 
able of driving Israeli 
occupation troops from 
South Lebanon but could 
be a bargaining card in 
peace talks, Lebanon's 
Christian religious leader 
said. 

Maronite Patriarch 
Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir 
said in an interview in 
Wednesday's A1 Safir 
newspaper that continued 
Hizbollah attacks would 
eventually undermine the 
state's authority. 

“The resistance is use- 
ful. Of course it will re- 
main useful but it alone is 
incapable of doing it 


(liberating the occupied 
zone). For how long has it 
been working now... since 
1982? Hit me and l hit you 
back, but what next?" 
Mr: Sfeir said. 

“Presumably it is a fun- 
damental and supportive 
element and a pressuring 
force which could be a 
weapon in the hands of 
the state that opens the 
door to negotiations and 
pave the way for a peace- 
ful settlement.” 

Peace talks between 
Lebanon and Israel have 
been stalled for four years 
over the question of an 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
from a 15-kilometre wide 


zone it occupies in South 
-Lebanon. 

About 200 Lebanese 
civilians were killed in a 
17-day bombardment last 
month of Lebanon by 
Israeli forces who said 
they were trying to crush 
the pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah. Guerrilla rocket 
attacks wounded about 50 
Israelis before a ceasefire 
was arranged. 

Mr. Sfeir criticised 
Arab countries for not 
taking part in the fight 
against IsraeL Syria, a 
mam foreign power brok- 
er in Lebanon, has 35,000 
troops stationed m the 
country, but they have 


stayed away from any 
direct confrontation with 
Israel. 


“Why does Lebanon’s 
frontline have to be on 
fire, while others are 
quiet?’ he asked. 


“Mr. Sfeir said the Hiz- 
bollah fighting in South 
Lebanon was Islamic* and 
influenced by foreign 
powers, and therefore was 
not a national force repre- 
senting all Lebanese. 


“It’s true the fighters 
are Lebanese, but there is 
a non-Lebanese influ- 
ence... the resistance has 
to be a national one not 
only Islamic,” he said. 


Ciller party decides to back vote against Yilmaz 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
One of the parties in the 
ruling coalition decided 
.Wednesday to support a no- 
confidence voce, virtually 
dooming Prime Minister 
Mesut Tamaz’s government. 

If the government fells af- 
ter Saturday's vote, it could 
open the way for a pro- 
Islamic party to come to pow- 
er. 

Deputies of the centre- 
light True Path Party decided 
to vote against their own 
government after attacks by 
Yflmaz supporters on then- 
leader, former Prune Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller. 

Mr. YDmaz, whose person- 
al rivalry with Ms. CSller has 
brought their coalition to die 
brink of collapse, has signal- 
led a softening towards his 
rival, sending messages of 
peace during a visit to Brus- 
sels this week. 


The Islamic Welfare Party 
has sought to capitalise on 
die rivalry. Welfare, which 
advocates Islamic rule in this 
secular Muslim nation, led 
parliamentary elections last 
December but was blocked 
from power by Mr. Yilmaz 
and Ms. Ciller. 

Welfare increased its share 
of the vote in local elections 
last Sunday in some 40 cities 
and towns, while the centre- 
right parties of the coalition 
both lost ground. 

The Islamists are hoping 
that True Path, rocked by 
interna] strife and attacks 
from coalition partner 
Motherland, will agree to * 
form a eoafitiou with them 
after breaking the current 
one. 

Ms. Ciller’s aides have in- 
sisted they still oppose such 
an alliance. Instead, True 
Path wants to renegotiate a 


new coalition deal with 
Motherland, they have said. 

Turkey’s parliament on 
Wednesday also voted to 
probe the source of Ms. Cil- 
ler’s substantia] personal 
assets, the third of graft in- 
vestigation against her. 

“The inquiry motion has 
been accepted,” Deputy 
Speaker Kamer Gene told 
parliament after the vote on 
fiie Welfare-backed motion. 


meeting of the patty’s MPs. 

Female party members 
have been among the 
staunchest defenders of Ms. 
Cffler, Turkey’s first woman 
leader, against the rorraption 
charges. 


A group of mostly women 
supporters of Ms. Ciller scuf- 
fled with police inside parlia- 
ment on Wednesday after 
being barred from hearing 
the former premier address 
her True Path Party, witnes- 
ses said. 

The women, some chant- 
fog Ms. Oiler’s name, ex- 
changed punches and slaps 
with police as they were, 
ejected from a closed-door 


Hie protestors were later 
allowed to listen to a short 
speech by Ms. Ciller before 
voluntarily leaving the cham- 
ber. “Our unity wifi last fore- 
ver. I thank (the women) for 
tbor spirit,” Ms. Ciller said. 


The meeting, to discuss the 
stance the party will take on 
the censure motion this 
weetend against Mr. Yilmaz 
continued* behind closed 
doors. 

lLS--educated economics 
professor Ms. Oiler handed over 
the premiership to Mr. YU- 
maz m March under a coali- 
^deal with his Motherland 


Man dials wrong 
numbers for 
phone sex 

BEU1NG . (AFP) — An el- 
derly Chinese security 
guard has been sentenced 
to life imprisonment for 
making 180 calls to a sex 
phone-line abroad, the 
Guangming Daily reported 
Wednesday. Qi Mingqin, 
61, a temporary security 
guard for the Wuji Traffic 
Police in Hebei province, 
spent 510,000 yuan 
($61,000) calling the sex 
line 180 times between 
April 8 and May 10 last 
year. He discovered the 
service, located in an uni- 
dentified foreign country, 
from an overseas radio 
broadcast, the newspaper 
said. Sex chat lines are ille- 
gal in China. The Chinese 
judicial system also metes 
out tougher punishment 
when the crime exceeds a . 
certain financial threshold. 
China has launched a tough 
crackdown on crime, code- 
named “strike hard.” 




Woman charged 
with punching 
airline crew 

BOSTON (R) — A Danish 
woman who allegedly 
struck three American Air- 
lines crew members during 
a trans-Atlantic flight was 
ordered by a federal judge 
Tuesday to undergo a psy- 
chiatric exam. The pilot of 
American Airlines Flight 
111, en route from Frank- 
furt, Germany to Miami 
Monday, diverted the plane 
to Boston where police 
arrested Wiwica Theila 
Larsen for interfering with ’ 
a flight crew. Special agent 
Ronald Yearwood of the 
Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation said in a court affi- 
davit that after drinking 
from a duty-free bottle of 
Jade Daniels whiskey, Ms. 
Larsen began walking up 
and down the aide, sin- 
ging, screaming and yel- 
ling. When she was caught 
smoking a cigarette in the 
aircraft’s lavatory and al- 
legedly hit three crew 
members, the pilot hand- 
cuffed her and seated her 
alone in the last row of the 
plane, Mr. Yearwood said. 
Tve been camping out all 
over Europe,” Ms. Larsen, 
dressed in a black sweat- 
suit, told a U.S. magistrate 
in Boston Tuesday. “I - 
smoke 16 cigarettes a day -V 
and haven’t had one since 
yesterday. I want a ciga- 
rette.” Magistrate Robert 
Collings said Ms. Larsen 
may be suffering from a 
mental illness and ordered 
her to undergo a psychi- 
atric examination. Another 
hearing was set for Thurs- 
day. Ms. Larsen’s exact age 
was not given but she was 
bom in 1949. 
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Child pornography 
curbs delayed 


Sud 

kin 

b8. 
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STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Proposed measures to. curb 
child pornography in Swe- 
den will be delayed beyond 
a major world conference 
on the sexual exploitation,, 
of children because MPs£? i 
are divided on how to com- II S 
bat the problem. A parlia- 
mentary commission stu- 
dying possible changes to 
the constitution to make 
child pornography illegal 
said Tuesday it had put off 
publication of its report 
until the end of the yeat 
The report was to have 
been submitted to parife* 
mem on June 30, ahead of 
the Aug. 27-31 conference 
in Stockholm organised by 
the Swedish government, 
the United Nations Child' 
tens’ Fund (UNICEFX.and 
the End Child Prostitution 
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in Asian Tourism (ECPA77 ; J*K 
Association. “It is impor-’ 




tant to know that we are 
going to criminalise trade 
in child pornography, even 
if it will perhaps not befitf’ 
bidden to possess it,* said 

commission 

Wennstroem. Swedish cbir 
dren’s protection organise 
tions reacted anxiously 10 
the delay, fearing that met* 
would be no agreement o° 
the necessary changes 
the constitution. 
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